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REPORT  OF  THE  FREE  LIBRARY. 

To  The  Trustees: 

ENTLEMEN,  Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Free  Library 
of  Pratt  Institute  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

The  first  year  in  a  new  building  is  generally  a  critical  one  for  any 
institution,  the  strain  of  adjustment  to  new  surroundings  and  conditions 
being  generally  greater  than  has  been  foreseen  even  by  those  most  closely  con- 
cerned; but  we  are  happy  to  report  that  in  our  case  matters  have  gone  much 
better  than  we  anticipated.  The  users  of  the  Library,  as  well  as  the  staff,  have 
appreciated  the  lightness,  airiness,  and  increased  space  of  our  new  quarters,  and 
it  has  been  repeatedly  remarked  by  teachers  and  students  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
work  in  such  a  building.  Visiting  librarians  have  commented  favorably  on  the 
simplicity  and  practicality,  as  well  as  the  appearance,  of  the  building;  and  our 
electrotyped  views  of  various  rooms  have  been  borrowed  for  reproduction  in  the 
work  on  Library  Architecture  in  the  series  of  Library  Handbooks  now  being 
edited  by  Dr.  Garnett,  of  the  Library  of  the  British  Museum. 

The  opening  of  a  separate  room  for  children  has  led  us  into  channels  of  know- 
ledge and  usefulness  of  which  we  had  not  heretofore  dreamed.  Some  of  the  ex- 
periences of  this  department  will  be  recited  further  on  in  their  proper  place. 

The  collection  of  mounted  photographs  necessitated  early  in  the  year  the  open- 
ing of  an  Art  Reference  Department  and  the  employment  of  an  additional  staff, 
and  made  the  work  with  art-students  a  much  more  prominent  feature  than  before. 

The  undertakings  named  above  have  constituted  the  principal  new  features  of 
the  Library's  work  for  the  past  year.  In  the  meantime,  the  departments  pre- 
viously in  operation  have  gained  ground. 

CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  from  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  M,  on  all  week-days  except  legal  holidays,  and  from 
9  A.  M.  to  9 : 30  P.  m.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Saturdays. 

REGISTRATION. 


Registration  of  adults  for  the  year,  at  the  main  library  3,464 

Registration  of  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age   1,753 

"         at  the  Astral  Branch  (adults  and  children)   766 

"         at  the  Long  Island  Branch  (adults  and  children)   490 


Total  registration   6,473 

Total  renewals  (to  be  added)   2,954 


9,427 

Total  expirations  (to  be  deducted)   4,392 


Growth  in  registration   5,035 
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In  order  that  this  report  may  hereafter  be  referred  to  by  those  wishing  to  un- 
derstand the  routine  of  the  Library,  it  may  perhaps  be  well  to  state  that  the 
applications  for  membership  at  the  Branches  are  sent  in  to  the  Main  Library  for  com- 
parison with  the  full  file  of  applications  kept  there,  and  that  the  registration  of 
the  same  is  made  at  the  Branches  after  the  application  has  been  pronounced  upon 
at  the  Main  Library.  This  prevents  duplication  of  registration,  and  allows  each 
Branch,  at  the  same  time,  to  know  and  count  its  own  membership. 

The  reduction  of  the  period  of  waiting  after  making  application  for  membership, 
from  a  week  to  twenty-four  hours,  has  resulted  in  great  accommodation  to  the  pub- 
lic, with  but  little  inconvenience  to  the  Library,  necessitating  only  a  slight  read- 
justment of  the  duties  of  one  or  two  assistants.  The  requirement  of  a  guarantor 
for  teachers  and  officers  of  the  Institute,  and  more  recently  for  children  under 
fourteen,  has  also  been  cancelled.  As  an  economy  of  time  and  labor,  as  well  as  a 
measure  of  conciliation,  I  would  recommend  to  you  the  disuse  of  the  guarantee  for 
the  entire  body  of  borrowers.  The  whole  number  of  guarantor-notices  sent  out 
from  the  Main  Library  the  past  year,  for  a  circulation  (at  the  Main  Library)  of  255,- 
277,  is  only  235  as  against  1724  sent  to  the  delinquents  themselves,  showing  that 
eight  ninths  of  the  borrowers  pay  their  own  fines  and  damages  without  obliging 
us  to  apply  to  the  guarantor.  In  place  of  the  guarantee,  the  simple  statement  of 
any  reputable  citizen  that  he  knows  the  applicant,  and  considers  him  a  proper 
candidate  for  library  privileges,  would  probably  be  all-sufficient.  This  could  appear 
on  the  same  blank  as  the  application,  would  reduce  the  cost  somewhat,  and  the 
labor  of  verifying,  correcting,  and  filing  very  considerably. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  circulation  (including  French  and  German)  from  the  Main  Library  has  been 
as  follows : 


To  borrowers  over  fourteen  years  of  age   209,042 

"         "       under    "         "     "    "    39,007 

"  the  Astral  Branch    3,172 

"  "    Long  Island  Branch   2,391 

"  "   Froebel  Academy    545 

"  "   City  Park  Chapel   258 

"  "    Hanson  Place  Baptist  Church  Y.  M.  L   200 

«  "    AsacogClub   302 

"  "   Civitas  Club   110 

"  "    Good  Will  Club    150 

"  "   Downing  Vacation  House   100 


Total  from  Main  Library  255,277 

Circulation  of  the  Astral  Branch    37,232 

Circulation  of  the  Long  Island  Branch     21,781 


Total  circulation  for  home  reading   314,290 


This  is  a  gain  of  34,040  over  the  circulation  for  last  year.  The  Library  has  been 
open  304  days,  giving  an  average  circulation  of  1034  volumes  per  day,  the  largest 
daily  issue  of  the  year  being  1855  in  April  (at  the  Main  Library). 

No  account  has  been  kept  of  the  recirculation  of  the  books  lent  to  philanthropic 
clubs,  societies,  etc.,  otherwise  the  total  circulation  would  show  even  a  larger  gain. 
At  present  we  prefer  to  leave  these  organizations  unhampered  in  their  method  of 
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using  and  recording  the  use  of  the  books,  requiring  only  that  they  return  the  books 
in  good  condition  when  due. 

The  total  percentage  of  fiction  circulated  from  the  Main  Library  has  been  65%  ; 
from  the  Astral  Branch,  67  per  cent.;  from  the  Long  Island  Branch,  74  per  cent. 
This  includes  all  children's  story-books  and  all  fiction  in  foreign  languages,  which 
many  libraries  do  not  include  in  their  statistics  of  fiction.  The  circulation  of 
French  books  for  the  year  has  been  2599,  and  of  German  books  3194,  showing  the 
use  of  these  collections  to  have  almost  doubled  since  last  year's  report.  An  effort 
is  made  to  purchase  the  best  of  the  literature  of  the  day  in  these  languages. 

The  question  of  the  access  of  the  public  to  the  shelves,  which  has  been  more  or 
less  agitated  among  circulating  libraries  for  the  past  two  or  three  years,  has  come 
up  for  serious  consideration  in  this  Library.  Inasmuch  as  there  are  14,520  volumes 
in  the  Reference  and  Art  Reference  Departments  entirely  free  of  access ;  as  new 
books  (not  fiction)  are  placed  where  borrowers  can  examine  them  for  a  fortnight  or 
so  before  they  are  shelved ;  as  all  books  for  children  are  in  open  shelves ;  and  as 
any  number  of  books  may  be  called  for  either  in  the  Circulating  or  Reference  De- 
partments to  be  examined  before  borrowing,  while  shelf-permits  are  readily  granted 
to  all  readers  or  borrowers  showing  good  reason  for  the  privilege ;  we  are  inclined 
to  deprecate  a  further  movement  in  this  direction  for  the  present.  The  Branches 
offer  the  same  opportunities  for  the  examination  of  books  in  their  reference  de- 
partments. The  number  of  shelf -permits  given  out  during  the  year  has  been  four- 
teen. The  number  of  school-room  cards,  permitting  teachers  to  take  six  books  at 
a  time  for  school  use,  to  be  kept  a  month  if  desired,  has  been  134.  Normal  students' 
cards  permitting  three  books  for  school  use  to  be  drawn  at  once,  26. 

MENDING. 


The  number  of  volumes  mended  at  the  Main  Library  has  been   53,789 

At  the  Astral  Branch   10,339 

At  the  Long  Island  Branch   5,042 


Total  mended   69,170 


A  very  noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  requiring  mending  has  made 
this  part  of  the  work  one  of  our  problems.  It  takes  the  entire  time  of  one  assist- 
ant (and  that  a  swift  and  industrious  one)  to  keep  up  with  the  mending  at  the  Main 
Library  alone ;  one  day's  accumulation,  if  not  promptly  attended  to,  clogs  the  wheels 
of  the  department  for  a  week.  We  have  reluctantly  been  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  condition  of  things  is  owing  partly  to  attempts  to  economize  on  the  re- 
binding  of  our  circulating  books  — though  partly  also,  we  are  glad  to  say,  to  the 
increased  use  of  the  books. 

The  receipts  in  this  department  have  been  as  follows  : 


From  fines,  Main  Library  $1,267.74 

"       "     Astral  Branch   149.24 

"       "     Long  Island  Branch   120.13 

"    volumes  lost  and  paid  for,  Main  Library   20.86 

"  "       "     "        "      Astral  Branch  

"  "      "     "        "      Long  Island  Branch  

"    sales,  Main  Library   106.89 

"       "    Astral  Branch  

"    Long  Island  Branch  

Total  receipts  $1,664.86 

1a 
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READING-ROOM. 

Open  daily  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  A.  M.  to  9.30  P.  m. 

Until  we  began  to  use  this  room,  our  Reading-room  attendance  could  not  well  be 
exactly  estimated,  as  in  our  former  quarters  it  was  difficult  to  tell  whether  people 
came  to  read,  to  pass  through  to  the  Reference-room,  or  to  return  books.  Now 
that  the  readers  of  periodicals  can  be  separately  counted,  we  find  the  attendance 
much  larger  than  we  should  have  expected,  judging  from  previous  statistics.  The 
attendance  no  longer  includes  that  of  children  under  fourteen,  who  go  to  their  own 
reading-room. 


Visits  to  the  Reading-room  of  Main  Library   58,567 

"      "  "  Astral  Branch     31,912 

"       "  "  *Long  Island  Branch   21,099 


Total  111,578 

Periodicals  now  subscribed  for  at  the  Main  Library   212 

"  "  Astral  Branch   39 

"  "  "  Long  Island  Branch   36 

Total   287 


Fifteen  periodicals  are  received  as  gifts,  and  84  as  exchanges  for  the  Pratt 
Institute  Monthly.    Lists  of  these  will  be  found  on  page  17. 

The  order  of  the  room  has  been  excellent,  since  young  children  are  no  longer 
admitted,  and  the  tables  are  daily  full  of  adult  readers  who  seem  to  enjoy  the  quiet 
and  the  good  light. 

There  has  been  an  occasional  theft  or  mutilation,  but  we  have  very  little  of  this 
to  report  in  comparison  with  the  record  of  previous  years.  This  may  be  owing  in 
part  to  the  removal  of  the  art  journals  to  the  Art  Reference-room  on  the  third  floor, 
as  mutilations  most  frequently  occurred  in  these  journals,  and  were  probably  per- 
petrated by  children  who  wanted  the  illustrations. 


REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

In  October,  1896,  the  Art  Reference-room  was  made  a  separate  department  of 
the  Library ;  and  since  October  12,  its  statistics  have  been  kept  separate  from  the 
other  reference  statistics.  The  General  Reference-room,  in  which  the  majority 
of  the  reference-books  are  kept,  to  the  number  of  1649,  is  open  daily,  except  Sun- 
days and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9:30  P.  M.  The  Periodical  Reference- 
room  contains  the  bound  periodicals  (about  7700  volumes),  with  their  indexes; 
the  Government,  State,  and  municipal  documents ;  and  the  transactions,  reports, 
and  catalogues  of  societies  and  institutions.  It  is  open  from  9  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M., 
after  which  hour  books  may  be  brought  to  the  General  Reference-room  on  call,  or 
a  page  will  accompany  any  one  to  the  room  who  wishes  to  visit  the  shelves.  So 
far,  this  arrangement  seems  to  have  caused  students  no  great  inconvenience,  and 
the  economy  in  light  and  assistance  is  considerable.  To  either  of  these  rooms 
books  may  be  brought  from  the  Stack-room  when  needed. 


*  Not  including  April,  May,  June,  1897.  See  page  7,  note. 
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The  printed  and  type-written  catalogues  and  class-lists  are  kept  in  both  rooms, 
while  in  the  Periodical-room  a  classed  catalogue  on  slips,  with  a  printed  index, 
shows  the  resources  of  the  Library  in  any  class.  In  addition  to  these,  the  official 
card-catalogue  stands  in  the  Cataloguing-room  between  these  two  rooms,  and  may 
be  consulted  by  any  one  on  application,  as  may  also  the  manuscript  shelf-lists. 

One  assistant  in  the  General  Reference-room  and,  for  most  of  the  time,  two  in 
the  Periodical  Reference-room,  with  a  page  stationed  in  the  Cataloguing-room 
near  by,  compose  the  working  force  of  this  Department.  In  July  and  August,  the 
Periodical-room  is  closed,  with  the  same  opportunities  for  use  as  in  the  evening, 
described  above. 

The  use  of  this  Department  has  been  most  gratifying.  The  number  of  visitors, 
not  counting  since  October  12  the  attendance  of  the  Art  Reference-room,  has  ex- 
ceeded the  record  of  last  year,  which  included  the  use  by  art-students,  by  5735. 
When  we  remember  that  only  seven  years  ago  the  Reference  Department  con- 
tained only  two  tables,  about  six  hundred  volumes  of  works  of  reference,  one 
assistant,  and  about  a  dozen  visitors  per  day, —  chiefly  boys  to  look  at  pictures, — 
the  growth  of  this  part  of  the  Library's  work  is  certainly  matter  for  congratulation. 
The  same  policy  followed  in  building  up  the  main  Reference  Department  is  now 
being  pursued  at  the  Branches,  which  are  becoming  of  considerable  use  to  the 
studious  in  their  vicinity. 

Attendance  at  the  Reference  Department  of  the  Main  Library   27,218 

"  "  "  "  "    Astral  Branch   8,320 

"  "  "  "  "  *  Long  Island  Branch  2,291 

Total  Reference-room  attendance   37,829 

Number  of  volumes  brought  from  stack  for  consultation,  Main  Library.  12,269 
"         "  "         "       "     "         "  Astral  Branch  603 

"         "  "         "      "     "         "  *Long  Island  Branch  201 

Total  ,   13.073 


A  desire  for  text-books  for  inspection  and  use  by  teachers  having  been  frequently 
expressed,  and  the  purchase  of  this  class  of  books  being  contrary  to  the  policy  of 
the  Library,  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  certain  of  the  leading  educational 
publishers  by  which  books  of  this  nature  may  be  placed  on  our  reference-shelves, 
free  of  access  to  teachers  and  students.  These  books  are  regularly  noticed  in  the 
columns  of  the  Pratt  Institute  Monthly,  and  the  publicity  thus  given  to  them  in  a 
periodical  which  circulates  throughout  the  country,  largely  among  schools,  may, 
we  trust,  offset  our  obligation.  The  shelves  and  the  books  are  labeled  "  Text- 
book Collection,"  and  are  often  visited  by  teachers  and  students. 

Very  little  fiction  has  been  called  for  in  this  Department,  and  that  largely  by 
teachers  or  students  of  literature.  Whereas  formerly  persons  wishing  to  take  out 
a  novel  would  sometimes  have  several  brought  to  them  for  examination  in  this 
Department,  the  registration-room  of  the  Circulating  Department  now  serves  this 
purpose,  being  nearer  the  stack,  and  a  more  appropriate  place  in  every  way  for 
such  inspection. 

Collections  of  books  on  various  subjects  have  been  reserved  from  circulation, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  instance  of  Pratt  Institute  instructors,  for  use  by  classes. 

*The  reading-room  of  this  Branch  was  converted  into  a  reference  and  reading-room 
April  1st,  1897.  The  statistics  as  reading-room  only  have  already  heen  given  in  this  Eeport. 
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Greek  and  Egyptian  architecture,  furniture,  pottery,  etymology,  pedagogy,  have 
been  a  few  of  these  subjects.  Of  course,  during  such  periods  of  reserve,  nearly 
everything  on  the  subject  is  removed  from  the  stack  and  rendered  inaccessible  to 
the  public  except  for  reference.  This  is  one  of  the  necessary  limitations  of  a 
library  belonging  to  an  educational  institution  and  at  the  same  time  free  to  the 
public ;  and  we  mention  the  matter  here  only  by  way  of  explanation  to  those  bor- 
rowers who  may  have  at  times  found  the  shelves  entirely  denuded  of  the  subject 
in  which  they  were  interested. 

The  reading  and  reference-lists  prepared  during  the  year  have  been  on  the  fol- 
lowing subjects : 

Compiled  by  the  Reference  Department 

Arabian  literature.  French  drama  of  the  19th  century. 

End-of-the-century  writers  in  France.  Easter. 

Frederick  the  Great  and  the  Austrian  Manual  training  as  a  factor  in  education. 

Succession.  Physical  culture. 

French  bourgeoisie  and  peasantry  since  St.  Valentine's  Day. 

the  16th  century.  The  silver  question. 

The  Winged  Victory  of  Samothrace. 

Compiled  by  students  of  the  Library  School. 

Collateral  reading  in  French  history,    Influence  of  women  on  French  criticism. 

time  of  Philip  IV.  Maurus  Jokai. 

Color  photography.  Edouard  Rod. 

Sociological  fiction. 

The  use  of  the  Government  documents  (3267  volumes)  has  greatly  increased 
since  these  have  all  been  placed  in  the  Reference  Department  free  of  access,  and 
arranged,  as  far  as  departmental  publications  are  concerned,  by  subject.  The 
students  of  the  Institute  have  made  use  of  them  as  in  no  previous  year,  and  we  no 
longer  feel  that  these  valuable  sources  of  information  need  advertising,  as  far  as 
our  public  is  concerned. 


ART  REFERENCE-ROOM. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  A.  M.  to  9:30  p.  M.  Open 
only  at  specified  hours  during  July  and  August. 

All  works  of  reference  on  art-subjects  were  removed  to  this  room  by  October  12, 
1896,  along  with  the  bound  and  current  journals  of  art  and  architecture.  The  fifteen 
thousand  photographic  reproductions  purchased  during  the  previous  summer  have 
now  been  mounted  and  placed  in  drawers  made  for  the  purpose,  and  are  being 
labeled,  classified,  and  catalogued.  A  dictionary  card-catalogue  of  the  books  in  the 
room,  including  a  great  many  analytical  entries,  is  also  in  the  making,  and  has 
already  proved  very  useful  to  students. 


Attendance  in  this  room  since  October  12  10,420 

Number  of  books  taken  out  on  deposit    34 

"      "      "       "      "    "  department-orders   161 

The  number  of  photographs  taken  out  on  department-orders   1,248 

"      "        "         "         used  at  the  Library   :  4,251 
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The  classification  used  for  the  photographs  is  that  included  between  and  includ- 
ing numbers  722.1  and  729.93  in  the  Dewey  decimal  classification,  with  the  follow- 
ing modifications : 

732  subdivided  like  930  735  subdivided  like  724 

734  subdivided  like  723  759.93  Dutch  School. 

All  other  classes  are  subdivided  as  provided  for  in  the  classification,  or  are  un- 
changed. 

The  work  of  labeling  the  photographs  has  been  in  many  cases  decidedly  difficult, 
requiring  much  research  before  the  proper  title  and  proper  form  of  the  artist's 
name  could  be  found.  But  all  this  care  will  prevent  mistakes  in  future  work  and 
disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  material,  and  is  therefore  a  praiseworthy  expen- 
diture of  time. 

Many  classes  from  the  various  Departments  of  the  Institute  have  visited  this 
room  and  the  General  Reference  Department  with  their  instructors,  and  have 
found  their  visits  profitable.  In  the  absence  of  a  room  especially  intended  for  such 
class-work,  it  has  been  necessary  to  occupy  the  Art  Reference-room  itself,  though 
occasional  use  has  been  made  of  one  of  the  rooms  belonging  to  the  Library  School. 

In  the  Children's  Room  occasional  instances  have  come  to  our  notice  of  children 
with  an  aptitude  and  taste  for  drawing,  and  it  is  hoped  that  another  year  may  see 
the  Art  Reference-room  provided  with  proper  material  for  their  use  in  the  way  of 
drawing-books.  The  head  of  the  Art  Reference  Department  takes  great  interest  in 
these  evidences  of  talent,  and  cooperation  between  the  two  rooms  will  therefore 
be  easy. 

CATALOGUING  DEPARTMENT. 

This  Department  is  in  better  order  and  more  nearly  up  to  date  in  all  its  under- 
takings than  ever  before  at  this  time  of  the  year.  This  is  largely  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  has  not  been  required  to  contribute  to  the  teaching-force  of  the  Library 
School,  as  heretofore.  In  addition  to  its  regular  work  —  the  preparation  of  new 
books  for  use  —  the  following  tasks  have  been  undertaken,  and  for  the  most  part 
completed  during  the  year : 

Preparation  for  the  press  of  the  Class-list  of  Biography  recently  printed. 
Revising  of  dummies  for  the  entire  library,  the  old  ones  being  useless  in 
our  new  quarters. 

Renumbering  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Class  of  Literature  with  Cutter 

numbers.    (Now  in  process.) 
Disposition  of  an  accumulation  of  Government  documents  and  of  bound 

volumes  of  pamphlets. 
Preparation  of  dummies  to  indicate  requests  for  reserve  by  borrowers. 
Simplification  and  correction  of  card-catalogues. 

Over  3600  volumes  were  added  to  the  shelves  during  the  year,  which  means 
that  they  were  entered,  classified,  catalogued,  shelf -listed,  labeled  and  plated.  Of 
these  3316  were  in  English,  207  in  French,  77  in  German,  and  the  remainder  in 
other  languages.  For  the  Astral  Branch,  125  volumes  were  entered,  classified, 
and  marked,  and  240  for  the  Long  Island,  the  Branches  themselves  doing  the  cata- 
loguing and  labeling ;  and  3199  volumes  were  prepared  for  rebinding,  (including 
those  for  the  Branches)  and  for  the  shelves  on  their  return  from  the  binder.  Vol- 
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umes  were  discarded  to  the  number  of  324,  and  these  were  disposed  of  to  the  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  Unitarian  Church,  and  the  Kings  County,  N.  Y.,  Penitentiary. 


ORDER  DEPARTMENT. 


The  accessions-work,  the  checking  of  bills,  and  preparation  of  the  order  list,  in 
this  Department,  have  been  attended  to  during  the  year  by  a  substitute,  a  graduate 
of  our  Library  School,  as  the  regular  order-clerk  has  taken  leave  of  absence  for  ten 
months  and  contributed  only  a  few  hours  per  week  to  the  collation  for  duplicates 
and  general  supervision  of  the  work,  while  also  finding  time  to  attend  to  the  books, 
pamphlets,  and  periodicals  to  be  bound. 

The  number  of  volumes  entered  during  the  year  has  been  3914.  Of  these  2933 
were  purchased,  458  were  given,  and  523  were  periodicals  or  pamphlets  bound  ; 
3608  of  the  additions  were  for  the  Circulating  Department,  175  for  reference  use, 
and  131  were  starred  books  —  i.  e.,  books  to  be  taken  out  only  on  a  cash  deposit. 

The  accessions  were  divided  by  language  as  follows : 

English   3,236   Italian   56 

French   497    Spanish   1 

German   110   Latin  and  other  languages . .  14 

Total  number  of  volumes  entered  to  date  (including  books  for  the 

Astral  Branch,  and  those  for  the  Long  Island  since  April,  1895).  61,140 

Number  belonging  to  the  Long  Island  Library  when  it  became  a 

branch  of  the  Pratt  Institute  Free  Library   5,000 


Total  number  entered  to  date   66,140 

"      "       withdrawn  to  date   2,766 


now  in  Library   63,374 


A  list  of  the  givers  of  books  and  pamphlets  will  be  found  on  page  20.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  number  of  the  publications  of  other  libraries  may  hereafter  be  larger, 
now  that  we  have  begun  to  print  an  annual  report  which  may  serve  as  an  exchange. 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  under  the  over- 
sight of  this  Department,  was  498. 

The  most  noteworthy  additions  of  the  year  have  been  as  follows  : 

Catalogue  of  scientific  papers,  compiled  by  the  Eoyal  Society  of  London. 
11  vols. 

Despouy.    "Fragments  d' Architecture  Antique." 
"Jesuit  Relations,"  edited  by  Thwaites. 

Nordenskiold.    "  Facsimile  Atlas  to  the  Early  History  of  Cartography." 

Birch.    "  London  Churches  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Centuries." 

Botticelli.    "Drawings  for  Dante's  Divina  Commedia." 

Warner.    "  Library  of  the  World's  Best  Literature."   Edition  de  Luxe. 

Dehli.    "  Selections  of  Byzantine  Ornament."   2  vols. 

Oakeshott.    "Detail  and  Ornament  of  the  Italian  Renaissance." 

Buhlmann.    "  Architecture  of  the  Classic  Ages.    2  vols. 

Sloane.    "Life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte."   2  vols. 

Soderholtz.    "  Colonial  Architecture  and  Furniture." 

Schnorr  von  Carolsfeld.    "  Die  Bibel  in  Bildern." 

Viollet-le-Duc.    "Monographic  de  Notre  Dame  de  Paris." 

Wulliam  &  Farge.    "  Les  Concours  Publics  d' Architecture."   2  vols. 

Grolier  Club  publications. 
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CHILDREN'S  ROOM. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  9  a.  m.  to  8.30  p.  m.  October  to 
May;  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.  May  to  October. 

No  other  Department  has  required  so  much  thought  during  the  year  as  has  this. 
Opened  when  we  moved  into  the  new  building  chiefly  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  cir- 
culation in  the  delivery-room,  and  to  prevent  the  crowds  of  children  from  annoying 
the  adult  borrowers,  it  has  gradually  absorbed  more  and  more  of  our  attention, 
presented  daily  new  questions  of  government,  logic,  and  ethics,  and  opened  our 
eyes  to  the  sociological  value  of  all  dealings  with  children.  Very  few  rules  have 
been  made,  but  at  the  same  time  no  extra  inducements  have  been  held  out  to  draw 
children  in.  At  the  beginning  of  the  work  we  have  desired  to  receive  only  as  many 
children  as  would  serve  as  a  nucleus  for  a  wider  constituency  later  on,  drawn  in  by 
those  who  came  first.  Our  desire  was  to  make  the  room  truly  educative,  and  this 
we  felt  could  not  be  done  if  we  were  overwhelmed  at  first  by  great  numbers,  making 
a  grasp  on  the  work  impossible.  The  assistant  in  charge  and  those  who  most  fre- 
quently assist  her,  learn  to  know  the  children,  to  study  their  individual  tastes  and 
needs,  to  gain  their  respect  and  confidence,  and  in  all  ways  endeavor  to  make  the 
bond  a  strong  one  between  the  child  and  the  Library.  As  far  as  possible,  ob- 
servations that  may  be  of  value  in  future  are  made  and  committed  to  writing. 

Clean  hands  were  insisted  upon  from  the  beginning,  so  that  now  we  rarely  have 
to  call  attention  to  the  matter.  The  order  of  the  room  has  constantly  improved, 
and  certain  of  the  older  children  have  been  of  much  assistance  in  making  the  social 
atmosphere  of  the  room  what  it  should  be.  Nevertheless,  there  is  nothing  of  the 
school  about  the  Children's  Library, —  as  one  boy  expressed  it,  "  It 's  better  'n  any 
school,  'cause  you  don't  have  to  learn  anything  if  you  don't  want  to."  Our  part  is,  of 
course,  to  lead  them  to  "  want  to,"  and  to  make  the  learning  as  easy  and  agreeable 
as  possible  by  providing  quiet  and  ready  assistance  and  the  best  books.  For,  after 
all,  the  Library  should  not  forget  that  its  true  function  in  the  work  of  education  is 
to  provide  the  means  found  in  books,  and  instruction  in  their  use.  Let  us  use  kin- 
dergarten methods  as  far  as  they  help  us  to  this  end,  and  by  all  means  let  us  have 
the  kindergarten  spirit ;  but  let  us  not  turn  the  Children's  Library  into  a  kindergar- 
ten, a  creche,  or  a  club.  Clubs  may  easily  grow  out  of  the  Children's  Library,  and 
it  is  most  desirable  that  they  should ;  but  the  Library  itself  should  be  sought  as  a 
mental  resource,  it  seems  to  us,  and  if  we  can  educate  one  generation  of  chil- 
dren to  regard  it  in  this  way,  the  problem  of  self -education  is  not  far  from  being 
solved. 

Access  to  the  shelves  is  allowed  at  almost  any  time,  and  is  highly  appreciated, 
especially  by  those  new  to  the  Library  who  have  never  before  been  turned  loose 
among  books.  Later,  as  they  grow  in  confidence  in  our  good  intentions  and  our 
ability  to  help,  it  is  not  unusual  to  have  them  admit  that  they  wish  aid  in  their 
selection ;  and  those  who  have  passed  their  fourteenth  birthday  and  are  allowed  to 
draw  books  from  the  Main  Library,  sometimes  come  back  for  advice.  Where  such 
a  child  has  evidently  not  done  with  the  Children's  Library,  owing  to  too  recent 
acquaintance  with  it  or  to  slowness  of  mental  growth,  he  is  allowed  to  continue 
using  the  books  there.  Our  whole  doctrine,  in  fact,  may  be  summed  up  in  this : 
make  routine  subservient  to  the  gaining  of  the  main  object,  and  take  time  to  judge 
when  it  is  proper  to  make  exceptions  to  the  rules.  Of  course  we  are  liable  to  the 
feeling  of  overmuch  responsibility  that  all  sociological  work  brings  to  the  worker ; 
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but  we  try  to  preserve  patience  and  serenity,  and  to  realize  that  the  books  them- 
selves are  accomplishing  much. 

The  attendance  in  the  day-time  has  not  been  recorded  the  past  year,  owing  to 
the  presence  of  only  one  assistant  much  of  the  time,  whose  attention  was  needed 
for  other  things,  and  to  the  difficulty  in  one  room  of  separating  those  who  came  to 
read  from  those  who  came  to  draw  books  only. 

The  registration  for  the  year  has  been  1753,  making  the  total  registration  of 
children  under  fourteen  6831  to  date. 

The  months  of  March  and  April  showed  a  temporary  falling  off  from  the  same 
months  last  year;  but  the  whole  matter  of  applying  and  registering  seems  to 
mean  more  to  the  children  than  formerly.  These  forms  used  to  be  gone  through 
by  children  who  never  read  or  even  came  to  the  Library  afterward ;  whereas  lately 
the  taking  of  application-blanks  has  been  followed  with  very  few  exceptions  by 
the  use  of  the  card. 

The  circulation  of  books  from  the  Children's  Library  has  been  39,007.  This  is  a 
gain  of  6886  over  last  year,  although  we  made  a  rule  in  November  that  single 
books  could  not  be  exchanged  until  the  third  day,  or  two  books  until  the  fourth 
day,  in  order  to  put  a  slight  check  on  the  habit  of  taking  books  for  the  fun  of  it,  or 
rushing  through  them  without  half  gathering  the  contents. 

Consideration  for  the  room  itself  and  for  the  comfort  of  other  readers  is  fre- 
quently manifested  by  children  who  can  scarcely  have  been  taught  such  thought- 
fulness  at  home.  A  boy  whose  surplus  animal  spirits  required  him  to  be  sent  out 
of  the  room  came  back  instinctively  to  stop  the  gate  which  he  had  slammed  and 
left  noisily  swinging ;  and  no  resentment  is  ever  manifested  at  the  enforcement 
of  the  rules,  the  utmost  courtesy  being  shown  to  the  assistants. 

The  evening  attendance  from  October  1  to  May  1  has  been  the  most  difficult  to 
plan  for.  Usually  the  larger  boys  and  girls,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  in 
the  streets,  composed  the  evening  attendance,  and  were  by  no  means  easy  to  deal 
with.  The  various  occupations  palled  one  after  another,  and  the  assistant-in- 
charge  had  to  keep  her  wits  at  work  to  interest  the  children.  No  books  were 
circulated  in  the  evening,  in  order  that  the  time  might  be  given  to  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  visitors  and  finding  out  their  needs.  Had  the  Children's  Room 
been  separated  entirely  from  the  adjoining  rooms,  doubtless  something  could  have 
been  accomplished  in  the  way  of  meetings  or  talks ;  but  this  was  impossible,  for 
fear  of  disturbing  the  readers  in  the  Reading-room.  Another  year  it  may  be  pos- 
sible to  use  one  of  the  third-floor  class-rooms  for  this  purpose.  The  evening  at- 
tendance amounted  to  3484  visits,  in  the  months  mentioned.  We  can  not  doubt 
that  good  influences  have  been  set  at  work  in  these  evening  hours,  from  which  we 
hope  to  see  results  next  year.  Experience  seems  to  show  that  the  same  person  or 
persons  (and  not  too  many  of  them)  should  be  depended  on  for  work  with  children, 
if  their  confidence  is  to  be  gained;  and  these  persons  should  be  willing  to  make 
haste  slowly,  and  not  force  confidence ;  indeed,  they  should  sometimes  restrain  it. 

The  exhibitions  in  the  Art-exhibition  Room  have  been  visited  by  many  of  the 
children,  with  permits,  and  their  comments  have  been  most  interesting.  Some  of 
them  have  proved  very  discriminating  in  their  judgments.  The  bulletin-boards 
with  their  pictures  commemorating  the  origin  of  various  anniversaries,  their  por- 
traits of  celebrities,  &c,  have  been  a  source  of  great  curiosity  and  interest  to  the 
children;  and  the  "  Great  Round  World"  has  been  read  eagerly,  especially  by  the 
boys.  Another  new  periodical  called  " Birds"  has  given  great  pleasure.  This 
makes  ten  periodicals  now  filed  in  this  room,  as  follows : 
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Harper's  Round  Table. 
St.  Nicholas. 
Youth's  Companion. 
Harper's  Weekly. 
Our  Dumb  Animals. 


Birds. 

Great  Round  World. 

Child  Garden. 

Little  Folks. 

Little  Men  and  Women. 


Linen  picture-books  have  been  provided  for  the  younger  children. 

In  May  the  requirement  of  a  guarantor  for  children  under  fourteen  was  dropped, 
and  they  are  now  asked  only  to  give  their  father's  or  mother's  name  and  address 
as  a  matter  of  reference. 


LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 


The  past  year  has  been  a  very  successful  one  in  the  history  of  the  School. 
Twenty  of  the  ninety-two  who  were  examined  in  1896  were  admitted,  with  one 
who  was  finishing  a  course  begun  the  previous  year,  and  one  library-assistant  who 
came  in  for  a  special  course  of  six  months.  There  have  been  no  break-downs, 
and  the  year  has  not  shown  any  particular  strain  on  the  part  of  either  instructors 
or  students.  The  visit  to  Washington  and  Baltimore  in  March  was  a  welcome 
interruption  to  the  course  of  study,  and  was  decidedly  educative  in  its  own  way. 
The  enrolment  of  the  School,  including  the  second-year  class,  by  States  is  as 
follows : 

Connecticut   3   New  Hampshire   1 

Georgia    1   New  Jersey   1 

Illinois   2   New  York   8 

Maryland     1   Ohio   2 

Massachusetts   2   Pennsylvania   1 

Minnesota   1   British  Columbia   1 

Nebraska   1 

There  have  been  several  changes  in  the  curriculum  of  the  first-year  class  since 
last  year,  and  there  will  be  others  the  coming  year.  The  examinations  on  the 
lectures  in  Literature  seemed  no  longer  advisable,  and  the  work  was  made  even 
more  strictly  bibliographical  than  heretofore.  The  work  in  German  in  the  third 
term  included  translation,  once  a  week,  from  Reyer's  Handbuch  des  Volksbildungs- 
wesens,  the  section  pertaining  to  Libraries.  Next  year,  this  will  be  the  text-book 
used  in  the  second  term  also ,  and  more  time  will  be  devoted  to  translation  and 
the  acquirement  of  a  technical  vocabulary. 

The  lessons  on  Finding-list  rules,  provided  for  when  our  course  in  Library 
Training  did  not  necessarily  embrace  cataloguing,  will  be  given  up,  and  the  time 
devoted  to  fuller  work  in  other  lines  of  library  economy.  The  class  in  Current 
Topics  will  become  a  class  in  Current  Periodicals,  each  student  being  held  re- 
sponsible for  a  resume  weekly  in  class  of  a  certain  number  of  the  leading  periodi- 
cals. This  will  cover  the  ground  of  current  topics,  and  at  the  same  time  admit  of 
making  a  general  acquaintance  with  periodical  literature. 

The  following  librarians  and  others  have  favored  the  School  with  talks  and 
lectures  during  the  year,  principally  during  the  third  term : 

First-year  class. —  Mr.  William  K.  Stetson,  Librarian  of  the  New  Haven  (Conn.) 
Free  Public  Library. 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Hewins,  Librarian  of  the  Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library. 
Mr.  Silas  H.  Berry,  Librarian  of  the  Brooklyn  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
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Second-year  class. —  Mr.  Junius  S.  Morgan,  New  York. 

Mr.  Vincent  C.  Griffith,  Instructor  in  Architecture  in  the  Department  of 
Fine  Arts,  Pratt  Institute. 

Prof.  E.  C.  Richardson,  Librarian  of  Princeton  University. 

Prof.  Charles  R.  Richards,  Director  of  the  Department  of  Science  and  Tech- 
nology, Pratt  Institute. 

Miss  Evelyn  Hunter  Nordhoff,  New  York. 

Miss  Laura  E.  Palmer,  Art-Reference  Department,  Pratt  Institute. 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Nelson,  Reference  Librarian,  Columbia  University. 

Both  classes, —  Mr.  Frank  E.  Hopkins,  De  Vinne  Press,  New  York. 
Miss  Evelyn  Hunter  Nordhoff,  New  York. 
Mr.  Theodore  L.  De  Vinne. 

Mr.  J.  Frederick  Hopkins,  Director  of  Art  Education  in  Public  Schools  of 
Boston. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Nolan,  Librarian  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  George  lies,  New  York. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  Librarian  of  the  New  York  Free  Circulating  Library. 
Mr.  Adolph  Growoll,  of  the  "  Publishers'  Weekly." 

Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Baldwin,  Librarian  of  the  Teachers'  College,  New  York. 
Visits  have  been  made  to  the  following  libraries  and  other  establishments  in  and 
about  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 

Columbia  University  Library,  Grolier  Club, 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York,  Coloritype  Company, 

Bryson  Library,  Teachers'  College,  N.  Y.,    Neumann  Bros.,  Bindery, 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  Gustav  E.  Stechert,  importer  of  foreign 

Lenox  Library,  books, 

Library  of  Bar  Association  of  New  York,    Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  publishers, 

The  TypothetsB  Library,  Newark  Public  Library, 

De  Vinne  Press.  Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library. 

The  percentages  of  the  first-year  class  at  the  end  of  the  winter  term  ranged 
from  76.5  to  95.5,  the  general  class  average  in  all  branches  being  89.3.  The  spring 
term  as  usual  has  been  chiefly  devoted  to  practical  work  in  all  departments  of  the 
Library,  and  in  this  the  class  of  this  year  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

The  three  students  entered  for  the  first  class  in  the  second-year  course  have  done 
admirable  work  under  disadvantages.  During  the  first  and  second  term,  two  days 
each  week  were  spent  at  the  Lenox  Library,  working  under  instruction  on  the  cat- 
aloguing of  incunabula,  and  for  a  short  time  at  the  transcription  of  manuscripts,  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  bibliographies  and  other  works  of  reference  needed  in 
such  work.  During  the  third  term,  one  day  each  week  has  been  spent  at  the  Lenox 
and  two  at  the  Astor  Library,  where  books  presenting  difficulties  of  various  kinds 
have  been  assigned  them  for  cataloguing.  The  cooperation  of  the  New  York  Pub- 
lic Library  in  our  experiment  has  been  so  ready  and  generous  as  to  deserve  especial 
mention  and  thanks. 

The  work  in  Italian,  extending  through  the  first  term  only,  was  yet  so  successful 
in  grounding  the  students  in  the  language  that  they  have  been  able  to  go  on,  during 
the  remaining  terms,  with  slight  assistance,  translating  from  Ottino's  "Biblio- 
grafia"  and  Gar's  "Letture  di  bibliologia,"  and  from  the  Rules  for  Government 
Libraries  in  Italy.  The  lectures  on  Printing  given  by  Mr.  Frank  E.  Hopkins,  of 
the  De  Vinne  Press ;  on  Binding,  by  Miss  Evelyn  Hunter  Nordhoff ;  and  on  "Engrav- 
ing and  other  Reproductive  Processes,"  by  Mr.  J.  Frederick  Hopkins  (then  Director 
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of  the  Department  of  Museums  of  Pratt  Institute),  were  exceedingly  practical  and 
helpful.  Each  lecturer  set  the  examination  for  his  own  course,  and  examined  and 
marked  the  papers.  The  results  were  apparently  gratifying,  even  to  these  special- 
ists. The  examination  on  the  work  done  at  the  Lenox  and  Astor  was  revised  by 
specialists  also,  and  the  papers  examined  by  them.  These  examinations  were 
taken  in  June,  and  the  results  were  also  satisfactory. 

Theses  were  required  from  this  class,  with  a  bibliography  or  equivalent  work. 
The  subjects  respectively  chosen  for  theses  were:  "The  Cataloguing  of  Incuna- 
bula"; "  State  Library  Commissions";  and  "  Traveling  Libraries."  One  student 
prepared  a  Reference-list  to  serve  in  the  cataloguing  of  incunabula,  one  made  a 
translation  of  the  Catalogue-rules  of  Fumagalli,  and  the  third  a  translation  of 
Dziatzko's.  These  students  also  (individually,  not  in  class)  translated  the  section 
of  Reyer's  Handbueh  relating  to  libraries. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  the  demand  for  trained  library-assistants  grows  con- 
stantly more  promising.  Two  of  the  first-year  class  have  taken  part  of  their  prac- 
tice-time in  other  libraries,  where  they  were  offered  positions ;  and  several  other 
members  of  the  class  accepted  as  early  as  May  offers  of  work,  to  begin  as  soon  as 
their  course  should  be  finished.  Each  year  there  are  some  who  prefer  to  take  the 
summer's  rest  before  entering  upon  work. 


INVENTORY. 

The  taking  of  the  first  inventory  after  moving  into  the  new  building  resulted  in 
the  discovery  of  several  books  which  had  been  missing  in  one  or  two  previous  in- 
ventories, though  not  so  many  as  we  had  hoped.  The  number  of  volumes  unac- 
counted for  at  the  last  inventory  is  now  thirty-three.  Of  these  twenty-two  were 
undoubtedly  stolen  one  night  by  men  who  entered  the  second-story  stack  by  the 
windows  before  fastenings  were  put  on.  The  new  shelf-list  for  the  Children's 
Room  is  not  yet  completed,  so  that  a  satisfactory  inventory  of  these  books  cannot 
yet  be  taken.  We  shall  be  much  interested  in  the  results  it  shows,  for  it  will  be  in 
some  degree  a  test  of  the  safety  of  free  access  to  the  shelves. 


STAFF. 

Staff-meetings  have  been  held  regularly  once  a  month  since  October,  and  have 
been  of  benefit  to  both  librarian  and  staff,  we  are  convinced.  According  to  a  vote 
of  the  staff,  it  was  decided  to  hold  only  the  quarterly  meeting  in  the  evening,  the 
others  in  the  morning  before  opening  hours.  The  roll  is  called,  and  stenographic 
notes  are  taken  of  the  proceedings  for  preservation.  At  these  meetings,  the  Di- 
rector has  brought  up  for  discussion  questions  that  had  been  usggested  beforehand 
by  members  of  the  staff,  or  that  had  presented  themselves  to  her  as  needing  solu- 
tion ;  the  heads  of  departments  have  made  known  changes  of  rule  or  routine  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  department  since  the  previous  meeting;  complaints  of 
the  staff  or  of  the  public  have  been  heard,  etc.  When  the  meetings  shall  have  be- 
come rather  more  a  matter  of  course,  it  is  hoped  that  questions  of  general  library 
interest  may  be  dealt  with.  The  number  of  the  staff  at  present  is  thirty-four,  in- 
cluding those  at  the  Branches  and  three  pages  at  the  Main  Library.    The  average 
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length  of  the  working-day  is  seven  hours  and  ten  minutes,  in  all  departments  alike. 
The  month's  vacation  (two  months  for  those  heads  of  departments  who  have  the 
management  of  a  staff)  is  one  of  the  undoubted  means  of  keeping  up  the  health- 
average.  Very  little  illness  and  consequent  absence  from  duty  can  be  recorded 
for  the  past  year.  The  improved  conditions  under  which  we  are  working,  the  in- 
creased light  and  space  and  better  ventilation,  have  also  something  to  do  with 
this  good  result.  The  value  of  the  staff -room  as  a  resting-place,  a  luncheon-room, 
and  a  retiring-room  in  case  of  sudden  illness  or  accident,  has  been  demonstrated, 
though  fortunately  we  have  not  needed  it  often  in  its  last-named  capacity. 

ASTRAL  BRANCH. 

At  the  Astral  Branch,  184  Franklin  Street,  there  has  been  a  change  in  the  man- 
agement during  the  year,  the  librarian-in-charge  having  resigned  in  January, 
her  position  being  taken  by  another  member  of  the  same  class  ('95)  of  the  Library 
School.  The  number  of  volumes  shelved  at  this  Branch  is  about  4000,  and  an  aver- 
age of  250  volumes  a  month  is  sent  out  daily  on  call,  from  the  Main  Library. 
During  the  year  125  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  shelves,  and  25  volumes 
discarded  to  be  given  away.  The  hours  of  opening  are  the  same  as  at  the  Main 
Library,  except  that  books  are  circulated  every  evening  in  the  week,  instead  of  on 
three  evenings  only.  This  was  a  concession  to  the  users  of  the  Library,  many  of 
them  workingmen  who  had  no  time  for  visits  except  in  the  evening.  The  registra- 
tion here  has  been  766,  a  slight  gain  over  last  year.  The  attendance  in  the  Read- 
ing-room has  been  31,912,  and  in  the  little  Eeference-room  8320 ;  and  the  latter 
has  been  less  and  less  frequented  by  small  boys,  and  more  and  more  by  serious 
students.  In  fact,  the  reference-work  done  at  both  branches  is  beginning  to  be  a 
noticeable  feature  of  their  reports.  The  same  practice  is  observed  here  as  at  the 
Main  Library,  of  having  the  reference-books  proper  free  of  access,  and  of  keeping 
account  of  all  other  books  used  in  the  room.  At  one  time  thefts  from  this  room 
were  frequent  (the  work  of  young  boys,  in  all  probability),  but  there  is  not  so 
much  of  this  now,  we  are  glad  to  say.  The  number  of  periodicals  subscribed  for 
by  the  branch  is  thirty-nine.    A  list  of  them  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  circulation  at  this  branch  has  been  37,232 — also  a  gain  over  that  of  last  year. 

It  has  recently  been  decided  to  allow  both  Branches  to  do  their  own  shelf -listing, 
thus  enabling  them  to  have  on  hand  a  closely-classed  catalogue  of  all  that  the 
Branch  contains.  By  this  means,  the  Main  Library  is  relieved  of  all  clerical  work 
for  the  Branches  except  the  pronouncing  upon  applications,  the  filing  of  them 
and  making  of  borrowers'  cards,  the  classification,  and  the  marking  of  the  title- 
pages  for  cataloguing.    All  else  is  done  by  the  Branches  themselves. 

The  Greenpoint  Star  has  kindly  printed  from  time  to  time  lists  of  new  books  added 
to  the  shelves,  thus  making  known  to  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  city  the  resources 
of  the  Library. 

LONG  ISLAND  BRANCH. 

The  Long  Island  Branch,  at  571  Atlantic  Avenue,  has  a  somewhat  larger  collec- 
tion of  books  than  the  Astral,  nearly  5000  of  which  were  the  property  of  the  Long 
Island  Library  at  the  time  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Pratt  Institute  Free 
Library.    Its  hours  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  Astral,  and  similarly  the  whole 
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time  of  two  assistants  and  half  time  of  one  are  needed  for  the  work.  Books  are 
sent  daily  on  call,  from  the  Main  Library,  to  the  average  number  of  200  per  month. 
During  the  year,  240  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  shelves,  and  25  discarded. 
The  registration  of  new  members  has  fallen  off  somewhat  since  the  first  year,  as 
well  as  the  circulation, —  a  fact  which  finally  forced  us  to  the  conviction  that  a 
radical  change  must  be  made  if  we  would  maintain  the  usefulness  of  the  Branch. 
The  Eeading-room  was  therefore  done  away  with,  and  the  space  given  to  the  Cir- 
culating Department  and  to  an  enclosed  Reference-room  in  which  books  and  peri- 
odicals were  kept.  The  current  periodicals  can  be  read  here  as  before,  36  being 
subscribed  for.  A  most  objectionable  attendance  was  eliminated  from  the  prem- 
ises, which  were  then  cleaned,  repainted  and  papered.  The  conditions  for  those 
who  wished  to  take  books  or  to  consult  them  thus  being  made  more  satisfactory, 
it  is  hoped  that  better  results  of  our  work  may  soon  appear. 

The  circulation  has  amounted  to  21,781  volumes,  and  the  attendance  in  the 
Reading-room  to  21,099.  Since  the  alteration  in  the  room,  early  in  March,  the 
number  of  visitors  has  been  2291,  and  the  character  of  the  attendance  much  better. 
Teachers  and  school-children  are  beginning  to  find  the  library  —  a  fact  which  al- 
ways brings  increased  and  serious  use. 

The  coming  year  will  show  whether  this  Branch  can  be  made  a  necessity  to  the 
neighboring  community,  or  not.  In  our  opinion  it  can ;  but  some  advertising  will  be 
necessary  in  order  to  identify  it  with  the  Main  Library  in  the  minds  of  the  public, 
and  make  known  its  resources.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no  newspaper  belonging 
especially  to  that  part  of  the  city,  which  could  serve  as  an  advertising  medium. 

In  closing  this  report  it  remains  only  for  me  to  commend  a  staff  generally  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  and  with  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  their  work  in 
itself  and  as  a  part  of  the  Institute,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  constant  accessi- 
bility and  moral  support,  the  liberty  you  have  given  us  to  work  out  our  own  plans, 
your  patience  in  waiting  for  results,  and  your  appreciation  of  our  efforts,  even 
when  unsuccessful.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  such  administration  on  your 
part  had  not  served  continually  as  a  model  and  incentive  for  ours. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  W.  Plummer,  Director. 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS 


American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect  and  Building  News. 

American  Economic  Association :  Publications. 

American  Engineer. 

American  Historical  Review. 

American  Journal  of  Mathematics. 

American  Journal  of  Philology. 

American  Journal  of  Psychology. 

American  Journal  of  Science. 

American  Journal  of  Sociology. 

American  Kitchen  Magazine. 

American  Law  Review. 

American  Machinist. 

American  Missionary. 

American  Naturalist. 

Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and 

Social  Science. 
Appleton's  Popular  Science  Monthly. 
Architectural  Record. 
Architectural  Review. 
Architecture  and  Building. 
Arena. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 
Art  Amateur. 
Art  e  Italian  a. 
Art  Journal. 
Astrophysical  Journal. 
Athenaeum. 
Atlantic  Monthly. 
Babyhood. 

Badminton  Magazine. 
Biblical  World. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra. 
Birds. 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine.  (American 

reprint.) 
Book-buyer.  (Gift.) 
Book  News.  (Gift.) 
Bookman. 

Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Botanical  Gazette. 

Bradstreet's. 

Brickbuilder. 

Brooklyn  Life.  (Gift.) 

Builder. 

Bulletin  de  l'Institut  International  de  Biblio- 

graphie. 
Bullinger's  Monitor  Guide. 
Carpentry  and  Building. 
Cassier's  Magazine. 
Catholic  World. 
Centralblatt  fur  Bakteriologie. 
Centralblatt  fur  Bibliothekswesen. 
Centralblatt  fur  Bibliothekswesen,  Supplement. 
Century  Illustrated  Monthly  Magazine. 
Chambers's  Journal. 
Charities  Review. 
Chautauquan. 
Chemical  News. 
Christian  Advocate. 
Christian  Register. 
Christian  Science  Journal.  (Gift.) 
Churchman. 
Citizen. 
Collector. 

Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle. 
Concours  Publics  d' Architecture. 
Congregationalist. 

Contemporary  Review.   (American  reprint.) 

Cornhill  Magazine. 

Cosmopolis. 

Cosmopolitan. 

Critic. 

Croquis  d' Architecture. 
Cumulative  Index  to  Periodicals. 
Current  History. 
Current  Literature. 
Decorator  and  Furnisher. 
Delineator. 


FOR  AT  THE  MAIN  LIBRARY. 


Deutsche  Revue. 
Dial. 

Domestic  Engineering. 
Dublin  Review. 
Eclectic  Magazine. 
Economist. 

Edinburgh  Review.   (American  reprint.) 

Education. 

Educational  Review. 

Electrical  Engineer. 

Electrical  World. 

Engineering. 

Engineering-Mechanics. 

Engineering  and  Mining  Journal. 

English  Historical  Review. 

Examiner. 

Fliegende  Blatter. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Fortnightly  Review.   (American  reprint.) 
Forum 

Francais,  Le.  (Gift.) 
Garden  and  Forest. 
Gartenlaube. 
Gentleman's  Magazine. 
Geographical  Journal. 
Good  Housekeeping . 
Green  Bag. 
Harper's  Bazar. 

Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine. 
Harper's  Round  Table. 
Harper's  Weekly. 

Illustrated  London  News.  (American  reprint.) 
Independent. 

Industrial  World.  (Gift.) 
Index  Medicus. 

International  Journal  of  Ethics. 
International  Messenger  (organ  of  Y.  W.  C.  A.). 
Jewish  Quarterly. 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Circular. 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies. 
Journal  of  American  Folk-lore. 
Journal  of  the  American  Public  Health  A  ssocia- 
tion. 

Journal  des  Debats. 

Journal  of  the  Society  of  Comparative  Legislation. 

Journal  of  Education. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 

Journal  of  Geology. 

Journal  of  Mental  Science. 

Kindergarten  Magazine. 

Ladies'  Home  Journal. 

Lancet. 

Library. 

Library  Journal. 
Life. 

Lippincott's  Magazine. 
Literary  News. 
Literary  World. 
LittelFs  Living  Age. 
Little  Folks. 
Little  Men  and  Women. 

Macmillan's  Magazine.   (American  reprint.) 

McClare's  Magazine. 

Magazine  of  Art. 

Medical  Record.  (Gift.) 

Medico-Surgical  Bulletin.  (Gift.) 

Metal  Worker. 

Mind. 

Missionary  Herald. 
Modem  Art. 
Monde  Moderne. 
Municipal  Affairs. 
Music. 

Musical  Age.  (Gift.) 
Musical  Courier. 
Musical  Herald. 
Nation. 

National  Review. 

Nature.   (American  reprint.) 
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New  Book  List. 

New-Church  Messenger.  (Gift.) 
New  Crusade. 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Reg- 
ister. 

New  England  Magazine. 

New  Illustrated  Magazine.   (American  reprint.) 

(Formerly  English  Illustrated  Magazine.) 
New  World. 
New  York  Observer. 

Nineteenth  Century.   (American  reprint.) 
North  American  Review. 
Notes  and  Queries. 
Nouvelle  Revue. 
Nuova  Antologia. 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office.  (Gift.) 

Open  Court. 

Our  Dumb  Animals. 

Outing. 

Outlook. 

Overland  Monthly. 

Pedagogical  Seminary. 

Petermann's  Mitteilungen. 

Petermann's  Mitteilungen,  Supplement. 

Philosophical  Review. 

Photographic  Times. 

Poet-Lore. 

Political  Science  Quarterly. 
Popular  Astronomy. 

Popular  Science  Monthly.  Now,  Appleton's  Popu- 
lar Science  Monthly. 
Portefeuille  des  Arts  Decoratifs. 
Portfolio. 
Power. 

Psychological  Review. 
Public  Libraries. 
Public  Opinion. 
Publishers'  Weekly. 
Puck. 
Punch. 


Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Microscopical  Science. 

Quarterly  Review.   (American  reprint.) 

Review  of  Reviews.   (American  edition.) 

Revue  Bleue. 

Revue  de  Paris. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 

Revue  Internationale  des  Archives,  des  Biblio- 

theques  et  des  M  usees. 
Revue  pour  les  jeunes  filles. 
St.  Nicholas. 
Sanitary  Plumber. 
Saturday  Review. 
School  Journal. 
School  Review. 
Science. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American,  Supplement. 

Scientific  American,  Building  edition. 

Scottish  Review.   (American  reprint.) 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

Shorthand  Educator.  (Gift.) 

Sound  Currency.  (Gift.) 

Spectator. 

Statist. 

Students'  Journal.  (Gift.) 
Studio. 

Sunday  Magazine. 
Sunday-School  Times. 
Temple  Bar. 
Trained  Nurse. 
Twentieth  Century. 
Ueber  Land  und  Meer. 
Union  Signal. 

Water  and  Gas  Review.   (Gift. ) 
Werner's  Magazine. 

Westminster  Review.   (American  reprint.) 

Woman's  Journal. 

Youth's  Companion. 

Zeitschrift  fur  Analytische  Chemie. 


Boston  Evening  Transcript. 

Brooklyn  Citizen. 

Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle. 

Brooklyn  Daily  Standard  Union. 

Brooklyn  Daily  Times. 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune. 

New  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 


NEWSPAPERS. 

New  York  Daily  Tribune. 

New  York  Evening  Post. 

New  York  Herald. 

New  York  Mail  and  Express. 

New  York  Sun. 

New  York  Times. 


MAGAZINES  RECEIVED  BY  THE  LIBRARY  IN  EXCHANGE  FOR 
THE  PRATT  INSTITUTE  MONTHLY. 


Academic. 
Adelphian. 

Advance  in  Education. 
Aluminum  World. 
American  Federationist. 
American  Woman. 
Art  Education. 
Art  Student. 

Atlanta  University,  Bulletin  of. 
Biblia. 

Boston  Cooking  School  Magazine. 

Brochure  Series  of  Architectural  Illustration. 

Brooklyn  Cripple  News. 

Brooklyn  Teacher. 

Bulletin  of  Bibliography. 

Cadet. 

Case  and  Comment. 
Chicago  Commons. 
Child  Garden. 

College  Reflector,  Mississippi  Agricultural  Col- 
lege. 

Colorado  School  Journal. 
Columbia  Literary  Monthly. 
Columbia  Spectator. 
Dietetic  and  Hygienic  Gazette. 
Enaichsee. 

Evening  Home  Chronicle. 


Frank  Harrison  Shorthand  Magazine. 

Friends'  Intelligencer  and  Journal. 

Garden  and  Field. 

Goddard  Record. 

Gray  Jacket. 

Great  Round  World. 

Harvard  Graduate. 

High  School  Recorder. 

High  School  Times. 

Home  Study. 

Hospital  Bulletin,  Brooklyn  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital. 
Industrialist. 
Information. 
Inlander. 
Intelligence. 
Interior. 

Jacob  Tome  Institute  Monthly. 

Journal  of  Hygiene. 

Journal  of  Pedagogy. 

Kindergarten  News. 

Land  of  Sunshine. 

Neighborhood  Guild  Review. 

New  England  Journal  of  Education. 

New  York  Education. 

Normal  College  Echo. 

N.  of  M.  Daily,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
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Oak  Leaf. 
Packer  Alumna. 
Pennant. 

Phonographic  Magazine. 

Physical  Education. 

Polytechnic. 

Primary  Education. 

Printers'  Ink. 

Prospect  Union  Review. 

Quarterly  Digest  of  Physical  Tests. 

Rose  Technic. 

Southern  Workman. 

S.  S.  Rider's  Book  Notes. 

Stevens'  Life. 

Summary. 

Swarthmore  Halcyon. 
Teachers'  College  Bulletin. 


Techniker,  Der. 
Tuskegee  Student. 

Textile  Manufacturers'  Review  and  Industrial 

Record. 

University  Record,  Chicago,  111. 

Utah  University  Quarterly. 

Vassar  Miscellany. 

Wells  College  Chronicle. 

Western  Society  of  Engineers,  Journal  of. 

W.  P.  I.,  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute. 

Wisconsin  Journal  of  Education. 

Working  Women's  Journal. 

Yale  Alumni  Weekly. 

Young  Men's  Era. 

Young  Men's  Work. 

Young  Men's  Journal. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  AT  THE  ASTRAL  BRANCH. 


American  Machinist. 

Appleton's  Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Art  Amateur. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Century  Illustrated  Monthly  Magazine. 

Chautauquan. 

Churchman. 

Cosmopolitan. 

Educational  Review. 

Electrical  World. 

Forum. 

Garten  laube. 

Good  Housekeeping. 

Harper's  Bazar. 

Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine. 
Harper's  Round  Table. 
Harper's  Weekly.  , 
Independent. 


Ladies'  Home  Journal. 
Life. 

McClure's  Magazine. 
Nation. 

North  American  Review. 

Outing. 

Outlook. 

Popular  Science  Monthly.  Now,  Appleton's  Pop- 
ular Science  Monthly. 
Power . 
Puck. 

Review  of  Reviews.   (American  edition.) 

St.  Nicholas. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American,  Supplement. 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

Youth's  Companion. 


Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle. 
Brooklyn  Daily  Times. 
Greenpoint  Star. 
New  York  Daily  Tribune. 


NEWSPAPERS. 

New  York  Herald. 

New  York  Mail  and  Express. 

New  York  Times . 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  AT  THE  LONG  ISLAND  BRANCH. 


American  Machinist. 

Appleton's  Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Art  Amateur. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Century  Illustrated  Monthly  Magazine. 

Chautauquan. 

Cosmopolitan. 

Fortnightly  Review.  (American  reprint.) 
Forum. 

Good  Housekeeping. 
Harper's  Bazar. 

Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine. 
Harper's  Round  Table. 
Harper's  Weekly,  j 
Independent. 
Life. 


McClure's  Magazine. 
Nation. 

North  American  Review. 

Outing. 

Outlook. 

Popular  Science  Monthly.  Now,  Appleton's  Pop- 
ular Science  Monthly. 
Public  Opinion. 
Puck. 

Review  of  Reviews. 

St.  Nicholas. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American,  Supplement. 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

Youth's  Companion. 


Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle. 
Brooklyn  Daily  Times. 
New  York  Daily  Tribune. 
New  York  Herald. 


NEWSPAPERS. 

New  York  Mail  and  Express. 
New  York  Sun. 
New  York  Times. 
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LIST  OF  DONORS  TO  PRATT  INSTITUTE  FREE  LIBRARY. 

1896—  J897. 


Abigail  Free  School  and  Kindergarten   1 

Adelphi  College,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   1 

Aguilar  Free  Library  Society,  New  York ...  2 

Alabama  Agricult.  Experiment  Sta.,  Auburn  5 

Albany,  N.  Y. —  Board  Pub.  Instruction   1 

Am.  Conference  of  Internat.  Arbitration  1 

Am.  Library  Association    1 

Am.  Numismatic  and  Arclneolog.  Soc   1 

Am.  Pub.  Health  Assoc.,  Concord,  N.  H   1 

Am.  Republics,  Bureau  of,  Washington,  D.  C  2 

Am.  Statistical  Association   1 

Anderson,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa   1 

Andover  Theolog.  Sem.,  Andover,  Mass   1 

Apprentices'  Library  Company,  Phila   1 

Archaeolog.  Inst,  of  America— Am.  School 

of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens   1 

Armour  Inst,  of  Technology,  Chicago,  111 . . .  2 

Arundel  Society,  London,  England   1 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  University  of   3 

Avery,  Miss  Mary  L.,  New  York   2 

Balch,  Mr.  Thomas  W  1 

Bangor,  Me.,— Public  Library   2 

Barre,  Mass.,— Free  Public  Library   1 

Barton,  Miss  Clara,  Washington,  D.  C  1 

Bath,  Eng.,  Mayor  of   2 

Battell,  Mr.  John  S.,  New  York   5 

Berlin  — K.  K.  museum  1 

Binghamton,  N.  Y., —  City  School  Library  1 

Birmingham,  Eng.,— Free  Libraries   1 

Birney,  Mr.  William,  Washington,  D.  C  1 

Blanchard,  Mr.  George  R.,  New  York   1 

Bliss  School  of  Electricity,  Wash.,  D.  C   1 

Boston,  Mass.,—  Public  Library  2  19 

Boston  Book  Company,  Boston,  Mass   2 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass.  1 
Bowdoin  College  and  Medical  School,  Bruns- 
wick, Me   7 

Bowker,  Miss  Carolyn  T.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y...  1 

Brentano's,  Paris,  France   1 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,— Public  Library   1 

Brigham  Academy,  Bakersfleld,  Vt   1 

Brookline,  Mass.,  — Public  Library   7 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,— Board  of  Education  1  1 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,— Dept.  of  Assessment   1 

Brooklyn,  N.  YM—  Dept.  of  City  Works  2 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,—  Mayor  1 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,—  Industrial  home  for  the 

Bund   1 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Daily  Eagle  2  1 

Brooklyn  Free  Kindergarten  Society,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y   1 

Brooklyn  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   1 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  2 

Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  1   2 

Browning  Society  of  Boston,  Mass   1 

Browne's  Business  School,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  1 

Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa   1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,— Common  Council   1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,— Library   2 

Butte,  Montana,—  Free  Public  Library   1 

California,  University  of,  Berkeley,  Cal   2 

Cambridge,  Mass.,—  Public  Library   10 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Church  Library  Assoc.  ..  1 

Carnegie  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa   1 

Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa   13 

Carroll,  Mr.  S.  J.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va   1 

Case  School  of  Applied  Sci.,  Cleveland,  O.  ..  1 

Chambers,  Mr.  Frank,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  3 

Charity  Organ.  Soc.  of  the  City  of  N.  Y   2 

Chautauqua  School  of  Physical  Education  .  1 

Chicago  Art  Institute,  Chicago,  111   1 

Chicago  Musical  College,  Chicago,  111   1 

Chicago  Theol.  Seminary,  Chicago,  111   2 

Chicago,  111.,  University  of                          1  1 

Church  of  Christ,  Scientist   1 

Civil  Service  Reform  Association   1 

Clarke,  Mr.  Michael,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.   2 

Clarke  &  Co.,  Messrs.  Robert,  Cincinnati,  O.  1 


Club  of  Odd  Volumes,  Boston,  Mass   1 

Colby  University,  Waterville,  Me   3 

Colorado  College,  Colorado  Springs,  Col   1 

Colorado,  University  of,  Boulder   2 

Colgate  University,  Hamilton,  N.  Y   1 

Columbia  University,  New  York                   1  10 

Columbian  University,  Washington,  D.  C  ..  1 

Conn.— Agricult.  Exper'm't  Sta.,  New  Haven  6 

Conn.—  Public  Library  Committee   24 

Cooke,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Boston,  Mass                     1  1 

Coombs,  Hon.  W.  J  166  1 

Cooper  Union,  New  York   2 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y   6 

Cornell  Univ.— Agri.  Exper.  Sta.  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  37 

Cuba,  Associated  Spanish  and  Cuban  Press.  1 

Cutler,  Miss  Mary  S.,  Albany,  N.  Y   1 

Davis,  Miss  M.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   1 

Delano,  Mr.  Mortimer,  New  York   1 

Denver,  Col.,  Public  Library   2 

Denver,  Col.,  City  Library   2 

De  Pauw  University,  Greencastle,  Ind   1 

Depew,  Hon.  Chauncey  M.,  New  York   6 

Des  Moines,  la.,  Univ.  of,  Hist.  Departm't..  2 

Detroit,  Mich.,— Public  Library   2 

De  Varona,  Mr.  I.  N.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   1 

Drew  Theological  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J.  2 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa                2  6 

East-Side  House  Settlement,  New  York   1 

Eger,  Miss  Bertha,  New  York   1 

Eggleston,  Dr.  Thomas,  New  York  1 

Egyptian  Exploration  Fund   1 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md.  1 

Evelyn  College,  Princeton,  N.  J   1 

Evening  Home  and  Lib.  Assoc.,  Phila.,  Pa. . .  1 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  111   2 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt   1 

Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass   1 

Foreign  Miss.,  Board  of  —  U.  S.  and  Canada  1 

Frick,  Col.  Alexander  J.,  Danville,  Pa  2 

Friends'  Book  Association   l 

Friends,  Society  of   2 

Friends,  Society  of  —  Educational  Confer.  1 

Froebel  Institute,  Los  Angeles,  Cal   1 

Gammel  Book  Company,  Galveston,  Texas..  1 

Gardner,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Brooklyn  19 

General  Electric  Company,  New  York   38 

Gen.  Soc.  of  Mer.  &  Trad,  of  the  City  of  N.  Y.  1 

Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C.  1 
Germantown,   Pa.,  Friends'  Free  Library 

Reading- Room   i 

Gloversville,  N.  Y.—  Free  Library   3 

Gordon  Technical  College,  Gulong,  Victoria.  1 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.— Public  Library   l 

Hampton  Normal  and  Agricult.  Institute, 

Hampton,  Va   l 

Hartford,  Conn.— Public  Library   4 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  and  Insurance  Co., 

Hartford,  Conn  l 

Hartford  Theo.  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn.  1 

Hartmann  School,  New  York   l 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass   5 

Hawaii,— Dept.  of  Foreign  Affairs   2 

Heating  and  Ventilating  Company,  N.  Y  1 

Hebrew  Technical  Institute,  New  York   2 

Helena,  Montana,—  High  School   l 

Helena,  Montana,—  Public  Library   l 

Hill,  Miss  Gertrude  P.,  New  York  3 

Hoar,  Hon.  G.  F.,  Worcester,  Mass   l 

Hobart  College,  Geneva,  N.  Y   l 

Hoboken,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library   l 

Hoepli,  Ulrico,  Milan,  Italy  l 

Hospital  Book  and  Newspaper  Soc. ,  N.  Y. . .  l 

Howard  Mem.  Library,  New  Orleans,  La.  ..  17 

Howard  University,  Washington,  D.  C   l 

Howson  and  Hows'on,  Messrs.,  Phila.,  Pa.  ..  1 
Humphrey,  Mrs.  Edith,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  1 
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Idaho,  University  of,  Moscow,  Idaho  

lies,  Mr.  George,  New  York  3 

Illinois  —  State  Reformatory   

Illinois,  University  of,  Urbana  

Illinois,  Univ., —  Agricul.  Station,  Urbana.. 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Indiana,—  Department  of  Geology  and  Nat- 
ural Resources  1 

Indiana,  University  of,  Bloomington,  Ind... 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,— Public  Library  

International  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Training  School, 
Springfield,  Mass  

Interstate  Commerce  Commission  

Iowa, —  Geological  Survey   1 

Iowa  Academy  of  Science   1 

Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

Iowa,  University  of,  Iowa  City  

Jersey  City,  N.  J.,—  Free  Public  Library  ... 

Jewish  training  school,  Chicago,  111   

Jeypore,  H.  H.,  the  Maharaja  of  9 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md  . 

Kansas,  State  Agricultural  College  — Ex- 
periment Station,  Manhattan  

Kansas,— State  Board  of  Agriculture  1 

Keidel,  Mr.  George  C,  Baltimore,  Md  

Kentucky,  Polytechnic  Society  of  

Kenyon  College,  Gambier,  O  

Knickerbacker  Hall,  Indianapolis,  Ind  

Knights  of  Malta,  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Lang,  Mr.  John  M.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  

Lawton,  Mr.  W.  C,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  

Lefflngwell,  Albert,  M.  D  

Lehigh  University,  South  Bethlehem,  Pa. . .  3 
Leland  Stanford  Jr.  Univ.,  Palo  Alto,  Cal . . . 

Leonard,  Mr.  G.  C   1 

Lewis  Institute,  Chicago,  111  

Library  Bureau,  Boston,  Mass   1 

Lockport,  N.  Y.,  Union  School  

London,  Ontario,  —  Public  Library  

London  School  of  Economics  and  Political 

Science,  London,  England  

Lyon  and  Healy,  Messrs.,  Chicago,  111  1 

Mc Andrew,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  

McCormick,  Mr.  C.  H  1 

McGill  University,  Montreal,  Can  

McNamee,  Mr.  John  H.  H.,  New  York  

Maine  — Forest  Commissioner   1 

Malone,  Father  Sylvester,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  1 

Manchester,  England  —  Free  Ref .  Library . . 

Marsh,  Mr.  F.  B.,  New  York  64 

Martin,  Mr.  D.  S.,  New  York   1 

Maryland  —  Agri.  Exper.  Sta.,  College  Park. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md  

Massachusetts  — Free  Pub.  Lib.  Com  

Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Education  . . . 

Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and 
Charity  1 

Massachusetts  State  Normal  School,  Bridge- 
water   1 

Massachusetts  Ag.  Col.,  Hatch  Exp.  Sta., 
Amherst  

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Bos- 
ton, Mass  

Massachusetts  Library  Club  

Massachusetts  Normal  Art  School,  Boston, 
Mass  

Mead's  School,  Mrs.,  Norwalk,  Conn  

Mears,  Miss  Louise,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  

Melbourne,  Australia,  Workingmen's  Coll.. 

Maiden,  Mass.— Public  Library  

Merion,  Pa.,  Friends' Meeting-House— Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  

Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York... 

Michigan— State  Ag.  Col.  Ex.  Sta.,  Lansing 

Michigan  —  State  Board  of  Agriculture  

Michigan  Mining  School,  Houghton,  Mich.. 

Middlebury  College,  Middlebury,  Vt  

Milwaukee,  Wis.,—  Public  Library  1 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Public  Library  1 

Minnesota,  University  of,— A g.  Experiment 
Station,  St.  Anthony  Park  

Mississippi  —  Agr.  and  Mech.  College  — Ex- 
periment Sta.,  Agricultural  College  

Missouri,  University  of,  Columbia  

Montana— Agricultural  Exp.  Sta.,  Bozeman 


1  Montclair,  N.  J.,—  Free  Public  Library  

51  More,  W.  P.,  Kingston,  N.  Y  

1 

1  Nashville  University,— Nashville,  Tenn  

6  National  Academy  of  Science,  Wash.  D.  C. 

7  National  Civil  Service  Reform  League  

National  Household  Economic  Association  . 
Nevada  — State  University  —  Agricult.  Ex- 

1        periment  Station,  Reno  

1  New  Britain,  Conn.,— State  Normal  Train- 

ing School  

2  New  Britain  Institute,  New  Britain,  Conn.. 

2  New  England  Society  in  the  City  of  B'klyn.  2 

New  England  Society  in  the  City  of  N.  Y  

New  Hampshire  —  Forestry  Commission  l 

1  New  Hampshire  —  State  Board  of  Health  . . . 

1  New  Haven,  Conn.,— Free  Public  Library  .. 

New  Jersey  —  Agricult.  College  Experiment 
12        Station,  New  Brunswick  

1  New  Jersey  — Geological  Survey   i 

New  Orleans  Picavune,  New  Orleans,  La. 

4  New  York  (City),— Com.  of  Public  Baths  ... 

New  York  (City),— Public  Library  

New  York  (City),  Mercantile  Library  

11  New  York  (City),  Society  Library  

1  New  York  (State),— Bur.  of  Stat,  of  Labor  .  2 

1  New  York  (State),—  Commission  in  Lunacy 

2  New  York  (State),—  Dept.  of  Pub.  Instruc.  . 

1  New  York  (State),— Factorv  Inspectors  1 

l  New  York  (State),— Fisheries,  Game  and 
1        Forest  Commission   i 

New  York  (State),— Insurance,  Supt.  of  1 

1  New  York  (State),— Library  l 

1  New  York  (State),— Reformatory   l 

1  New   York  (State),— Veterinary  College, 

Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca,  N.  Y  

1  New  York  (State),— Supreme  Court  

New  York,  University  of  the  State  of  —  Pub- 
1       lie  Libraries  Division  4 

New  York  Baptist  Union   

1  New  York  Farmers,  Society  of  the  

1  New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  N.  Y.. 

New  York  Medical  College  and  Hospital  for 

1  Women,  New  York  

New  York  Sabbath  Commission,  New  York. 
New  York  Theosophical  Publishing  Co   1 

2  New  York  Trade  School,  New  York  

New  York  Tribune,  New  York   l 

2  New  York  University,  New  York  

1  New  York  World,  New  York  

Newark,  N.  J.,— Free  Public  Library  

1  Newark  Technical  School,  Newark,  N.  J  

1  Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  111  

2  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,— Board  of  Education  

Nichols,  Mr.  H.  S.,  London,  England  

9  Norman,  Mr.  A.  C,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  33 

1  North  Adams,  Mass.,—  Public  Library  

1  North  Bennett  St.  Industrial  School,  Water- 
1       town,  Mass  

North  Carolina  —  Agric.  Exp.  Sta.,  Raleigh. 

North  Carolina  -  State  Board  of  Agricul.  . .  1 

North  Dakota  —  Agricul.  Exp.  Sta.,  Fargo.. 
1  Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  111. . . . 

Norwich  Free  Academy,  Norwich,  Conn  

22  Nottingham,  Eng.,  Borough  of  

Nye,  Mr.  A.  C  1 

5 

1  Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  Ohio  

Ohio  — Agric.  Exper.  Station,  Wooster  

1  Ohio  —  State  Library,  Columbus,  Ohio  1 

1  Omaha,  Neb.,— Public  Library  

1  Oregon  —  State  Agricultural  College  —  Ex- 

1       periment  Station,  Corvallis  

1  Oregon,  University  of,  Eugene  City  

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. .  1 
1  Ovington,  Miss  Irene  H.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y...  1 
1 

7  Packer  Collegiate  Ins.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  1 

1  Parson,  J.  R.,  Miller,  Louis,  and  Steward, 

1        J.  F.,  Messrs   1 

1  Paterson,  N.  J.,— Free  Public  Library  

4  Peirce,  Sarah  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa  

Pennsylvania  —  State  Agri.  Col.,  Centre  Co.  2 
Pennsylvania,  University  of,  Phila.,  Pa  

5  Philadelphia,  Pa.,— Board  of  Directors  of 

City  Trusts  

4  Philadelphia,  Pa.,— City  Institute  

1  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Free  Library  of  

3  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Acad,  of  Nat.  Sciences... 
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Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Mercantile  Library  of  

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Library  Company  of  

Plummer,  Miss  Mary  W.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y...  1 

Portland,  Oregon,—  Library  Association  

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,—  City  Library   

Powell,  Mr.  R.  W.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  1 

Pratt,  Mr.  C.  M.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  2 

Pratt,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  4 

Pratt,  Mrs.  Charles,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  1 

Present  Problem  Publishing  Company  

Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J  

Providence,  R.  I.,—  Bur.  of  Ind.  Statistics  . .  1 

Providence,  R.  I.,—  Public  Library  

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  I  ... 
Purdue  University —  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  Lafayette,  Ind  

Queen's  College  and  Univ.,  Kingston,  Can.. 
Quincy,  111.,—  Public  Library  

Radcliffe  College,  Cambridge,  Mass  

Reform  Club :  Sound  Curr.  Com.,  New  York. 

Reynolds'  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y  

Rhode  Island  — College  of  Agriculture  and 
Mechanic  Arts,  Kingston  

Rhode  Island  — Col.  of  Agri.  and  Mechanic 
Arts  —  Experiment  Station,  Kingston  ... 

Rhode  Island  — Commis.  of  Public  Schools..  1 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design  

Richards,  Mr.  C.  R.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  1 

Ripon  College,  Ripon,  Wis  

Roberts,  Mr.  J.  A   1 

Rochester  Athenaeum  and  Mechanics  Insti- 
tute, Rochester,  N.  Y  

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  University  of  

Rollins  College,  Winter  Park,  Florida  

Rose  Polytechnic  Inst.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind  .. 

Rowland,  Mrs.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  5 

St.  Lawrence  University,  Canton,  N.  Y  

St.  Louis,  Mo.,— Public  Library  

St.  Louis,  Mo.,— Mercantile  Library  

Salem,  Mass.,— Public  Library  

San  Francisco,  Cal.,—  Free  Public  Library..  3 

Saunders,  Mr.  Frederick,  New  York  

Sauveur  College  of  Languages  and  Amherst 

Summer  School,  Amherst,  Mass  

Scientific  Alliance  of  New  York  

Scranton,  Pa.,— Public  Library  

Scribner's  Sons,  Messrs.  Charles  

Searight,  Mr.  James  A.,  Uniontown,  Pa  1 

Seattle,  Wash.,— Library  Commission  

Sibell,  Mr.  John  A.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  17 

Smith,  Miss  Mabelle  M.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  1 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass  

Somerville,  Mass.,— Public  Library  

South  Carolina,— Agricultural  Experiment 

Station,  Fort  Hill  

South  Dakota,— Agricultural  College  and 

Experiment  Station,  Brookings  

Spanish  Legation,  Washington,  D.  C  

Springfield,  Mass.,— City  Library  Assoc.  ... 

Springfield,  Mass.,—  Supt.  of  Schools  

Springfield,  Ind.  Inst.,  Springfield,  Mass  

Standard  Und'gr.  Cable  Co.,  P'ttsb'rgh,  Pa.  1 
Stechert,  Mr.  G.  E.,  New  York  1 


6  Stevens  Point,  Wis.,—  State  Normal  School 

6  Stokes,  Mr.  A..  P  1 

29  Storrs  School  —  Agr.  Exp.  Sta.,  Storrs.Conn. 

1  Students' Christian  Science  Association  1 

1  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,— Central  Library  

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  University  of  

7  Teachers  College,  New  York  

Teller,  G.  L.,  Fayettevillo,  Ark  

1  Tennessee,  University  of,  Knoxville,  Tenn.. 

1  Thomas,  Mr.  Douglass  H.,  Baltimore,  Md... 

Throop  Polytechnic  Inst.,  Pasadena,  Cal  

14  Tomlins,  Mr.  W.  L.,  Chicago,  111  

14  Tufts  College,  Medford,  Mass  

4  Union  for  Christian  Work,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. . 

Union  University,  Schenectady,  N.  Y  

1  United  States  Govt.,  Washington,  D.  C  142 

6  Utah,  University  of,  Salt  Lake  City  

1  Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y  

6  Vermont  —  Agri.  Exp.  Station,  Burlington  .  12 
1  Vermont,  University  of,  Burlington  

Victoria  Pub.  Lib.,  Melbourne,  Australia... 
1  Victoria  University,  Toronto,  Canada  

Vienna  —  Technologisches  Gewerbe-Mus.  ..  3 

8  Virginia  — Agricultural    and  Mechanical 

College  Experi.  Station,  Blacksburg   8 

1  Volta  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C   3 

20 

2  Wabash  College,  Crawfordsville,  Ind   1 

Waltham,  Mass.,— Public  Library  2  15 

Washington,  D.  C, —  City  Free  Library   1 

1  Washington  Heights  Free  Lib.,  New  York  .  1 

1  Washington  and  Jefferson  Coll.,  Wash.,  Pa.  2 

1  Washington  and  Lee  Univ.,  Lexington,  Va..  1 

1  Watertown,  Mass.,— Free  Public  Library...  1 

Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass   1 

Wells  College,  Aurora,  N.  Y   l 

1  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn....  3 

2  West,  Mr.  T.  D  1 

1  Weston  Drawing-Teachers'  Association   1 

16  West  Virginia,  University  of  —  Agricultural 

13        Experiment  Station,  Morgantown   4 

1  Wilmington,  Del.,—  Public  Library    1 

Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del   1 

2  Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mass   2 

1  Wilson,  Mrs.  L.  A  2 

3  Wisconsin,  University  of  —  Agricultural  Ex- 

1       periment  Station,  Madison   10 

1  Wisconsin  —  Free  Library  Commission   2 

1  Wisconsin  —  State  Historical  Society   1 

Wood- Allen  Pub.  Co.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich  1 

Worcester,  Mass.,—  Free  Public  Library   1 

1  Worcester,  Mass.,  Polytechnic  Institute   1 

1  Wyoming,  Univ.  of  —  Agricult.  Col.,  Laramie  5 

6  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Boston,  Mass  1 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   2 

8  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  — International  Com..  7 

1  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn   2 

i     Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Elevated  Railroad  Company. 

1  Map  of  Brooklyn. 

Lamport,  Mr.  H.  H.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Eleven 

2  photographs. 


ANONYMOUS  GIFTS. 


Arnold,  Thomas.  Tom  Brown's  School  Days.  1 

Bradley,  C.  F.   Quest  of  the  Holy  Grail   l 

Brown,  C.  D.   Alton  Mill  

Butler,  P.  M.   The  Home  1 

Clark,  J.  S.,  and  Parker,  F.  W.   Some  Vital 

Principles  in  Education  

Clark,  S.  H.  Exercises  in  Mental  Technique 

Cornwell,  W.  C.  Greenbacks  

Drummond,  Henry.   Greatest  Thing  in  the 

World  1 

Gibbons,  James.  Cardinal.     Faith  of  our 

Fathers  1 


Hinckley,  F.  A.  Home  to  the  Ideal   1 

Influence  of  Example   1 

1  Italy  —  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  2 

Lawyers'  Club,  New  York   1 

Lever,  C.  J.   Martins  of  Cro'  Martin  1 

1  National     Gallery,  London.  Descriptive 

1       Catalogue   1 

1  Page,  W.  G.  Interior  Decoration  of  School- 
houses   1 

Papers  in  Penology  1 

Sanitarian,  The   2 
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PRATT  INSTITUTE 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 

REPORT  OF  THE  FREE  LIBRARY 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898* 


REPORT  OF  THE  FREE  LIBRARY. 


To  The  Trustees: 

^^?w>  ENTLEMEN,  Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Free  Library 
■fi^K  °^  ^ra^  Institute  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 
■  W  ■)  Although  the  past  year  has  shown  an  increase  of  use  in  most  depart- 
ments  of  the  Library,  the  rate  of  this  increase  has  not  been  as  great  as 
we  could  wish  to  report.  From  an  examination  of  the  reports  of  other 
libraries,  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  we  are  not  alone  in  registering  a  falling-off  in 
our  usual  annual  gain.  Various  reasons  are  given  by  these  libraries,  the  majority 
claiming  that  the  open  winter  of  the  past  year,  offering  more  opportunities  for  bi- 
cycling and  other  outdoor  exercises,  has  contributed  to  lessen  the  amount  of  indoor 
occupations,  reading  included.  A  prominent  circulating  library  informs  us  that  its 
circulation  is  always  in  inverse  ratio  to  the  deposits  in  the  savings-banks,  and  from 
the  present  fall  in  its  circulation  and  the  increase  in  deposits  infers  that  fewer  men 
and  boys  are  unemployed  and  that  for  this  reason  less  reading  is  done.  If  these 
two  facts  are  the  real  causes  of  the  diminution  in  library  figures,  we  can  scarcely 
make  it  a  source  of  regret. 


CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  from  9  a.  M.  to  6  P.  m.  on  all  week-days  except  legal  holidays,  and  from 
9  a.  m.  to  9:30  p.  m.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Saturdays. 

REGISTRATION. 


Registration  of  adults  for  the  year,  at  the  main  library   3,161 

"         of  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age   2,226 

"         at  the  Astral  Branch   624 

"         at  the  Long  Island  Branch   487 


Total  registration  for  the  year   6,498 

Total  renewals  (to  be  added)   3,459 


9,957 

Total  expirations  (to  be  deducted)   5,725 


Growth  in  registration   4,232 

Total  registration  to  date   46,498 


The  total  active  membership  of  the  Library,  including  the  Branches,  June  30, 
1898,  is  reckoned  as  32,678. 

In  response  to  a  set  of  inquiries  sent  out  by  the  Boston  Public  Library,  asking 
the  usage  of  libraries  in  regard  to  fines  and  damages,  we  investigated  our  own 
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record  on  this  question  and  found  that  as  against  more  than  $1,800  of  fines  and 
damages  assessed  and  collected  during  1896-97,  there  were  only  $36  uncollected 
and  still  due.  This  seemed  to  us  a  small  proportion  of  loss.  This  amount  we  had 
not  been  able  to  collect  from  either  borrower  or  guarantor,  showing  the  irresponsi- 
bility of  both. 

The  character  of  the  patronage  of  the  circulating  department  continues  to  im- 
prove, many  more  readers  of  cultivation  using  the  department  than  formerly,  while 
several  current  events  and  history  clubs  have  visited  it  for  help  in  selecting  their 
books.  Much  more  use  of  the  registration-room  has  been  observed,  for  the  exami- 
ination  and  selection  of  books,  and  the  assistants  have  been  more  frequently  re- 
quested to  show  new  books  than  ever  before. 

QRCULATION. 

The  circulation  from  the  Main  Library  (including  that  of  French  and  German 
books)  has  been  as  follows: 

To  borrowers  over  fourteen  years  of  age   212,147 

"         "       under    "          "     «  "    42,818 

"  the  Astral  Branch   3,481 

"   li  Long  Island  Branch   2,961 

"   "  Froebel  Academy   304 

"   "  City  Park  Chapel   550 

"   "  Good  Will  Club   420 

"   "  Boys'  Welcome  Hall   300 

"   "  CivitasClub   20 


Total  from  Main  Library   263,001 

Circulation  of  the  Astral  Branch   32,866 

Circulation  of  the  Long  Island  Branch   30,392 


Total  circulation  for  home  reading   326,259 

The  gain  over  the  circulation  of  last  year  is   11,969 

The  comparison  of  circulation  by  months  is  as  follows : 

1896-97  1897-98  1896-97  1897-98 

July   17,195  19,813  January   24,008  24,334 

August   15,462  19,450  February   23,275  23,275 

September....  16,208  18,380  March    26,909  24,852 

October   21,455  23,284  April    23,229  22,997 

November   21,886  24,460  May   22,323  20,535 

December   22,024  23,081  June   21,303  18,540 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  losses  in  circulation  began  in  those 
months  in  which  the  circulation  is  usually  heaviest,  the  first  three  or  four  of  the 
year,  and  in  which  the  severity  of  the  weather  usually  prevents  much  out-of-door 
exercise. 

The  Library  was  open  306  days,  giving  an  average  circulation  of  859  per  day. 
The  heaviest  circulation  at  the  Main  Library  was  1,614,  on  November  27th. 

Especial  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  have  the  privileges  of  the 
Library  thoroughly  understood  by  borrowers.  Notices  in  regard  to  the  reserving 
and  renewing  of  books,  and  to  the  privilege  of  returning  books  at  any  one  of  the 
libraries,  no  matter  from  which  one  they  had  been  drawn,  have  been  posted,  with 
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immediate  results.  At  one  time  there  were  497  reserves  in  for  books.  A  copy  of 
the  new  edition  of  "  Information  for  Borrowers"  is  given  to  every  one  who  regis- 
ters. Works  in  two  volumes  are  now  given  out  as  one  volume,  a  privilege  very 
gratifying  to  most  of  our  readers. 

The  total  percentage  of  fiction  circulated  at  the  Main  Library,  including  chil- 
dren's stories  and  fiction  in  foreign  languages,  is  66 ;  at  the  Astral  Branch  64 ;  and 
at  the  Long  Island  Branch  68.  The  circulation  of  works  in  French  has  been  3,363, 
and  in  German  3,462,  a  considerable  increase  over  the  number  reported  last  year. 

A  new  club  was  added  to  our  list  of  borrowers,  in  February,  the  Boys'  Welcome 
Club.  We  have  been  surprised  and  pleased  that  such  good  care  has  been  taken  of 
the  books  circulated  to  this  club,  and  have  admired  its  ingenious  system  of  charg- 
ing the  books. 

Since  January,  1896,  61  shelf -permits  have  been  given  out  to  be  used  "  until 
further  notice"  by  teachers  and  other  persons  whose  work  required  research. 
Fifty-nine  permits  are  now  in  the  hands  of  borrowers,  and  the  privilege  does  not 
seem,  so  far,  to  have  been  abused.  The  number  of  school-room  cards  issued  has 
been  147,  and  of  Normal  students'  cards  46. 


MENDING. 

The  number  of  volumes  mended  at  the  Main  Library  has  been   63,675 

At  the  Astral  Branch   7,873 

At  the  Long  Island  Branch   5,511 

Total  mended   77,059 

This  is  an  increase  of  7,889  volumes  over  the  number  mended  last  year.  At  one 
time,  in  November,  there  were  1,300  volumes,  in  various  stages  of  repair,  on  the 
mending-table,  the  weight  causing  the  table  to  break  through  the  glass  floor  on 
which  it  was  standing. 

The  receipts  in  this  department  have  been  as  follows : 


From  fines,  Main  Library   $1,444  44 

"       "     Astral  Branch   133  31 

"       "     Long  Island  Branch   142  42 

1  '     volumes  lost  and  paid  for,  Main  Library   47  57 

"         "       "     "         "      Astral  Branch    

"          "       "     "         "      Long  Island  Branch   2  09 

"     sales,  Main  Library   68  05 

"       "     Astral  Branch   55 

"       "     Long  Island  Branch   5  55 


Total  receipts   $1,843  98 


The  new  public  catalogue-case,  holding  small,  single  drawers  to  be  taken  out 
and  carried  to  the  tables  for  consultation,  has  met  with  general  approval.  In  spite 
of  the  placard  placed  above  it,  explaining  its  use,  people  are  frequently  found  on 
tiptoe  trying  to  look  into  the  top  drawers,  while  one  woman  stood  on  a  chair  until 
her  attention  was  called  to  the  notice. 

The  heaviest  piece  of  work  of  the  year  for  this  department  was  the  shifting,  in 
June,  of  every  book  in  the  first-floor  stack,  in  order  to  make  room  for  some  4,000 
volumes  from  the  Long  Island  Branch,  now  incorporated  in  the  Main  Library. 
This  work,  with  the  shelving  of  the  books  received,  occupied  three  days  and  neces- 
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sitated  the  help  of  members  of  the  staff  from  other  departments.  In  order  to  make 
room,  the  100s  and  200s,  or  books  in  Philosophy  and  Theology,  were  moved  to  the 
second  stack. 

A  number  of  borrowers  belonging  to  the  Long  Island  Branch  have  followed  the 
books  to  the  Main  Library,  but  it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  give  statistics  of  any 
significance. 


READING-ROOM. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9 : 30  P.  M. 

Visits  to  the  Reading-room  of  Main  Library   56,963 

"       "  "  Astral  Branch   30,976 

'<       "  "  Long  Island  Branch   * 

Total  attendance   87,939 

Periodicals  and  serials  now  subscribed  for  at  the  Main  Library   223 

Newspapers                 "         "         "     "        "       "    13 

Periodicals                   "          "         "     "     Astral  Branch   39 

"                          "          "         "            Long  Island  Branch.  36 

Total   311 

Periodicals  received  as  exchanges  for  Pratt  Institute  Monthly   53 

"  "       "  gifts   34 

Three  of  our  periodicals  have  ceased  publication  during  the  year,  Garden  and 
Forest,  The  Collector,  and  La  Revue  Internationale  des  Archives,  des  Bibliotheques  et 
des  Musees.  The  New  Booh  List  has  been  dropped.  The  following  have  been  added 
to  the  list  published  in  last  year's  report : 

American  Colonial  Tracts.  Literarisches  Centralblatt  fur  Deutsch- 

American  Journal  of  Archaeology.  land. 

American  Physical  Education  Review.  Literature. 

Art  (L')  et  Decoration.  Little  Folks.  (Cassino.) 

Bibliographe  Moderne,  Le.  Michigan  Political  Science  Association : 

English  Monthly  Catalogue.  Publications. 

Great  Round  World.  (Staff  copy.)  Progress. 

House  Beautiful.  Universe. 

Library  Assistant. 

As  a  rule,  the  order  of  this  room  has  been  excellent.  It  has,  however,  been  found 
necessary  to  limit  the  time  during  which  any  reader  may  keep  a  daily  paper  in  his 
possession,  as  much  dissatisfaction  had  been  expressed  on  this  score.  A  few  muti- 
lations of  periodicals  have  occurred,  and  two  or  three  persons  have  been  forbidden 
admission  to  the  room  for  good  reasons.  Indeed,  I  cannot  remember  any  one  year 
in  which  the  Library  has  had  as  much  difficulty  in  dealing  with  objectionable  visi- 
tors to  one  or  another  of  the  departments.  The  complaint  in  regard  to  noise  from 
the  Children's  Room  adjoining  is  never  heard  nowadays,  the  order  of  that  room  be- 
ing much  improved  since  the  first  year. 

An  accumulation  of  old  newspapers  and  odd  numbers  of  magazines  has  been  dis- 
posed of,  but  the  Reading-room  suffers  for  want  of  cupboard-room  in  which  to 
store  exchanges  and  gifts  for  which  there  is  no  space  on  the  racks.  We  have  can- 
vassed various  plans  for  meeting  the  situation,  but  none  seems  practicable. 

*  See  reference  department  statistics,  page  8. 
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REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9: 30  p.  m. 

Attendance  at  the  Reference  Department  of  the  Main  Library   24,751 

"  "  "  "  "     Astral  Branch....  10,257 

"  "  "  "  "  Long  Island  Branch  10,732 


Total  attendance   45,740 

Number  of  volumes  brought  from  stack  for  consultation,  Main  Library  12,902 
"        "  "        "       "     "         "  Astral  Branch  932 

"        "  "        "       "     "         "    Long  Island  Branch  298 


Total   14,132 

In  July  and  August,  as  a  measure  of  economy,  the  department  was  administered 
from  the  General  Reference-room,  the  Periodical  Reference-room  being  closed  ex- 
cept when  something  was  called  for  from  its  shelves.  During  August,  count  was 
kept  of  the  number  of  persons  plainly  incommoded  by  this  arrangement,  and  a 
total  of  100  persons  was  found,  or  about  one-seventh  the  entire  number  for  the 
month.  It  is  with  much  regret  therefore  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  continue  the 
arrangement  the  present  summer. 

The  High  School  of  the  Institute  has  made  much  greater  use  of  the  department 
the  past  year  than  ever  before.  The  Text-book  Collection  has  been  in  considerable 
demand,  and  but  one  book  is  missing.  The  collection,  though  carefully  selected,  is 
growing  steadily  and  will  soon  require  more  space.  The  usefulness  of  the  poetry 
and  portrait  indexes  has  been  repeatedly  demonstrated,  especially  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  volumes  shelved  in  the  department  July  1,  1898,  was  15,281.  To 
all  of  these  the  public  has  free  access.  The  chief  additions  to  its  resources  for  the 
year  are  as  follows : 

Britton  and  Brown.    Illustrated  flora  of  the  Northern  U.  S.,  Canada, 
and  the  British  Possessions.    3  vols. 

Proctor.    Classified  Index  to  early  printed  books  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum.   Sec.  1-2. 

Bible.    Polychrome  edition. 

Fernow.    Records  of  New  Amsterdam.    7  vols. 

Stevens.    Historical  nuggets.    2  vols. 

Mine,  quarry,  and  metallurgical  record. 

Peck.    Harper's  dictionary  of  classical  literature. 

New  York  state  colonial  laws.    5  vols. 

Ellis.    People's  standard  history  of  the  United  States.    5  vols.  (Chil- 
dren's Reference  library.) 
Growoll.    American  book-clubs. 

Bergen.    Register  of  the  early  settlers  of  Kings  County. 

Houston.    Dictionary  of  electrical  words.    New  edition. 

Peabody  Institute  Library.    Second  catalogue,  vols.  1-2. 

Copinger.    Supplement  to  Hain's  Repertorium  Bibliographieum. 

Roman  martyrology. 

Beach.    Company  law.    2  vols. 

Century  atlas  of  the  world. 

These  added  resources  are  made  known  to  all  members  of  the  staff  at  the  regular 
staff  meetings,  so  that  any  of  them,  if  called  on  to  serve  temporarily  in  the  depart- 
ment, may  be  acquainted  with  the  newest  works  of  reference. 
*  This  includes  both  reference  and  reading-room  statistics. 
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20  reading  and  reference-lists  have  been  prepared  by  the  department,  mostly  by 
request,  and  14  by  the  students  of  the  Library  School. 

Compiled  by  the  Reference  Department. 

Poland.  Chivalry. 

Charles  VIII  of  France.  Training  schools  for  servants. 

Renaissance,  The.  Chinese  and  Japanese  pottery. 

Military  drill  in  the  public  schools.  Recent  Spanish  literature. 

Mme.  de  Maintenon.  Mushrooms. 

Mme.  Roland.  Mazzini. 

Rosa  Bonheur.  Lamennais. 

Luther.  Irish  revolution  of  1798. 

Conditions  and  customs  in  the  United  Vasco  da  Gama. 

States  just  after  the  Revolution.  Christina  Rossetti. 
Embroidery. 

Compiled  by  the  students  of  the  Library  School. 

Outline  for  course  in  American  litera-    Methods  of  teaching  History. 

ture.  Methods  of  teaching  Language. 

Authors  for  children.  Methods  of  teaching  Science. 

Bluing  and  baking-powder.  Pictures  of  historical  costumes. 

Historical  poetry.  Savonarola. 

Indexes  and  descriptive  catalogues  of   Index  for  Pratt  Institute  Monthly. 

United  States  documents.  Revision  of  Arbor-Day  list. 

Methods  of  teaching  English.  Revision  of  Kindergarten  list. 

In  addition  to  the  making  of  these  lists,  the  department  has  added  the  Library's 
call-numbers  to  the  printed  reference-lists  issued  by  other  libraries,  and  mounted 
them  for  use. 

ART  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9:30  P.  m.,  from 
September  15  to  July  1.  Open  at  specified  hours  from  July  1  to  September  15. 

Attendance   12,260 

Number  of  books  taken  out  on  deposit   97 

"       "     "        "      "    "  department  orders   1,439 

"       "  photographs  taken  out  on  department  orders   2,726 

"       "          "         used  at  Library   6,026 

A  count  of  the  volumes  shelved  in  this  room,  June  30,  1897,  showed  572  starred 
books  *  and  volumes  of  plates  and  348  volumes  of  bound  periodicals.  Since  then, 
the  chief  additions  have  been: 

Grasset.    La  plante.  Pugin.   Antient  Timbered  Houses. 

Strange.    Book  of  alphabets.  Winckelmann.    Reflections  on  the 

Seidlitz.    Allgemeine  Portratwerk.  painting  of  the  Greeks.  1765. 

Williamson.    Portrait  miniatures.  Lawrence.    Elgin  marbles.  1818. 

Boutet  de  Monvel.    Jeanne  d'Arc.  Vallance.    William  Morris. 

Jameson.    Sacred  and  legendary  Blomfield.   History  of  Renaissance 

art ;  ed.  by  Hurll.  architecture  in  England. 

Kristeller.  Early  Florentine  wood-  Millar.    Plastering,  plain  and  de- 
cuts,  corative. 

Marks.    Life  and  letters  of  Fred-  Weale.   Early  workers  in  Christian 

erick  Walker.  decoration. 

Rowe.    French  wood-carvings.  Perrot  and  Chipiez.   History  of  art 

Crallan.    Details  of  Gothic  wood-  in  Sardinia,  Judaea,  Syria,  and 

carving.  Asia  Minor. 

Hooker.    Rhododendrons  of  the 
Himalayas. 
Allowed  to  go  out  only  on  payment  of  a  cash-deposit. 
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The  architectural  periodicals,  both  bound  and  current,  have  been  removed  to 
this  department  . 

The  rearrangement  of  the  entire  collection  of  photographs,  in  accordance  with 
the  views  of  the  Art  Committee  of  the  Institute,  in  order  to  render  the  classifica- 
tion more  practical  for  students'  use,  was  completed  early  in  1898  and  the  notation 
changed  to  conform  to  the  new  arrangement.  In  addition  to  this  and  the  labeling 
and  guiding  of  the  photograph  drawers,  a  shelf -list  (or  drawer-list,  in  this  instance) 
and  a  subject-index  will  serve  as  guides  to  the  collection,  no  list  by  artists  being 
deemed  necessary,  considering  the  fact  that  each  is  brought  out  in  the  classifica- 
tion under  his  school. 

Lists  compiled  by  the  Students  of  the  Library  School  for  this  Department. 

On  the  Dutch  painters,  Mauve  and  Electrolier  and  chandelier  designs. 

Israels.  Textile  designs. 

On  the  English  painters,  Crome,  Cot-  Kitchen  interiors. 

man,  Gainsborough,  Turner,  Wil-  Church  interiors. 

son.  Studies  of  the  nude. 

Sir  Frederick  Leighton.  Studies  of  animals. 

Illustrations  of  the  work  of  Burne-  Assyrian,  Egyptian,  Greek,  and  Roman 

Jones.  ornament. 

Book-plates.  Domestic  architecture  of  all  ages. 

Miniatures.  Chinese  architecture. 

Stained-glass  windows.  Hindoo  architecture. 

Indexes  have  been  made  by  the  class  to  the  Library's  collection  of  library  plans, 
elevations,  sections,  interior  details;  to  "La  Plante,"  by  Grasset;  to  "La  Descrip- 
tion de  l'Egypte";  to  "English  Landscape  Painters";  to  the  Magazine  of  Botany; 
to  "Artistic  Japan,"  Conder's  "Flowers  of  Japan,"  Miner's  "Orchids,"  Pratt's 
"Haunts  of  the  wild  flowers,"  Hulme's  "Familiar  wild  flowers,"  Mathews's  "Fa- 
miliar trees" ;  to  the  architectural  examples  in  the  advertising  pages  of  architec- 
tural magazines ;  and  to  the  reproductions  in  the  Art  Journal,  Portfolio,  and  Maga- 
zine of  Art  of  the  works  of  Burne-Jones,  Watts,  Rossetti,  and  Leighton. 


CATALOGUING  DEPARTMENT. 

Volumes  catalogued  during  the  year  4,571 

Of  these,  475  were  in  French,  201  in  German,  and  3,895  in  English  and  other  lan- 
guages. 879  volumes  were  made  ready  for  the  Astral  Branch,  and  192  for  the  Long 
Island  Branch;  2,364  volumes  were  prepared  for  rebinding,  and  2,294  of  these  for 
the  shelves  after  their  return;  7,674  were  plated,  labeled,  and  made  ready  for  the 
shelves;  1,015  volumes  were  discarded  (255  from  the  Astral  Branch )  and  sent  to 
the  Kings  County  Penitentiary  and  to  a  school  in  Lexington,  Ky. 

One  of  the  pieces  of  work  that  has  occupied  the  less  crowded  moments  of  the  de- 
partment has  been  the  examination  of  the  French  fiction  with  a  view  to  placing  the 
"minor  label"  in  those  books  which  seemed  to  require  it, — a  task  requiring  good 
judgment  and  much  time.  It  proceeds  slowly  in  view  of  the  more  urgent  work  of 
the  department. 

About  2,000  book-dummies  have  been  made  ready  during  the  year.  The  sudden 
increase  in  the  applications  for  the  reserving  of  books  necessitated  a  part  of  this 
preparation.  The  saving  of  time  at  the  period  of  the  annual  inventory  amply  justi- 
fies this  work,  quite  aside  from  its  daily  usefulness  to  the  circulating  department. 
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A  record  has  been  kept  of  the  work  done  on  the  diagraph  during  the  months 
since  and  including  December.  It  shows  98  stencils  and  1,894  sheets  to  have  been 
printed  for  Library  and  School  use. 

A  shelf-list  on  cards  has  been  made  for  the  Children's  Room,  and  the  renumber- 
ing of  the  class  of  Literature  is  still  in  progress. 

A  supplement  to  the  Children's  List  has  been  made  ready  for  printing,  to  be 
bound  with  the  five  hundred  copies  of  the  original  list  now  at  the  printer's.  A  new 
list  of  the  Library's  resources  in  Social  Science  has  been  cyclostyled,  bringing  the 
titles  down  to  April,  1898. 

The  records  of  books  shelved  in  the  various  departments  of  the  Institute,  499  in 
number,  and  now  withdrawn  from  the  count  of  the  Library,  have  all  been  erased 
from  our  catalogues,  shelf-lists,  &c.  As  the  books  belong  virtually  to  the  depart- 
ments and  are  never  used  by  the  Library,  it  seemed  hardly  worth  our  while  to  keep 
trace  of  them  constantly.  This  change  will  make  the  taking  of  our  inventory 
much  easier  and  is  generally  regarded  in  the  Library  as  an  improvement. 


ORDER  DEPARTMENT* 

5,404  volumes  have  been  entered  during  the  year. 

Additions  by  purchase                   3,777    Additions  in  English   4,834 

"        "  gift                          1,077  "  "  French   228 

"        "  binding  pamphlets  "  "  German   218 

and  periodicals      550  "  "  Italian   110 

Additions  for  circulation                4,852  "  u  Spanish   2 

"      . "  reference   389  "  u  Latin  and  other  lan- 

Starred  books                                  163                           guages   12 

Total  number  of  volumes  entered  to  date  (June  30,  1898),  includ- 
ing volumes  at  both  Branches   71,544 

Total  number  of  volumes  withdrawn  to  date   4,528* 

Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  Library   67,016 

The  most  considerable  gifts  of  the  year  have  been  a  number  of  works  in  various 
languages  from  E.  D.  Desi,  from  R.  R.  Bowker,  and  a  collection  of  about  200  works 
on  art  from  Professor  J.  L.  Corning. 

1,015  volumes  have  been  discarded  during  the  year.  This  is  691  more  than  were 
discarded  last  year,  showing  that  a  greater  proportion  of  our  books  have  reached 
the  limit  of  wear.  1,751  other  volumes  were  withdrawn  for  various  causes.  The 
replacing  of  these  books  is  an  important  item  of  our  expenses. 

769  volumes  in  paper  were  sent  to  the  binder  for  first  binding  and  60  volumes  of 
pamphlets  have  been  put  together  and  made  ready  for  the  binder. 

The  volumes  turned  over  to  the  Institute  departments  were  distributed  as 
follows : 

General  Office                             2  vols.    Science  and  Technology  De- 
High  School   29    "  partment  '   146  vols. 

Fine  Arts  Department   52    "      Kindergarten  Department          176  " 

Domestic  Art  Department  27  u   

Domestic  Science   67    "  Total   499 


*  This  includes  322  volumes  hitherto  counted  as  belonging  to  the  Library,  but  in  reality  tor  the 
exclusive  use  of  two  of  the  Institute  departments. 
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CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  8: 30  P.  M.,  October 
to  May;  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.,  May  to  October. 

The  registration  in  this  department,  2,226,  shows  a  gain  of  470,  but  a  falling-off 
in  the  last  two  months.  The  circulation,  showing  a  total  gain  of  3,811,  exhibits 
the  same  decrease  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  proportion  of  renewals  to  expirations  was  one-fourth.  The  fact  that  a  large 
part  of  the  juvenile  membership  comes  from  families  belonging  to  the  floating 
population  accounts  for  much  of  the  failure  to  renew.  It  is  no  unusual  thing  for 
such  families  to  move  as  often  as  four  times  a  year,  often  taking  the  children  quite 
out  of  reach  of  the  Library.  The  effort  to  keep  up  with  the  changed  addresses,  in 
order  not  to  lose  books  or  children,  is  a  continual  strain. 

During  the  summer  months,  when  the  children  left  in  town  had  no  lessons  to 
study  and  very  little  to  amuse  them,  they  were  allowed  to  exchange  books  once  in 
two  instead  of  three  days.  On  rainy  days  they  are  never  allowed  to  take  away 
more  than  one  book,  and  only  one  volume  at  a  time  of  St.  Nicholas  or  other  maga- 
zines in  demand. 

The  reading  of  the  register-pledge,  which  is  as  follows:  "By  writing  my  name  in 
this  register,  I  pledge  myself  to  take  good  care  of  all  the  books  I  draw  from  this 
Library,  to  pay  all  fines  and  damages  rightly  charged  against  me,  and  to  obey  all 
the  rules  of  the  Children's  Library  and  Reading-Boom.  The  person  who  acts  as  my 
reference  is  of  age  and  lives  in  Brooklyn,"  has  impressed  the  children  with  the 
substance  of  their  duty  to  the  Library  and  it  is  believed  has  led  to  greater  care  of 
the  books.  In  new  books  the  following  label  is  inserted:  "This  is  a  new  book. 
Take  good  care  of  it.  If  you  keep  it  clean  and  fresh  it  will  last  a  long  time,  and 
many  other  boys  and  girls  will  be  able  to  read  it,"  and  on  wet  days  the  children  are 
required  to  wrap  up  their  books  before  taking  them  away, —  all  of  which  precaution 
on  our  part  is  gradually  making  an  impression. 

The  room  has  been  supplied  with  additional  bulletin-boards,  on  one  of  which  a 
weekly  analysis,  on  cards,  of  the  juvenile  periodicals  is  placed,  under  the  headings, 
Our  Country,  Foreign  Countries,  The  Army,  The  Navy,  War,  How  to  make  things, 
Inventions,  Discovery,  Real  People,  Animals,  Sports,  Boys  and  Girls,  Short  Stories, 
Public  Buildings,  Puzzles,  Stamps,  Photography,  Indians,  Verse,  &c.  The  assis- 
tants report  that  this  practice  has  led  to  serious  reading  of  the  magazines  where 
previously  they  were  examined  only  for  the  pictures.  The  curiosity  of  the  boys  as 
to  the  use  of  these  cards  and  their  quickness  in  availing  themselves  of  this  new 
method  of  assistance  were  amusing  and  gratifying. 

The  evening  attendance  for  the  seven  months,  October  1st  to  May  1st,  was  3,856 
as  against  3,484  last  year.  The  increase  was  rather  a  surprise  to  us,  as  much  greater 
care  was  taken  this  year  than  last  to  keep  out  disorderly  boys  who  proved  incorrigi- 
ble by  any  method  of  treatment  we  could  devise.  The  attendant  in  the  room  was 
one  of  the  Library  School  students,  the  assistant-in-charge  being  unable  to  give 
regular  supervision.  Another  year  we  hope  to  report  closer  supervision  and  a  bet- 
ter quality  of  evening-work,  as  well  as  quantity.  In  order  to  use  the  room  in  the 
evening,  a  boy  or  girl  must  hold  a  library-card,  and  this  rule  has  proved  an  obstacle 
to  those  boys  who  wished  to  come  simply  to  create  disturbance,  since  they  object 
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strongly  to  giving  their  names.  The  order  in  the  room,  both  day  and  evening,  has 
been  much  better  than  last  year,  and  as  a  rule  even  in  rush-times  the  children  are 
as  quiet  as  so  many  grown  people. 

The  dropping  of  the  guaranty  for  children  soon  led  us  to  an  extent  quite  unfore- 
seen into  communication  with  parents,  as  we  found  that  in  many  cases  children 
were  using  the  Library  without  the  knowledge  of  their  parents,  and  were  even 
keeping  their  books  at  the  homes  of  other  children  to  avoid  detection.  Since  this 
discovery,  we  have  sent  a  brief  letter  to  parents  asking  their  consent  to  the  child's 
use  of  the  Library.  The  replies  have  been  most  interesting,  and  many  visits  to  the 
room  have  been  made  or  promised.  As  some  children  had  given  fictitious  ad- 
dresses, no  reply  of  any  kind  was  received  in  these  cases  and  the  children  were  not 
admitted  to  membership.  The  drop  in  registration  in  May  and  June  is  partly 
owing  to  this  necessary  restriction. 

More  care  has  been  exercised  in  giving  children  the  books  they  have  chosen  from 
the  shelves,  and  where  it  was  almost  certain  that  the  child  would  be  disappointed 
in  his  selection,  he  has  been  induced  to  sit  down  and  read  for  awhile  until  sure  that 
he  would  or  would  not  find  the  book  what  he  wanted. 

Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Valentine's  Day,  Washington's  and  Lincoln's  birth- 
days, have  been  made  the  occasion  of  special  exhibitions  of  pictures,  lists  of  books, 
poems,  &c. 

The  exhibition  of  portraits  of  heroes  and!  heroines,  which  was  posted  in  February 
and  kept  up  through  March,  attracted  the  attention  not  only  of  the  children  but  of 
teachers  and  parents.  A  full  account  of  the  exhibit  and  its  results  appeared  in  the 
Pratt  Institute  Monthly  for  March  and  May  and  in  the  Library  Journal  for  April,  in 
the  latter  with  a  list  of  the  books  reserved  at  the  time.  The  exhibit  was  sent  in 
June  to  the  Conference  of  the  American  Library  Association  at  Lakewood-on-Chau- 
tauqua,  after  having  served  at  the  Astral  and  Long  Island  Branch  Libraries. 

This  exhibit  was  followed  in  May  by  a  spring  exhibition  of  flowers,  ferns,  birds 
(chiefly  plates  from  the  magazine  called  Birds),  which  was  also  popular, — more  so 
with  the  girls  than  with  the  boys, — and  by  a  lecture  entitled  "How  the  Spring 
Comes,"  by  Mr.  Charles  M.  Skinner,  author  of  "Nature  in  a  city  yard,"  "With 
feet  to  the  earth,"  &c.  An  account  of  this  interesting  lecture,  and  of  the  whole  ex- 
periment of  a  lecture  for  children,  was  sent  to  the  Pratt  Institute  Monthly  for  June 
and  to  Public  Libraries  for  June,  to  the  latter  with  a  list  of  the  books  reserved. 
The  room  was  not  without  fresh  flowers  for  a  single  day,  from  the  coming  of  the 
first  anemone  to  the  first  of  July. 

Visits  to  several  of  the  Public  Schools  have  been  made  by  the  assistant-in-charge, 
who  also  attended  a  joint  meeting  of  teachers  and  parents  at  Public  School  No.  11. 
The  result  of  these  visits  was  an  immediate  increase  in  the  use  of  the  room  by  both 
children  and  teachers.  During  May  and  June,  though  there  was  no  announcement 
of  the  fact  except  by  a  placard  at  the  door,  the  room  was  open  for  an  hour  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  evenings,  and  the  head  of  the  department  was  on  hand 
to  meet  visitors.  An  average  of  eighteen  persons  per  evening  visited  the  room, 
several  children  bringing  their  parents  who  could  not  come  during  the  day. 
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LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 

104  applications  were  received  for  membership  in  the  class  of  1898.  94  appli- 
cants presented  themselves  for  examination,  and  the  usual  class  of  twenty  was 
drawn  from  this  number.  Only  32  passed  the  examination.  The  highest  percen- 
tage received  was  98,  and  the  average  85.  Three  of  the  class  were  college  gradu- 
ates, two  had  had  two  years  in  college,  four  were  State  Normal  School  graduates, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  twenty  had  had  the  equivalent  of  a  High  School  educa- 
tion. Eighteen  had  a  knowledge  of  French,  fourteen  of  German,  and  nineteen 
of  Latin. 

Ten  States  were  represented  in  the  enrolment,  as  follows : 

Connecticut   3  Massachusetts   3 

Georgia   1  New  Jersey   2 

Illinois  >  2  New  York   4 

Indiana   1  Ohio   1 

Kentucky   1  Pennsylvania   2 

Owing  to  an  expectation  that  the  Director  would  be  absent  during  the  year,  no 
announcement  was  made  of  a  second-year  course,  and  when  this  expectation  proved 
to  be  without  foundation  it  was  too  late  to  arrange  for  such  a  course. 

The  class  in  Current  Topics  and  Periodicals  proved  exceedingly  interesting  and 
we  think  valuable.  Several  members  of  the  staff  abridged  their  noon  recess  in 
order  to  attend  these  recitations,  and  some  members  of  previous  classes,  now  in 
other  libraries,  came  occasionally.  In  addition  to  the  discussion  of  periodicals,  a 
weekly  purchase-list  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  books  was  discussed.  One  afternoon 
in  January,  the  School,  under  the  supervision  of  the  head-instructor,  managed  the 
circulating  department,  leaving  the  staff  of  that  department  free  to  attend  the  re- 
ception of  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts.  The  experiment  was  decidedly  success- 
ful, the  class  generally  proving  self-possessed  and  very  few  mistakes  being  made. 

A  course  of  ten  popular  lectures  on  the  History  of  the  Book  was  given  during  the 
winter  term  by  one  of  the  instructors,  and  a  paper  required  from  each  member  of 
the  class  on  one  or  another  of  the  subjects  treated. 

The  subjects  for  class  bibliographies  were  assigned  in  January,  as  follows : 

The  decadents.  The  Eisteddfod. 

Contract  systems  in  prisons.  Annexation  of  Hawaii. 
Home-life  and  customs  in  the  Ameri-    Astronomy  for  boys. 

can  colonies.  William  II  of  Germany. 

Poems  on  historical  events.  Sunday  opening  of  libraries, 
Gold  discoveries.  museums,  &c. 

Dialogues  and  children's  plays.  Illustrations  of  and  stories  about 
Italy  in  Africa.  animals. 

Electricity  for  boys.  Stories  for  girls  from  12  to  16 
France  in  Africa.  years  of  age. 

The  Director  and  one  of  the  instructors  spent  several  days  at  the  New  York 
State  Library  school  early  in  March,  the  former  to  fulfill  her  obligation  as  visiting 
lecturer,  and  the  latter  to  visit  the  classes.  The  stay  was  both  interesting  and 
profitable  to  the  visitors,  who  returned  especially  impressed  with  the  value  of  the 
large  collection  of  illustrative  material  possessed  by  the  School. 

The  Easter-vacation  was  spent  by  the  majority  of  the  School  in  field-work,  visit- 
ing, in  a  party  conducted  by  the  Director  and  the  head-instructor,  the  libraries  of 
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Boston,  Worcester,  Hartford,  and  New  Haven.  Everywhere  the  party  was  most 
hospitably  received,  and  professional  courtesies  made  the  journey  easy  and  delight- 
ful. An  additional  pleasure  was  the  meeting  in  Boston  with  the  students  of  the  New 
York  State  Library  School,  also  engaged  in  field-work  during  the  vacation. 

The  following  librarians  and  others  delivered  lectures  to  the  School  during  the 
year,  chiefly  during  the  second  term : 

Miss  Theresa  Hitchler,  of  the  New  York  Free  Circulating  Library. 
Mr.  Frank  P.  Hill,  Librarian  of  the- Newark  Free  Public  Library. 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Hewins,  Librarian  of  the  Hartford  Public  Library. 
Miss  Emma  L.  Adams,  Librarian  of  the  Plainfield  (N.  J.)  Public  Library. 
Miss  Annie  C.  Moore,  Head  of  Children's  Department,  Pratt  Institute  Free 
Library. 

Miss  Tessa  L.  Kelso,  with  the  Baker  &  Taylor  Co. 

Mr.  Wilberforee  Eames,  Lenox  Librarian,  New  York  Public  Library. 

M.  W.  R.  Eastman,  New  York  State  Inspector  of  Libraries. 

Mr.  Charles  R.  Nelson,  Columbia  University  Library. 

Miss  Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  of  the  New  York  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Willis  K.  Stetson,  Librarian  of  the  New  Haven  Free  Public  Library. 

Visits  were  made  during  the  third  term  to  the  following  libraries  and  other  insti- 
tutions : 
Brooklyn. 
Public  Library. 

Library  of  the  Union  for  Christian 
Work. 

Library  of  the  Long  Island  Historical 

Society. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library. 
New  York. 

Columbia  University  Library. 
Society  Library. 
Astor  Library. 

A  record  was  kept  by  each  student  during  the  third  term,  of  the  number  of  hours 
spent  in  each  department  of  the  Library  and  of  the  practical  work  done.  This  record 
will  be  of  considerable  use  to  us  in  planning  the  practical  work  another  year. 

The  work  of  compiling  lists  done  by  the  students  while  in  the  reference  and  art- 
reference  departments  has  already  been  reported  by  those  departments.  It  seems 
to  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  entire  class  graduated,  the  Commencement  exercises  of  the  Institute  taking 
place  June  17th.  Within  one  week  after  graduation,  ten  of  the  class  were  engaged 
in  work  in  various  libraries,  three  of  the  remaining  ten  having  applied  for  the  sec- 
ond-year course,  and  several  others  preferring  to  take  a  vacation  before  entering 
upon  serious  work. 

INVENTORY. 

The  annual  inventory  taken  at  Christmas-time  and  revised  to  July  1st,  as  books 
were  discovered,  shows  25  volumes  unaccounted  for  at  the  Main  Library  and  4  at 
the  Astral.  At  the  Main  Library,  twelve  of  the  missing  volumes  were  taken  from  the 
reference-room  shelves. 

An  inventory  of  the  books  in  the  Children's  Room  has  at  last  been  taken,  with  the 
showing  of  94  books  unaccounted  for,  during  the  two  years  since  the  room  has 
been  open. 


New  York. 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library. 

Aguilar  Library. 

Bangs  &  Co.'s  auction-rooms. 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons'  book-store. 

G.  E.  Stechert's  importing  agency. 

Neumann  Bros.'  bindery. 
Newark,  N.  J. 

Public  Library. 
Jamaica,  L.  I. 

Marion  Press. 
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STAFF. 

The  health  of  the  staff  has  been  generally  good,  though  in  October  and  November 
there  was  considerable  illness  which  made  it  impossible  to  conform  to  the  regular 
schedule  of  hours.  The  quarterly  staff-meetings  have  been  held  in  the  evening  and 
have  usually  been  made  semi-social  in  character.  At  one  of  these,  the  head  of  the 
cataloguing  department  gave  an  account  of  the  American  Librarians'  visit  to  England 
the  previous  summer ;  at  others,  photographs  from  the  art-reference  room,  grouped 
by  artists,  were  exhibited  and  explained  by  the  head  of  that  department ;  and  one, 
held  at  the  Director's  home,  was  made  the  excuse  for  the  celebration  of  a  personal 
anniversary.  The  monthly  staff-meetings  have  been  held  in  the  morning  before 
library-hours. 

It  is  with  mingled  regret  and  pleasure  that  we  have  had  to  sever  our  connection 
with  Miss  Mary  L.  Avery,  who  has  accepted  a  position  in  the  New  York  Public 
Library.  Regret,  because  we  have  learned  to  appreciate  her  sterling  qualities  and 
to  depend  upon  her  critical  knowledge  of  many  subjects,  and  pleasure  in  her  pleasure, 
since  the  musical  collection  with  which  she  has  begun  her  work  of  editing  and  cata- 
loguing offers  a  most  congenial  and  long-desired  field  of  labor. 

Mrs.  Hustis  (formerly  Miss  Agnes  E.  Little),  who  gave  up  her  position  as  head- 
cataloguer  in  1896,  has  now  resigned  from  our  teaching-force,  a  step  contemplated 
by  her  since  her  marriage,  but  difficult  to  take.  Miss  Mary  L.  Davis,  the  present 
head  of  the  cataloguing  department,  will  succeed  her  also  in  the  School. 

One  of  our  pages  has  also  left  us,  and  his  work  is  being  done  for  the  present  by  a 
temporary  substitute. 

Several  instances  have  come  to  our  notice  during  the  year  of  generosity  toward 
the  work  of  the  Library  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  staff,  some  of  whom,  through 
interest  in  the  work  and  of  their  own  accord,  have  contributed  extra  time  and 
thought  to  the  carrying  out  of  some  plan  for  the  good  of  the  Library.  While  it  is 
not  advisable  to  make  personal  mention  in  this  connection,  it  seems  desirable  that 
you  should  know  of  this  attitude  of  the  staff,  and  I  therefore  make  recognition  of  it 
in  this  report. 

ASTRAL  BRANCH. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  A.  M  to  9  p.  M. 
The  record  of  this  Branch  for  the  year  has  been  disappointing.  Its  registration 
of  620  new  members  and  its  circulation  of  32,866  volumes  show  a  considerable  fall- 
ing-off  in  the  use  of  the  Library,  and,  as  this  decrease  began  at  the  beginning  of  and 
continued  throughout  the  library-year,  it  can  hardly  be  accounted  for  in  the  same 
way  as  the  decrease  at  the  Main  Library.  The  reading-room  attendance  of  30,976  is 
also  less  than  that  reported  last  year.  This  could,  however,  be  explained  by  the 
greater  care  exercised  to  exclude  a  gang  of  youths  who  have  come  to  the  room  ex- 
pressly to  create  disturbance.  The  reference-room  attendance,  10,257,  as  against 
8,320  last  year,  is  the  most  encouraging  symptom  of  its  work.  In  addition  to  the 
use  of  the  reference-books,  932  volumes  from  the  stack  were  called  for  in  this  room. 
14,709  of  the  volumes  circulated  (nearly  one-half  the  total  circulation)  were  given 
out  to  children  under  fourteen  from  the  collection  set  apart  especially  for  them,  a 
larger  circulation  to  children  than  the  Branch  had  ever  had.  This  is  doubtless  ow- 
ing to  the  fact  that  early  in  the  fall  the  juvenile  collection  of  the  Main  Library  was 
duplicated  at  the  Branch,  giving  the  children  large  numbers  of  new  books. 
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When  we  begin  to  look  for  the  cause  of  the  decrease  in  circulation,  we  find  that 
the  year  began  badly,  with  repairs  to  be  made  in  the  room  which  made  it  very  un- 
comfortable and  inconvenient  for  a  time  for  both  readers  and  borrowers.  We  find 
that  the  books  have  been  wearing  out  in  large  numbers,  184  being  discarded,  and 
that  the  large  purchase  of  children's  books  has  required  an  expenditure  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  devoted  to  replacing  the  discarded  books  and  to  buying  new 
ones  for  adult  borrowers.  Other  causes  have  been  alleged, — the  gradual  moving 
away  from  Greenpoint  of  many  people  who  once  used  the  Library ;  *  the  possibility 
that  borrowers  of  several  years'  standing  may  now  have  read  all  that  they  care  for 
from  the  present  collection  and  may  be  attracted  only  by  new  additions.  Whatever 
the  cause  may  be,  it  does  not  lie  in  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  assistants,  who 
are  deeply  interested  in  the  Library  and  ambitious  for  its  success.  The  circulation 
from  the  Main  Library  to  the  Branch  has  been  3,481  volumes,  more  than  ever 
before. 

The  Sonntagsblatt  of  the  Staats  Zeitung  has  been  added  to  the  periodical  subscrip- 
tion-list published  in  last  year's  report.  The  assistants  have  made  and  kept  up  to 
date  an  index  of  the  current  numbers  of  the  Electrical  World,  the  Scientific  Ameri- 
can and  Supplement,  and  of  the  American  Machinist,  making  the  contents  of  these 
papers  much  more  available  to  the  numerous  artisans  who  use  the  Library. 

The  Greenpoint  Star  has  kindly  printed  from  week  to  week  lists  of  books  furnished 
by  the  assistant-in-charge,  the  whole  of  which,  when  finished,  will  form  a  fairly 
complete  catalogue  of  the  resources  of  the  Branch.  As,  however,  861  volumes  have 
been  added  to  it  during  the  year,  these  can  not  all  appear  even  in  the  complete  list, 
which  has  been  arranged  by  classes  according  to  subjects. 

The  bulletin-board  has  been  of  great  service  and  presented  numerous  attractions, 
especially  on  the  occasion  of  holidays.  A  selection  of  photographs  of  Madonnas 
and  Holy  Families  was  sent  out  at  Christmas,  and  the  Hero  Exhibit  was  lent  to  the 
Branch  after  being  taken  down  at  the  Main  Library. 

The  assistants  have  been  instrumental  in  establishing  a  drawing-class  among 
some  of  the  boys  who  came  to  the  reading-room  and  seemed  interested  in  copying 
designs  from  the  books.  A  teacher  was  found,  a  Settlement  room  taken  as  a  class- 
room, and  the  work  is  going  on  satisfactorily. 

One  of  the  staff  asked  permission  to  open  the  Reading-room  on  Sunday  after- 
noons, for  grown  people  only,  volunteering  her  services  as  caretaker.  This  was  al- 
lowed, and  although  the  attendance  was  at  no  time  large,  the  men  who  came  were 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  and  made  good  use  of  it.  The  room  was  opened  for  this 
purpose  from  November  to  May,  and  the  same  assistant  has  offered  her  services  for 
another  season. 

513  volumes  were  rebound  and  84  bound,  for  this  Branch,  and  7,873  volumes  were 
mended  at  the  library  itself.    39  volumes  were  received  as  gifts. 

LONG  ISLAND  BRANCH, 

The  only  disappointing  thing  that  we  have  to  report  of  this  Branch  is  its  closing, 
owing  to  unforeseen  demands  upon  the  Institute  endowment  and  consequent  pres- 
sure upon  the  Library's  appropriation.  The  tender  as  a  gift  of  the  contents  of 
the  Branch,  including  some  5,000  volumes,  with  all  the  necessary  records  and 

*  Of  the  library-memberships  expiring  between  July  and  December,  22  per  cent,  were  of  persons 
who  had  removed  from  Greenpoint.  The  total  number  of  renewals  is  354,  almost  one-half  the  num- 
ber of  expirations,  a  very  good  proportion. 
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catalogues  to  date,  fixtures  and  furniture,  was  made  to  the  Brooklyn  Public  Li- 
brary, with  permission  to  remove  the  same  to  some  other  building  in  that  part  of 
the  city  if  desired.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  authorities  of  that  library  could 
not  see  their  way  to  an  acceptance  of  the  offer,  as  in  that  case  that  portion  of  the 
city,  which  had  grown  to  depend  on  the  library,  might  still  have  had  one.  The  of- 
fer not  being  accepted,  the  next  best  thing  seemed  to  be  to  divide  the  books  be- 
tween the  Main  Library  and  the  Astral  Branch,  which  was  done,  the  removal  taking 
place  during  the  week  ending  June  18th.  About  1,250  volumes  were  sent  to  the 
Astral  and  the  remainder,  4,604,  to  the  Main  Library.  The  event  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted  since  the  Branch  had  been  doing  excellent  work  for  the  past  year,  after 
the  remodeling  of  the  premises  from  a  typical  lodging-house  reading-room  into  a 
comfortable  and  convenient  reference  and  circulating  library. 

The  registration  was  777,  an  increase  of  287  over  the  previous  year,  and  the  circu- 
lation, 30,392,  was  8,611  in  advance  of  that  of  last  year.  There  were  10,732  visits 
to  the  little  combined  Reading  and  Reference-room,  and  298  volumes  from  the  stack 
were  used  in  the  room  in  addition  to  the  reference-books  and  bound  periodicals 
which  were  accessible  to  readers  at  first-hand.  The  record  of  circulation  would 
have  been  still  larger  if  for  the  entire  year,  but  ceased  June  12th  when  the  arrange- 
ment for  moving  began.  2,961  volumes  were  sent  from  the  Main  Library  in  daily 
instalments,  as  called  for. 

The  year  began  with  a  new  assistant-in-charge,  one  of  whose  first  efforts  was  to 
interest  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  neighboring  schools  in  the  use  of  the  library.  A 
duplicate  of  the  Main  Library's  collection  of  children's  books  was  placed  on  the 
shelves  in  December,  and  the  circulation  of  these  from  January  1st  to  the  date  of 
closing  was  5,397  volumes.  Colored  flower-studies  were  mounted  and  circulated, 
collections  of  photographs  from  the  main  library  were  posted  on  special  occasions, 
the  Hero  Exhibit  posted, —  and,  in  short,  the  assistants  were  untiring  in  their  efforts 
to  make  the  Branch  useful.  That  they  have  been  successful  was  shown  by  the  gen- 
eral regret  expressed  by  borrowers  and  readers  at  the  news  of  the  closing.  Many 
will  find  the  distance  to  the  main  library  too  great  to  admit  of  using  their  cards 
there ;  others  who  have  awakened  to  the  value  of  such  an  agency  in  their  midst, 
will  probably  agree  with  the  little  girl  who  said,  "I  cannot  get  along  without  a 
library,  and  I  think  I  must  go  up  there."  It  was  decided  that  there  should  be  no 
extra  formality  for  borrowers  transferring  their  patronage,  but  that  their  present 
cards  should  be  honored  as  if  issued  at  the  main  library. 

270  volumes  were  rebound  for  this  Branch  and  60  volumes  bound.  The  assistants 
repaired  5,511  volumes.    2  volumes  were  given  to  the  library. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  express  my  conviction  that  the  entire  staff  may  be  de- 
pended on  to  strive  for  the  increased  usefulness  of  the  library  the  coming  year, 
and  with  continued  appreciation  of  your  kindness  in  dealing  with  the  Department, 
I  again  beg  to  submit  this  report. 

Respectfully, 

Mary  W.  Plummer,  Director. 
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To  The  Trustees. 

ENTLEMEN : 
of  Pratt  Inst 

report  recorded  for  almost  the  only  time  in  our  history  a  falling-off  in 


p         ENTLEMEN :  Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Free  Library 
""""      of  Pratt  Institute  for  the  Year  ending  June  30,  1899.    The  last  annual 


*ne  registration  and  circulation  of  the  Library  in  the  last  few  months  of 
the  year,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  this  decrease  in  the  use  of  the  Library 
continued  until  April  of  the  present  year,  when  an  upward  movement  began  which 
we  hope  may  prove  permanent.  In  comparing  the  two  years,  however,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  enforced  closing  of  the  Long  Island  Branch  deprived  us  at  one 
stroke  of  a  circulation  of  more  than  30,000  volumes, —  so  that  that  amount  of  loss 
may  easily  be  accounted  for. 

The  first  two  months  of  the  library-year,  July  and  August,  1898,  the  comfort  and 
quiet  of  visitors  were  much  interfered  with  by  the  re-painting  of  the  interior  walls 
of  the  building,  and  some  departments  were  closed  for  a  time,  although  the  only 
period  when  books  could  not  be  taken  for  home  use  was  for  three  and  a  half  days 
in  August.  The  losses  in  circulation  and  attendance  in  these  two  months  were  very 
large. 

There  seems  a  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  other  libraries  which  report  a 
decrease  in  use,  to  attribute  it  to  the  preoccupation  of  the  public  with  the  Spanish- 
American  war  and  events  consequent  upon  it.  This  may  be  another  reason  in  our 
case,  but  we  cannot  be  as  sure  of  it  as  of  the  other  causes  assigned.  Whatever  the 
reason,  we  are  glad  to  see  signs  of  renewed  activity  on  the  part  of  our  public,  and 
if  they  continue  we  shall  willingly  turn  to  pleasanter  objects  of  contemplation  than 
the  figures  of  the  past  year. 

The  Ljbrary  has  been  represented  within  the  past  year  at  two  annual  conferences 
of  the  American  Library  Association,  both  by  assistants  and  exhibits,  and  by  an 
exhibit  at  the  Omaha  Exposition.  Three  papers  were  presented  by  members  of  the 
staff  at  the  Lakewood  (X.  Y.)  Conference,  and  one  at  the  Atlanta  Conference.  The 
effect  of  attendance  upon  these  meetings  is  so  broadening  that  I  should  recommend 
the  appointment  of  a  delegate  from  the  staff  each  year  who  should  be  given  at  least 
the  time  necessary  for  the  Conference,  as  a  measure  of  great  value  to  the  Library. 

Among  the  arrangements  perfected  for  the  coming  year,  which  we  feel  sure  will 
add  to  the  knowledge  and  usefulness  of  the  Library  in  the  community,  is  that  for 
the  publication  of  a  monthly  bulletin.  This  Bulletin  will  contain  not  only  lists  of 
accessions  and  standing  matter  of  importance  to  all  borrowers,  but  reading-lists  on 
timely  subjects,  indexes  and  bibliographies  compiled  by  the  Library  School  stu- 
dents, when  adjudged  suitable  for  publication,  announcements  to  readers  and  stu- 
dents, etc.  It  will  be  the  Library's  organ  of  communication  with  its  own  public 
and  with  other  libraries,  and  we  hope  to  make  it  of  service  to  both.  The  first  num- 
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ber  is  to  appear  early  in  August,  and  it  is  planned  to  have  the  September  and  suc- 
ceeding numbers  contain  the  list  of  the  Library's  resources  in  Useful  Arts,  or  Ap- 
plied Sciences.  It  will  be  distributed  gratis  at  the  Library  and  Astral  Branch,  or 
sent  to  borrowers  by  mail  on  request,  on  payment  of  the  cost  of  wrapping  and 
sending,  25  cents. 

CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  from  9  a.  M.  to  6  P.  m.  on  all  week-days  except  legal  holidays,  and  from 
9  a.m.  to  9:  30  p.  M.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Saturdays. 

REGISTRATION. 


Registration  of  adults,  at  the  Main  Library   2,718 

"          "  children  under  fourteen,  at  the  Main  Library   1,655 

"          "  adults,  at  the  Astral  Branch   337 

"          "  children  under  fourteen,  at  the  Astral  Branch   310 


Total  registration  for  the  year   5,020 

Total  renewals  (to  be  added)   3,521 


8,541 

Total  expirations  (to  be  deducted)   6,003 


Growth  in  registration   2,538 

Total  registration  to  date   51,998 


The  total  active  membership,  June  30,  1899,  is  reckoned  as  35,216. 

The  proportion  of  renewals  to  expirations,  among  adult  borrowers,  was  78f 
per  cent.,  while  among  children  it  was  only  22^  per  cent.  This  difference  is  sig- 
nificant, even  after  we  make  allowance  for  the  transfers  of  children  from  the  chil- 
dren's library  to  the  main  library.  The  lack  of  persistence,  the  easy  diversion  from 
purpose,  of  the  children  who  come  to  us,  are  very  noticeable.  They  sometimes  ap- 
pear for  the  purpose  of  renewing,  as  much  as  six  months  after  the  expiration  of 
their  privileges,  and  when  questioned,  say  they  "  forgot  all  about  the  Library," 
which  I  imagine  is  quite  true.  Among  the  poorer  people,  the  parents  often  have  an 
idea  that  reading  is  antagonistic  to  study,  and  with  the  beginning  of  the  school- 
year  they  dissuade  the  children  from  registering  or  taking  books.  The  registration 
in  July  and  August  usually  far  exceeds  that  in  September,  when  the  schools  open. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  the  school-room  card  (271)  is  nearly  twice  as  many 
as  last  year,  showing  the  increased  appreciation  of  the  card  among  teachers.  The 
indirect  benefit  of  this  to  the  pupils  is  evident,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  it  should 
modify  favorably  the  methods  and  character  of  teaching  and  study  in  those  schools 
whose  teachers  use  this  card. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  pleasure  and  of  almost  certainty  that  we  are  taking  a  step 
in  advance,  that  we  welcome  your  consent  to  drop  the  requirement  of  the  guarantor 
until  further  notice.  In  so  small  a  proportion  of  cases  have  we  had  to  apply  to  the 
guarantor  for  the  payment  of  fines,  losses,  and  damages,  that  the  amount  collected 
has  been  much  less  than  the  cost  of  the  work  which  the  system  entailed  upon  the 
Library.  In  place  of  the  guarantor,  the  applicant  will  be  required  to  secure  on  his 
application-blank  the  signature  of  a  citizen  who  will  simply  vouch  for  his  standing 
and  through  whom  we  may  be  able  to  trace  him  in  case  of  a  change  of  address. 
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CIRCULATION. 

The  circulation  from  the  Main  Library  for  the  year  has  been  as  follows : 


To  borrowers  over  14  years  of  age   185,648 

"        "     under  "     "     "    "    38,101 

"  the  Astral  Branch   2,910 

"  "  Boys' Welcome  Hall   400 

"  "  Brooklyn  Guild   50 

"  "  City  Park  Chapel   300 

"  "  Dorothea  Dix  Club   63 

"  11  Emanuel  Baptist  Sunday  School   350 

"  "  Good  Will  Club   290 

Circulation  of  French  books   3,469 

"        "  German    "    3,472 

"       from  open  shelves   4,098 


239,151 

Circulation  of  the  Astral  Branch  (adults)   17,582 

"        "   "     "  "      (children)    17,042 


Total  circulation  for  home  use   273,775 


While  the  main  library,  including  the  children's  department,  has  shown  a  falling- 
off  in  circulation,  that  of  the  Astral  Branch  has  shown  a  steady  gain  almost  through- 
out the  year.  The  absorption  of  a  number  of  the  books  from  the  Long  Island 
Branch  into  this  Branch  has  doubtless  had  much  to  do  with  the  increased  circula- 
tion. 

The  percentage  of  fiction  circulated,  including  fiction  in  foreign  languages  and 
children's  stories,  was  67  per  cent.,  3  per  cent,  less  than  last  year.  The  Library 
was  open  301-g-  days,  giving  an  average  daily  circulation  of  908. 

Shelf  permits  have  been  given  to  28  persons,  chiefly  teachers,  during  the  year. 

The  event  of  the  year  in  this  department  was  the  trial  of  an  experiment  in  "  open 
shelves,"  inaugurated  in  March.  We  had  been  prevented  from  trying  this  plan 
earlier  by  the  absence  of  suitable  space  for  the  shelves,  but  we  finally  decided  that 
to  put  in  a  few  shelves  and  inaugurate  the  work  on  a  small  scale  was  much  better 
than  not  to  do  it  at  all ;  and  shelves  were  accordingly  fitted  up  in  the  Registration- 
room,  railed  off  at  the  south  end  of  the  Delivery-room,  to  contain  from  900  to  1,000 
volumes.  These  were  selected  at  first  from  the  following  classes :  social  and  natural 
science,  useful  and  fine  arts,  literature,  travel,  history,  and  biography.  Later,  some 
of  the  standard  and  valuable  but  partially  forgotten  novels  of  an  earlier  day  were 
placed  on  the  shelves,  the  idea  in  this  being  to  withdraw  the  attention  of  readers 
somewhat  from  the  novelties  and  direct  it  to  the  permanencies  in  fiction.  At  the 
recent  conference  of  the  American  Library  Association  in  Atlanta,  a  vote  was  taken 
as  to  the  desirability  of  open  shelves,  and  stood  as  follows : 

For.  Against. 

Unlimited  access  in  large  libraries   10  32 

Limited        "     "  small     "    50  — 

"  "     "  large     "    48  — 

We  are  quite  ready  to  add  our  vote  in  the  affirmative  on  this  last  question.  The 
circulation  from  one  thousand  volumes  has  not  been  large,  only  4,098  in  the  103 
days,  the  public  seeming  to  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  they  could  be  admitted  to 
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the  books ;  but  the  pleasure  and  interest  of  those  who  have  taken  books  and  the 
change  in  the  character  of  the  reading  of  many  long-time  borrowers,  have  more 
than  repaid  us  for  the  trouble  and  expense  of  the  experiment.  In  our  case,  the 
rooms  not  being  adapted  to  this  purpose,  it  has  been  necessary  to  have  an  extra  as- 
sistant always  at  hand  to  charge  the  books  taken  from  this  collection ;  but  at  pre- 
sent, this  is  a  good  rather  than  a  bad  feature,  as  it  enables  us  to  keep  separate  sta- 
tistics of  these  books,  to  know  which  classes  and  books  are  most  popular,  and 
otherwise  obtain  material  for  conclusions  as  to  the  value  of  the  innovation.  A 
number  of  books  suitable  for  young  boys  and  girls  were  included  in  the  collection, 
since  the  children  of  fourteen,  when  transferred  from  the  children's  library  where 
they  are  accustomed  to  open  shelves,  are  rather  at  a  loss  how  to  adapt  themselves  to 
guessing  at  books  by  their  titles  from  the  catalogues.  In  part,  we  hope  to  make  the 
collection  a  sort  of  "  connecting-class "  between  the  children's  books  and  the  books 
strictly  for  adults.  As  new  books  come  in,  all  of  a  suitable  character  are  sent  to 
these  shelves  or  placed  upon  a  table  in  the  room  where  they  may  be  examined. 
Books  written  for  specialists,  or  works  at  first  sight  heavy  and  unattractive,  have 
not  been  tried  here  at  all.  Many  interesting  incidents  have  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  change,  all  telling  in  its  favor.  So  far,  we  have  had  absolutely  no  reason 
to  regret  the  experiment  and  many  reasons  for  congratulating  ourselves  upon  it. 

In  her  March  report,  the  head  of  the  department  says,  "  Although  our  circulation 
was  less  than  for  last  March,  we  feel  that  the  books  have  been  selected  with  more 
care  and  have  been  more  used  and  read  than  ever  before." 

The  question  of  the  extent  to  which  the  Library  should  duplicate  popular  books 
is  a  difficult  one  to  decide.  On  the  one  hand,  with  a  great  many  copies  of  a  novel 
the  public  demand  is  moderately  satisfied ;  and  without  them,  the  Library  must  ex- 
pect widespread  criticism  and  must  feel  very  sure  of  its  own  ground  in  order  to  bear 
this  with  equanimity.  On  the  other  hand,  having  bought  a  great  many  copies,  it 
finds  itself  saddled  with  a  number  of  useless  books  when  the  immediate  demand  is 
over,  some  of  them  scarcely  worn  at  all,  occupying  space  on  the  shelves  needed  for 
other  books,  and  unsaleable.  From  a  business  point  of  view,  for  a  library  which 
derives  no  income  from  its  circulation,  this  is  a  waste  of  money,  and  a  discrimina- 
tion against  the  readers  who  ask  for  a  solid  class  of  literature  in  favor  of  those  who 
wish  only  the  newest  book,  inasmuch  as,  the  library's  appropriation  for  books  hav- 
ing a  limit,  every  extra  copy  bought  means  a  failure  to  buy  some  other  book.  A 
plan  was  originated  by  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library  while  it  was  still  a  subscrip- 
tion-library, and  has  been  continued  to  the  present  day,  by  which  the  expense  of 
extra  copies  beyond  a  certain  number  may  be  borne  by  the  public  drawing  these 
copies,  the  expense  to  any  one  borrower  being  five  cents  per  week.  With  100  cop- 
ies of  "  Trilby,"  the  most  urgent  demand  was  met,  and  94  of  them  were  considered 
extra  copies  and  were  paid  for  by  borrowers  at  the  rate  just  mentioned.  The 
amount  collected  in  this  way  amply  covered  the  cost  of  the  copies,  though  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  room  for  them  after  the  dying  out  of  the  demand  still  had  to  be 
met.  It  will  probably  take  ten  years  to  use  up  those  extra  copies  —  but  at  least  they 
have  paid  for  themselves  and  the  purchase  of  other  books  has  not  been  foregone  on 
their  account.  I  would  suggest  that  this  Library  try  the  same  experiment  as  occa- 
sion offers,  for  a  time.  Otherwise,  the  present  dissatisfaction  must  continue,  as  in 
no  other  way  can  we  justify  ourselves  in  yielding  to  the  enormous  and  ephemeral 
demand  for  the  latest  novels. 
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The  number  of  volumes  sent  for  rebinding  was  2,673. 

The  number  of  volumes  mended  at  the  Main  Library  has  been  43,715 

In  the  Children's  Department   11,797 

At  the  Astral  Branch   7,421 

Total  mended   62,933 

or  an  average  of  208  volumes  per  day. 


This  work  has  become  such  a  burden  and  is  so  unfitted  to  the  present  staff,  capa- 
ble of  doing  more  important  work,  that  I  have  decided  to  recommend  to  you  the 
employment  of  an  assistant  for  this  work  alone,  who  shall  not  be  called  on  for  any 
other  service  without  the  librarian's  special  permission  in  each  case. 

The  receipts  in  this  department  have  been  as  follows : 


From  fines,  Main  Library  $1,355.26 

"       "    Children's  Department   123.92 

"       "    Astral  Branch   147.95 

"    volumes  lost  and  paid  for,  Main  Library  . ...   25.81 

"       "          "     "         "      Children's  Department   2.75 

"       "          "     "         "      Astral  Branch   2.00 

"    sales,  Main  Library   70.53 

"       "     Children's  Department   4.77 

"       "     Astral  Branch   .95 


Total  receipts  $1,733.94 


The  question  of  the  advisability  of  continuing  to  circulate  to  the  various  philan- 
thropic clubs  now  drawing  books,  has  arisen.  Owing  to  the  few  hours  of  opening 
of  the  club  reading-rooms,  the  circulation  of  these  books,  as  reported,  is  very  small, 
—  and  it  is  a  question  whether  in  trying  to  oblige  the  clubs,  with  their  limited  re- 
sources, we  are  not  inconveniencing  our  own  borrowers  by  withdrawing  for  a  month 
or  so  at  a  time  books  that  might  reach  more  persons  if  they  were  on  our  shelves 
and  available.  In  the  present  state  of  library  privileges  in  the  city,  this  use  of  the 
books  is  evidently  a  convenience  for  people  living  too  far  away  ever  to  come  to  the 
library ;  and  the  effort  is  made  to  send  books  of  which  we  have  other  copies  or 
whose  absence  from  the  shelves  will  not  be  embarrassing  to  ourselves.  The  privi- 
lege seems  to  be  appreciated  by  those  managing  the  club-libraries  and  the  with- 
drawal of  the  books  would  be  regarded  as  a  distinct  loss.  The  hoped-for  establish- 
ment of  branches  of  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library  in  various  parts  of  the  city  will 
perhaps  solve  our  difficulty. 

READING-ROOM. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9 : 30  p.  m. 


Visits  to  the  Reading-room  of  the  Main  Library   54,598 

"       "  "  "     Astral  Branch   28,809 

Evening  visits  to  Children's  Reading-room  (adults  and  children). . .  1,962 


Total  Reading-room  attendance   85,369 

Periodicals  and  serials  now  subscribed  for  at  the  Main  Library   210 

Newspapers                 "         "          "     "        "        "    13 

Periodicals                   "         "          "     "     Astral  Branch   34 

Newspapers                 "         "          "     "        "        "    7 

Total   264 
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Periodicals  received  as  exchanges  for  Pratt  Institute  Monthly   60 

"  "       "  gifts   28 

The  following  periodicals  have  ceased  publication  since  July  1st,  1898: 

American  Colonial  Tracts.  Index  Medicus. 

Citizen.  Modern  Art. 

Cosmopolis.  Portefeuille  des  Arts  decoratifs. 

Electrical  Engineer  (consolidated  with  Twentieth  Century. 

Electrical  World).  Universe  (consolidated  with  Great  Eound 
Home  Decorator  and  Furnisher.  World). 

The  following  have  been  added  to  the  list : 

Artist.  Missionary  Review. 

Bird  Lore.  Monist. 

Camera  Notes.  National  Geographic  Magazine. 

Deutsche  Litteraturzeitung.  Pennsylvania  University  Translations 
Engineering  Magazine.  and  Reprints. 

Library  Association  Record. 

The  gifts  and  exchanges  among  our  periodicals,  lack  of  space  for  which  was  re- 
ported last  year,  have  finally  been  relegated  to  the  basement-stack.  Their  titles 
are  posted  in  the  Reading-room,  however,  and  they  can  be  had  on  demand. 

We  find  that  considerable  reference-work  must  be  done  in  this  department,  per- 
sons frequently  asking  where  and  when  articles  on  certain  subjects  have  appeared, 
and  in  order  to  be  adequate  to  such  demands  it  is  necessary  for  the  assistant  on 
duty  to  look  through  the  leading  magazines  as  they  come  in.  The  Cumulative  In- 
dex is  of  course  of  great  service  here,  but  it  can  not  be  absolutely  up  to  date,  and 
the  assistant-in-charge  has  been  obliged  to  make  a  brief  subject-index  on  slips  to 
ten  or  a  dozen  leading  periodicals.  When  these  are  superseded  by  the  printed  in- 
dex they  will  be  sent  to  the  Branch  for  service  there. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT* 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9 : 30  p.  m. 

Attendance  at  the  Reference  Department  of  the  Main  Library   24,045 

"  "  "  "  "      Astral  Branch ... .  10,103 

Total  attendance   34,148 

Number  of  volumes  brought  from  stack  for  consultation,  Main  Library.  13,252 
"        "  "        "       "     "         "  Astral  Branch  1,060 

Total   14,312 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  department,  other  teachers  than  those  of 
the  Institute  have  had  books  reserved  here  for  the  use  of  their  classes.  All  avail- 
able material  on  the  social  conditions  in  England  in  the  18th  century,  was  called 
for  by  a  teacher  of  literature  and  the  books  were  used  by  her  pupils  for  a  number 
of  days.  We  hope  this  may  be  a  beginning  of  similar  work  for  teachers  in  other 
schools. 

Our  pamphlets  have  been  much  consulted  by  students,  the  pamphlet  collection 
being  at  last  in  such  condition  as  to  make  it  easily  available.  All  important  or 
especially  timely  pamphlets  are  at  once  on  receipt  put  into  rope-manila  binding  and 
placed  on  the  shelves,  being  at  the  same  time  noted  in  the  catalogues.  In  this  way, 
our  pamphlets  are  a  resource  rather  than  a  burden,  as  is  so  often  the  case. 
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The  lists  made  by  the  department  during  the  year  were  as  follows : 

The  Library's  resources  in  the  way  of  Transactions,  Proceedings,  and  Pa- 
pers of  Learned  Societies  and  Institutions. 

Revision  of  the  Thanksgiving  List,  and  that  for  Memorial  Day. 

New  list  of  bound  Periodicals,  with  reference  to  numbered  cases  where 
shelved. 

Wagner  operas. 

Dickens. 

Lincoln. 

Washington. 

Cardinal  Newman. 

Revision  of  the  Library's  catalogue  of  books  in  Useful  Arts. 

The  department  has  found  it  desirable  to  make  a  subject-analysis  of  the  publica- 
tions of  the  various  agricultural  experiment  stations  and  of  the  United  States  and 
State  Bureaus  of  Agriculture. 

Lists  on  the  following  subjects  were  compiled  by  the  students  of  the  Library 
School  for  the  use  of  the  department : 

Books  for  boys  about  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Burial  customs  of  ancient  peoples. 
Erie  Canal. 

History  of  woman's  club  movement. 
Impressionist  painters. 
Indian  vocabularies. 

Industries  and  institutions  of  Sweden  and  Denmark. 
Legends  of  the  Rhine. 
Leo  XIII. 

Public  playgrounds  movement. 

Reference-books  and  periodicals  for  a  village  reading-room,  to  cost  $500. 
Sequels  and  continuations  in  fiction. 
Superstitions  of  different  peoples. 
Theatre  in  the  time  of  Shakespeare. 
Vegetarianism  and  vegetarian  cookery. 

Material  for  debate :  Resolved,  that  the  development  of  the  United  States  is 
the  result  of  its  government  rather  than  of  its  natural  resources. 

The  most  important  accessions  to  the  Reference  Department  for  the  year  are  as 
follows : 

American  college  and  public  school  directory. 

Bayles.    Civil  church  law. 

Copeland.    American  colonial  handbook. 

Fay.    Marriages  of  the  deaf  in  America. 

Fifteen  facsimiles  from  MS.  pages  of  the  Hebrew  Bible. 

Goode.    Smithsonian  Institution,  1846-1896. 

Greater  New  York  charter. 

Hastings,  ed.    Dictionary  of  the  Bible,   v.  1. 

Hopkins.    Encyclopaedia  of  Canada.    5  vol. 

Jane.    The  world's  fighting  ships. 

Kerner  von  Marilaun.    Natural  history  of  plants ;  tr.  by  Oliver.   4  vol. 

King.    Notable  New  Yorkers. 

Leixner.    Geschichte  der  fremden  Litteraturen. 

Morse,  ed.    American  statesmen  series.    Standard  Library  edition.    27  vol. 
Seidl  memorial. 

Stearns.    Manual  of  patrology. 
War  atlas. 

Welsh.    English  masterpiece  course. 

Wright,  ed.    English  dialect  dictionary,   vol.  1. 
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ART  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT* 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9:30  P.  M.,  from 
September  15  to  July  1.   Open  at  specified  hours  from  July  1  to  September  15. 

Attendance   12,343 

Number  of  books  and  plates  taken  out  on  cash  deposit   213 

"       "     "      "      "       "       "    "  department  orders   1,439 

"       "  photographs  taken  out  on  department  orders   3,624 

"       "  "         used  at  Library   2,353 

The  summer  attendance  in  this  department  consists  only  to  a  small  extent  of  the 
art-students  of  the  Institute,  being  composed  rather  of  teachers,  writers,  architects, 
lecturers  on  art,  designers,  etc.,  who  make  extensive  use  of  the  books,  periodicals, 
and  photographs.  We  think  we  do  not  err  in  saying  that  in  no  other  library  in  the 
vicinity  are  the  facilities  so  great  for  persons  studying  art  in  any  of  its  branches. 
The  freedom  of  access  to  so  many  books,  periodicals,  plates,  and  plans,  and  to  a 
collection  of  16,000  mounted  photographs  is  not  at  present  duplicated  elsewhere  in 
Greater  New  York,  to  our  knowledge.  The  summer  months  of  1898-99  showed  a 
larger  attendance  in  this  department  than  the  year  before,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  room  was  not  open  so  many  hours,  proving  that  the  department  is  increasingly 
known  and  of  increasing  value  to  the  public.  The  lowering  of  the  electric-light 
fixtures  and  the  erection  on  the  desks  in  the  south  half  of  the  room  of  brass  sup- 
ports for  photographs  and  plates,  have  made  the  work  of  the  students  much  easier. 
The  new  coloring  of  the  walls  is  an  improvement  in  this  room  especially. 

The  usual  photographs  were  lent  at  Christmas  time  to  the  Children's  Eoom  and 
the  Astral  Branch,  and  a  number  of  photographs  of  animals  were  contributed  to  the 
Animal  Exhibition.  The  time  of  the  head  of  the  department  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent has  been  given  to  the  work  of  supervising  the  hanging  and  taking  down  of  the 
various  exhibits  that  have  been  placed  successively  in  the  Art  Exhibition  Room 
throughout  the  year  under  the  charge  of  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts.  They  have 
been  as  follows : 

Paintings  and  drawings  by  John  Drawings  by  Old  Masters. 

La  Farge.  Oriental  rugs,  lent  by  Joseph 

Paintings  by  Old  Masters,  lent  by  Wild  and  Co. 

Henry  T.  Chapman.  Paintings  and  color-prints  by  Ar- 

Exhibition  of  Textiles  and  of  Dolls.  thur  W.  Dow. 

Paintings  by  Henry  and  Edith  Japanese  color-prints,  lent  by 

Mitchell  Prellwitz.  Arthur  W.  Dow. 

The  chief  additions  to  the  resources  of  the  department  have  been : 

Burckhardt.    Der  cicerone.   4  vol.  Meyer.  Easy  lessons  in  meehani- 
Cram.    English  country  churches.  cal  drawing  and  machine  de- 

Dow.    Composition.  sign.   14  vol. 

Elwell.    Architecture,  furniture  and  Perry.    Egypt,  the  land  of  the 

interiors  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  temple-builders. 

during  the  18th  century.  Petrie.    Deshasheh.   (Egypt  Ex- 
Elwell.    Colonial  silverware  of  the  ploration  Fund.) 

17th  and  18th  centuries.  Prang.    Examples  of  historic  or- 
Herkomer.    Etching  and  mezzotint  nament.   4  vol. 

engraving.  Raschdorff.    Palast  architektur 
Hubner.    Exempla  scripture  epi-  von  Ober-Italien  und  Toscana : 

graphicae  Latinae.  Venedig. 

Hurll.    Life  of  our  Lord  in  art.  Small.   Scottish  woodwork  of  the 
Letarouilly.    Edifices  de  Borne  mo-  16th  and  17th  centuries. 

derne.   4  vol.  Wheelwright.    Municipal  archi- 
tecture in  Boston.  3  vol. 
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The  additions  to  the  art-periodicals  subscribed  for  and  placed  in  this  room  are 
The  Artist  and  Camera  Notes. 

The  lists  and  indexes  compiled  for  this  department  by  the  students  of  the  Library- 
School  were  as  follows : 


Examples  of  Byzantine  and  Gothic  archi- 
tecture in  Venice. 

Examples  of  Empire  ornament. 

Examples  of  Gothic  architecture  in 
France. 

Examples  of  Moorish  ornament  (a  re- 
vision). 

Examples  of  Renaissance  architecture  in 
Spain  and  Portugal;  in  France;  in 
England ;  in  Germany ;  in  Italy. 

Forms  of  Greek  pottery. 

Illustrations  of  bridges. 

Illustrations  of  candelabra,  chandeliers, 
lamps,  etc. 

Illustrations  of  lighthouses. 

Illustrations  of  old  clocks. 


Illustrations  of  scarabs. 
Illustrations  of  the  Tuscan  order  of  archi- 
tecture. 

Illustrations  of  the  winged  globe  or  disc. 
Modern  illustrators. 
Pictures  of  animals. 

Plans  and  elevations  of  buildings  for  an 

architectural  card-catalogue. 
Recent  architecture  in  Europe. 
Rug  designs. 
Wall-paper  designs. 

Also  bibliographies  of  J.  McN.  Whistler, 
Mary  Cassatt,  Heinrich  Hoffman, 
Boutet  de  Monvel,  Edwin  A.  Abbey, 
and  Walter  Crane. 


CATALOGUING  DEPARTMENT. 

Volumes  catalogued  during  the  year   6,320 

Of  these,  122  were  in  French,  92  in  German,  and  6,106  in  English  and  other  lan- 
guages. 97  volumes  were  made  ready  for  the  Astral  Branch,  2,673  volumes  were 
prepared  for  rebinding,  6,615  were  plated,  labeled,  and  made  ready  for  the  shelves, 
1,861  volumes  were  discarded  (including  215  from  the  Branch),  and  sent  to  Bennett- 
ville,  N.  C,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Faraday  Institute,  Brooklyn,  and  the  White  Cross 
Cottage,  Brooklyn.  Of  the  four  thousand  and  more  volumes  taken  over  from  the 
Long  Island  Branch,  about  all  that  we  can  use  have  been  made  ready  for  circulation 
both  at  the  Main  Library  and  the  Astral  Branch.  Many  of  the  cards  of  the  cata- 
logue of  the  Long  Island  Branch  could  be  used  in  our  catalogues  at  the  Main 
Library,  but  for  the  Astral  Branch  these  had  to  be  rewritten,  a  card  of  smaller  size 
being  used  there.  Aside  from  the  regular  routine-work  and  the  oversight  of  stu- 
dents' work,  the  principal  occupation  of  the  department  has  been  the  revision  and 
bringing  down  to  date  of  the  class-list  of  600s,  or  Useful  Arts.  This  required  much 
revision,  both  in  classification  and  cataloguing. 

So  many  inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  Library's  resources  in  music  that  a 
heading  u  Music-score  "  has  been  placed  in  the  subject-catalogue  and  our  collection, 
of  some  95  volumes  only,  grouped  under  it. 

The  classification  of  subject-bibliography  has  been  entirely  gone  over,  and  sub- 
ject-bibliographies classified  with  their  subjects  and  shelved  in  the  reference-depart- 
ment stack.  Considerably  over  a  month  of  one  person's  time  was  required  for  this, 
more  than  it  would  have  taken  to  prepare  as  many  new  books  for  use ;  but  the 
books  will  be  infinitely  more  useful  under  the  present  arrangement. 

The  classifying  and  cataloguing  of  the  pamphlet  collection  has  taken  considerable 
time  in  this  department. 
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ORDER  DEPARTMENT* 

3,312  volumes  have  been  entered  during  the  year. 

Additions  by  purchase   1,960    Additions  in  English   3,005 

"        "  gift   771          "        "  French   122 

"        "  binding  pamphlets                     "       "  German   104 

and  periodicals  581          "       u  Italian   50 

"       for  circulation   2,939          "        "  Spanish   27 

"  reference   299  "        "  Latin  and  other  lan- 


Starred  books   74 


guages 


Total  number  of  volumes  entered  to  date  (June  30,  1899),  includ- 
ing volumes  at  Astral  Branch   74,787 

Total  number  of  volumes  withdrawn  to  date   6,881 


Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  Library   67,906 

Comparison  will  show  that  not  more  than  one  half  as  many  volumes  were  pur- 
chased as  last  year.   Among  the  accessions,  some  of  the  most  important  were : 

Bismarck.    Autobiography,  in  German      Letarouilly.    Edifices  de  Eome  moderne. 

and  in  English.  Unabridged  ed. 

Busch.    Bismarck.  Memoir  of  Anton  Seidl. 

Denton.    Butterflies.  National  Conference  of  Charities  and 

Dix.    History  of  Trinity  Parish.  Correction.  Proceedings. 

Growoll.    Book-trade  bibliography  in       National  Educational  Association.  Pro- 

the  U.  S.  ceedings,  1893-'98. 

Hepplewhite.    Cabinet-maker  and  up-       Southey.    History  of  Brazil.  3  v.  Bound 

holsterer's  guide.  by  Riviere. 

History  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     Wheelwright.    Municipal  architecture 
Hiibner.    Exempla  scripturae  epigra-  of  Boston. 

phicas  Latinaa. 

The  majority  of  the  gifts  received  have  been  government  documents.  The  Bul- 
letins of  these,  recently  sent  out  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  posted  in  the 
delivery-room,  have  led  to  greater  use  of  the  government  publications  by  making 
them  immediately  available.  All  gifts  have  been  acknowledged  at  the  time  of 
receipt. 

1,861  volumes  have  been  discarded  during  the  year.  828  were  sent  to  be  bound 
and  2,673  to  be  rebound. 

The  order  and  accession  clerk,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  books 
bought,  has  had  time  to  sort  and  label  the  pamphlet  collection,  putting  together  a 
number  of  pamphlets  for  binding,  and  arranging  the  rest  so  as  to  be  immediately 
available.  A  check-list  of  these  is  kept  in  the  cataloguing  department  to  serve  as  a 
guide  to  the  collection  until  the  volumes  are  bound  and  appear  in  the  catalogues. 

CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  8 : 30  P.  M.,  October 
to  May;  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.,  May  to  October. 

New  members  registered  during  the  year   1,655 

Expirations  of  membership   1,788 

Renewals  of  membership   403 

Gain  in  membership   270 

Circulation  of  books  for  home  use   38,101 

For  nearly  four  weeks  at  the  beginning  of  the  library  year  the  children  were  kept 
out  of  the  department  by  the  alterations  being  made  in  the  room.   A  wooden 
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sheathing  was  put  up  inside  the  walls,  extending  from  floor  to  ceiling,  and  over  this 
coarse  burlaps  was  stretched  tightly  and  nailed  fast.  The  burlaps  was  then  painted 
the  color  desired,  and  we  had  a  surface  into  which  we  could  put  innumerable 
thumb-tacks  without  injury  to  the  walls.  This  means  the  ability  to  put  up  bulle- 
tins, exhibits,  etc.,  anywhere  on  the  walls.  The  only  defect  in  the  arrangement 
has  been  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  burlaps  to  wrinkle  as  the  wood  under  it  be- 
came dryer. 

The  number  of  parents'  letters  sent  during  the  year  was  2,112.  To  these  1,383 
answers  were  received,  almost  without  exception  expressing  a  willingness  to  have 
the  children  take  books,  often  volunteering  to  be  responsible  for  damage  done  or 
fines  incurred,  frequently  voicing  a  desire  to  visit  the  Library  and  expressing  good- 
will toward  the  work.  What  of  the  729  letters  which  were  not  answered,  and  the 
729  children  represented  by  them  who  could  not  in  consequence  be  allowed  to  take 
books  ?  Some  of  the  latter  never  returned,  permission  having  been  refused  at  home, 
perhaps, — those  whose  parents  could  not  write  were  asked  to  bring  back  the  letter 
itself,  with  a  verbal  consent,  and  those  who  could  not  even  do  this  were  allowed  to 
read  at  the  Library.  In  those  cases  in  which  verbal  answers  were  sent  through  the 
children,  we  decided  to  consider  that  sufficient.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  children 
whose  parents  consented  to  their  taking  books,  have  improved  in  manner,  owing 
probably  to  home  instructions  and  to  the  fact  that  the  parents  sympathized  with 
what  the  child  was  doing.  The  visits  of  the  parents  and  teachers  have  made  the 
cooperation  of  home,  school,  and  Library  still  closer. 

After  an  experience  of  three  years  with  this  department,  we  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  its  work  should  not  be  reformatory,  but  educational ;  that  the  chil- 
dren who  need  reforming  need  it  so  much  that  it  would  require  the  whole  time  and 
attention  of  any  institution  undertaking  it,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  larger 
number  of  children  ready  for  the  educational  work  would  be  neglected.  Children 
who  seemed  corrupt  or  in  any  way  incorrigible,  and  who  had  an  evil  influence  over 
other  children,  have  been  denied  access  to  the  Library  therefore  after  a  reasonable 
trial  had  been  given. 

These  various  restrictions  upon  the  attendance  have,  of  course,  had  the  effect  of 
lowering  the  registration  and  circulation,  but  they  have  improved  the  quality  of 
both.   Children  no  longer  register  for  fun. 

A  new  feature  was  added  to  the  charging-system  of  this  department  with  the  be- 
ginning of  the  library-year,  the  recording  of  the  call-numbers  of  the  books  taken,  on 
the  child's  card.  As  the  cards  fill  up  and  are  returned  to  us,  we  file  them  away  for 
the  significance  of  the  statistics,  and  during  their  use  it  is  easy  to  see  what  books 
the  child  is  taking  and  whether  he  is  overdoing  any  one  line  of  reading.  The  key  to 
his  tastes  thus  obtained  enables  us  to  help  him  somewhat  in  the  further  choice  of 
books  and  to  refrain  from  recommending  books  he  has  already  had.  As  the  card  is 
turned  in,  the  owner's  age  is  noted  on  it  before  filing  it  away. 

Letters  to  teachers  have  been  sent  during  the  year,  inviting  them  to  visit  the 
Library  and  make  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  reading  of  the  children  in  connection 
with  their  studies.  The  circulation  of  books  to  the  teachers  themselves  for  reading 
to  or  with  their  pupils  is  increasing.  Through  the  teachers  and  their  recommenda- 
tions to  pupils  of  reading  collateral  with  their  lessons,  we  are  hoping  to  disabuse 
parents  of  the  idea  that  the  use  of  library  books  is  necessarily  prejudicial  to  the 
child's  studies. 
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The  department  is  issuing  more  transfers  than  formerly  to  the  main  collection,  as 
the  children  reach  the  fourteen-year-old  limit,  232  transfers  having  been  made  this 
year.  A  great  need  of  the  Circulating  Department  is  an  assistant  whose  time  could 
be  given  to  the  help  of  these  young  people ,  suddenly  brought  into  contact  with  a 
much  larger  collection  of  books  than  that  they  have  been  used  to  and  hardly  know- 
ing how  to  go  to  work  to  get  what  they  want.  The  open  shelves  solve  this  difficulty 
to  a  certain  extent,  being  a  select  collection  made  partly  with  the  needs  of  young 
people  in  view. 

Three  exhibitions  have  been  put  upon  the  walls  during  the  year,  one  in  Novem- 
ber, consisting  of  pictures  of  animals,  arranged  by  families,  with  a  page  of  type- 
written explanation  for  each,  and  the  others  the  Hero  and  the  Spring  exhibition  of 
last  year  with  additions  and  improvements.  In  connection  with  the  first  named,  a 
list  was  compiled  of  stories,  sketches,  and  verses  on  animals,  including  a  list  on 
Famous  Rides.  This  was  printed  in  the  Bulletin  of  Bibliography  of  the  Boston  Book 
Company,  who  kindly  had  fifty  copies  of  the  list  struck  off  separately  for  our  use. 
The  books  on  animals,  about  180  in  number,  went  out  at  the  rate  of  twelve  a  day  at 
the  time  of  the  exhibition,  without  any  urging  on  our  part.  For  the  first  time,  the 
Spring  exhibition  included  some  living  objects,  in  a  bowl  of  tadpoles,  and  some 
goldfish  and  frogs  lent  by  one  of  the  boys.  Alongside  the  tadpoles  were  placed 
some  books  open  to  illustrations  of  frog-life,  and  some  of  the  children  brought  small 
microscopes  in  order  to  see  if  the  illustrations  were  true  to  life.  Finding  them  so, 
they  borrowed  the  books. 

Lafayette  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day,  the  Christmas  season,  Lincoln's,  Washington's, 
and  FroebePs  birthdays,  May  Day  and  Decoration  Day  have  all  been  observed  on 
the  bulletin-boards.  The  day  after  Washington's  birthday,  Dr.  C.  Hanford  Hender- 
son, Director  of  the  Pratt  Institute  High  School,  talked  to  the  children  on  "  Hero- 
ism," and  was  listened  to  with  eager  attention.  As  on  the  occasion  of  the  only  pre- 
vious lecture,  the  audience  (of  140  children)  was  exceedingly  well  behaved. 

Perhaps  we  might  count  as  among  the  exhibitions  of  this  department  the 
"Doll-show"  placed  in  the  Art  Exhibition  Room  on  the  third  floor,  in  January. 
More  than  3,000  visits  were  made  by  children  to  see  this  collection,  which  was 
kindly  lent  by  Miss  Annie  Fields  Alden,  to  whom  the  dolls  had  been  brought  or 
sent  at  various  times  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  evening  attendance  has  fallen  off  in  numbers,  but  greatly  improved  in  qual- 
ity, and  evening  visits  from  parents  and  teachers  become  more  and  more  frequent. 
From  December  to  May  inclusive,  606  adult  visits  have  been  recorded. 

A  number  of  schools  have  been  visited  during  the  year  by  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  generally  with  immediate  results  in  the  shape  of  applications  to  use  the 
Library.  Since  November,  1898,  a  record  has^  been  kept  of  the  schools  represented, 
each  child  registering  having  been  required  to  give  the  name  or  number  of  his 
school,  thus  furnishing  the  Library  with  an  extra  means  of  tracing  him  in  case  of 
removal  and  enabling  the  librarian-in-charge  to  confer  with  the  teacher  of  any 
given  child,  if  necessary. 

Much  good  will  has  been  manifested  toward  the  department  in  the  shape  of  gifts 
and  loans,  among  the  former  of  which  may  be  mentioned  several  charming  and 
original  color-prints  given  by  the  artist,  Miss  Pamela  Smith. 

Among  the  most  valuable  accessions  to  the  children's  books  have  been  a  number 
of  German  song  and  story-books,  some  of  them  with  illustrations  by  Oscar  Pletsch. 


Report  of  the  Free  Library,  Pratt  Institute. 


15 


The  circulation  of  the  books  in  natural  science  has  doubled  since  1897  and  would 
doubtless  be  larger  still  if  there  were  more  books  simply  written,  better  adapted  to 
children.  We  have  found  it  a  good  plan  to  show  natural  objects  in  the  room  and 
interest  the  children  first  in  these,  then  in  the  books  about  them.  In  this  way  the 
books  and  pictures  "come  real,"  as  one  little  fellow  expressed  it.  More  than  thirty 
kinds  of  wild  flowers  have  been  brought  to  the  rooms  during  the  spring,  notes  be- 
ing kept  for  future  reference,  of  where  and  on  what  date  they  were  found. 

On  May  Day  a  miniature  May-pole  with  ribbon  decorations  was  brought  to  the 
Library,  and  the  children  of  a  kindergarten  happening  to  come  in  in  a  body  on 
that  day,  prevailed  on  us  to  let  them  take  it  out  into  the  yard  and  dance  about  it  in 
a  ring,  singing  their  May  song.  A  little  blind  girl  begged  to  "feel  it  all  over,"  and 
learned  the  May  song  to  repeat  to  her  mother.  During  the  early  part  of  the  month, 
considerable  poetry  from  old  English  ballad  collections,  on  the  woods  and  fields,  was 
read  to  the  children.  We  find  young  children  generally  fond  of  poetry ;  just  when 
the  majority  lose  this  fondness  and  become  prosaic  in  their  tastes  it  would  be  inter- 
esting to  know.  That  the  influence  of  the  room  is  lasting  in  some  cases,  we  have 
good  evidence.  A  little  girl  who  used  to  come  regularly  is  now  a  cash-girl  in  a  shop 
in  New  York,  but  came  back  on  a  visit  lately  and  revealed  the  fact  that  she  had 
never  forgotten  the  story  of  the  "Happy  Prince,"  which  was  told  in  the  room  one 
evening  when  she  was  present.  Each  year,  as  the  exhibitions  of  the  previous  year 
come  back  to  the  walls,  the  children  recognize  their  old  favorites  and  show  that 
they  remember  what  they  read  or  what  was  told  them  the  previous  year.  Comments 
on  the  room,  the  assistants,  and  the  books,  by  new  members,  are  sometimes  most 
amusing.  One  boy  was  heard  to  say,  "  People  here  are  just  like  teachers,  only  they 
ain't  cranky."  Another,  when  told  the  book  he  had  selected  was  not  very  suitable, 
said,  "Why,  I  can  read  anything.  I  can  even  read  girls'  books,  and  I  have  read  two 
or  three."  A  girl,  asked  when  she  had  first  come  to  the  Library,  replied  that  she 
"enlisted  in  it  last  June."  A  little  boy  who  reads  very  rapidly  was  one  day  seen  to 
sit  down  with  his  newly-borrowed  book  and  read  it  so  long  and  so  steadily  that  the 
assistant  finally  told  him  he  would  have  it  read  through  before  he  went  home,  at 
that  rate.  "I  know  it  and  I  don't  want  to,"  he  said,  "  I 've  been  wanting  to  stop  for 
quite  a  while,  but  I  have  n't  any  book-mark." 

A  number  of  children's  librarians  from  other  parts  of  the  country  have  visited  the 
department  during  the  year. 

LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 

The  School  opened  October  4th,  1898,  with  a  first-year  class  of  19,  and  4  students 
for  the  second-year  historical  course,  among  the  latter  two  experienced  librarians. 
104  applications  were  received  and  67  persons  examined,  35  passing  the  examina- 
tions. Of  the  class,  twelve  were  Normal  School  or  College  graduates  or  had  had  a 
year  or  more  of  college  work.  Eighteen  had  a  working  knowledge  of  German,  fif- 
teen of  French,  and  seventeen  of  Latin,  and  six  had  had  some  experience  in  libra- 
ry-work. 

Eleven  states  were  represented  in  the  enrollment,  as  follows : 

New  York   5       New  Hampshire   2 

Ohio   3       Massachusetts   1 

Georgia   1       New  Jersey   1 

Nebraska   1       Connecticut   3 

Pennsylvania   4       California    1 

Michigan   1 
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The  change  in  the  instruction  in  cataloguing  is  a  decided  improvement,  the  stu- 
dents being  left  to  work  with  less  supervision  and  becoming  much  more  self-reliant 
and  less  impressed  with  the  difficulties  of  cataloguing.  A  course  of  lessons  on  the 
cataloguing  of  United  States  documents  was  included,  with  a  study  of  the  works  of 
reference  on  the  subject.  The  fiction-course,  taking  the  hours  formerly  given  to 
Literature  and  English,  occupied  one  period  per  week  during  the  first  and  second 
terms.  Twenty-one  minor  authors  and  fifteen  doubtful  ones  were  discussed  during 
the  first  term,  which  was  devoted  to  English  and  American  writers ;  while  the  sec- 
ond term's  work  dealt  with  translations  from  modern  continental  authors.  On  the 
whole,  the  experiment  was  sufficiently  useful  and  successful  to  make  us  willing  to 
undertake  it  another  year. 

The  first-year  class  compiled  as  class-work  a  list  of  $25  worth  each  of  books  of 
travel,  biography,  American  history  and  general  history,  for  children,  and  for  their 
bibliographical  work  lists  on  the  following  subjects : 

Accounts  of  Joan  of  Arc,  for  chil-  Nicaragua  Canal  and  Clayton-Bul- 

dren.  wer  treaty. 

Accounts  of  slavery,  for  children.  Playgrounds  for  city  children. 

Bi-partisan  police  boards :  for  de-  Prison  labor. 

bate.  Salvation  Army  and  Volunteers  of 

Employers'  liability.  America. 

Examples  of  personal  heroism  in  the  Sequels,  and  other  books  dealing 

late  war.  with  the  same  set  of  characters. 

George  Junior  Republic.  Short  stories. 

Helen  Keller.  Short  stories  in  and  from  the  Ger- 

History  of  the  conception  of  time  man. 

and  space.  Supplement  to  last  year's  list  of 

Influence  of  education  on  crime :  Poems  on  events. 

debate.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 
Lives  of  artists  and  articles  on  art, 

for  children. 


The  students  of  the  historical  course,  of  the  second  year,  have  done-  excellent 
work  and  received  only  praise  from  their  various  teachers  and  lecturers.  The  intro- 
duction of  a  course  of  lectures  on  Latin  paleography,  with  the  study  pertaining 
thereto,  was  the  only  innovation  of  the  year.  The  lectures  were  given  and  the  work 
supervised  by  Prof.  James  C.  Egbert  of  Columbia  University,  the  class  making 
twice  a  week  the  long  journey  to  the  University  for  the  purpose.  The  subjects 
chosen  by  this  class  for  theses  were  as  follows: 

Existing  Schools  and  Courses  of  Paleography. 

The  Confiscation  of  the  Monastery  Libraries  in  Italy. 

Important  finds  of  MSS.  within  the  last  ten  years. 

European  collections  brought  to  this  country  within  the  last  twenty  years. 

In  addition  to  the  theses,  the  class  presented  the  following : 

Index  to  illustrations  of  book-bindings  found  elsewhere  than  in  collections 
of  the  same. 

Index  to  facsimiles  of  MSS.  found  elsewhere  than  in  collections  of  the 
same. 

Index  to  printers'  marks. 

List  of  Italian  bibliographical  terms,  with  definitions  and  abbreviations. 
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The  lecturers  addressing  the  School  during  the  second  term,  were  as  follows : 

Miss  Mary  L.  Avery,  on  the  Bibliography  of  Music. 
Mr.  S.  H.  Berry,  on  Library  devices. 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Hewins,  on  Libraries  and  Schools. 
Mr.  George  W.  lies,  on  the  Evaluation  of  books. 
Mr.  Thomas  Letts,  on  the  Preservation  and  Cataloguing  of  maps  and 
charts. 

Miss  Helen  Moore,  on  Library  work  with  children. 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Nelson,  on  Learned  Societies  and  their  publications. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Nolan,  on  the  Bibliography  of  Natural  History. 

Miss  Laura  E.  Palmer,  on  the  Bibliography  of  Fine  Arts. 

Prof.  E.  C.  Richardson,  on  the  Bibliography  of  Theology. 

Dr.  G.  E.  Wire,  on  Law  bibliography  and  cataloguing. 

During  the  Easter  Vacation,  fourteen  of  the  class,  accompanied  by  the  Director 
and  an  instructor,  visited  the  libraries  of  Philadelphia,  Bryn  Mawr,  Wilkes-Barre, 
and  Scranton,  finding  the  journey  exceedingly  pleasant  as  well  as  profitable.  The 
visits  were  a  revelation  to  the  students  of  library-hospitality,  of  the  amenities  of  the 
profession  they  were  about  to  enter,  and  of  the  value  of  field-work  in  library-edu- 
cation. 

The  visits  to  local  libraries  began  in  the  third  term  and  were  made  to  the  follow- 
ing libraries : 

Both  classes :  First-year  class : 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library,  Brooklyn.  Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library. 

Brooklyn  Library.  Bindery  of  Crombie  and  Lamothe. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society's  Second-year  class : 

Library.  Grolier  Club  Library. 

Newark  Free  Public  Library.  Princeton  University  Library. 

First-year  class :  Mr.  Robert  Hoe's  Library. 

Columbia  University  Library.  Arthur  Winter  Memorial  Library, 

Bryson  Library,  Teachers'  College.  Staten  Island. 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library  New  York  Historical  Society's 

(Bruce  and  Bloomingdale  Branches) .  Library. 

University  Settlement  Library.  Pequot  Library,  Southport. 

Aguilar  Library. 

At  this  writing,  all  but  two  of  this  year's  graduates  are  engaged  in  Library-work. 

The  entrance  examinations  were  given  this  year  on  June  24th,  as  a  measure  of 
convenience  to  both  School  and  applicants.  51  candidates  were  examined  and  the 
usual  twenty  admitted,  besides  several  wishing  to  specialize  in  work  with  children. 

A  report  on  the  course  in  Paleography,  and  one  on  the  salaries,  hours,  and  vaca- 
tions obtained  by  the  graduates  of  the  School,  were  printed  in  the  Library  Number 
of  the  Pratt  Institute  Monthly,  June,  1899. 

The  course  for  the  training  of  children's  librarians  which  will  be  given  next  year 
has  been  in  preparation  since  the  first  of  the  year.  Those  of  our  own  graduates 
since  the  year  1893  who  are  considered  suitable  candidates  for  the  course,  will  be 
admitted  without  entrance  examinations.  Graduates  or  one-year  students  of  the 
three  other  Library  schools  will  be  admitted  on  the  same  terms,  if  recommended  by 
their  respective  schools.  Assistants  in  libraries,  without  school- training,  applying 
for  this  course,  will  be  expected  to  pass  the  usual  entrance-examinations  with  an 
additional  one  in  library-economy.  By  this  means,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  devote  the 
entire  period  of  the  course  to  the  special  subject  of  work  with  the  children,  without 
having  to  instruct  the  student  in  the  preliminary  general  routine  of  a  library. 

The  School  was  represented  by  twenty  graduates  at  the  A.  L.  A.  Conference  of 
1898  and  by  nine  at  the  Atlanta  Conference  this  year. 
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INVENTORY. 


Twenty-three  of  the  books  unaccounted  for  in  the  inventory  of  December,  1897, 
were  found  before  September,  1898.  Twenty-two  of  these  were  children's  books 
and  the  failure  to  find  them  was  the  result  of  an  uncompleted  change  in  the  num- 
bering.  This,  we  believe,  is  quite  often  the  cause  of  reports  of  missing  books. 


There  have  been  several  changes  in  the  staff,  during  the  year,  beginning  with  the 
closing  of  the  Long  Island  Branch  and  the  consequent  honorable  discharge  of  the 
two  assistants  there,  who  went  at  once  to  other  libraries.  The  other  changes  have 
been  in  the  Circulating  Department,  two  assistants  leaving  us  to  take  positions  in 
the  nature  of  promotions  in  New  York  libraries ;  and  at  the  Astral  Branch,  one  of 
the  staff  accepting  a  position  in  Philadelphia.  There  has  been  very  little  illness 
during  the  year.  The  members  of  the  staff  who  spent  a  fortnight  at  the  Pratt  Camp 
in  the  Adirondacks  returned  from  their  vacations  looking  especially  refreshed. 

To  fill  one  of  the  vacancies  in  the  Circulating  Department,  it  was  necessary  to 
call  upon  a  student  in  the  Library  School,  early  in  the  third  term.  Her  work  has 
been  excellent  and  she  becomes  a  permanent  member  of  the  staff. 


Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9  P.  m. 
The  record  of  this  Branch  has  shown  a  steady  improvement  throughout  the  year 
in  all  its  figures. 


The  circulation  for  home  use  was  34,624  (including  17,042  volumes  issued  to  chil- 
dren), as  against  32,866  (including  14,709  volumes  to  children)  last  year.  For  this 
circulation  2,910  volumes  were  sent  to  the  Branch  from  the  main  library.  1,060 
volumes  were  issued  from  the  stack  for  reference-use,  7,421  volumes  were  mended, 
45  sent  to  the  bindery,  366  sent  for  rebinding,  and  215  discarded. 

The  volumes  transferred  from  the  Long  Island  Branch  (nearly  1,400)  have  been 
catalogued  and  shelf -listed  by  the  Branch  assistants. 

28,809  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Reading-room  and  10,103  to  the  Reference- 
room.  New  lights  and  new  heating-apparatus  have  made  the  room  much  more  com- 
fortable and  convenient,  and  the  stationing  of  a  watchman  at  the  door  from  7  to  9 
p.  m.,  since  November,  has  led  to  much  better  order  without  and  within,  and  to  the 
cessation  of  annoyances  and  insults  to  which  the  staff  had  previously  been  subjected 
from  the  hoodlums  of  the  district.  The  watchman  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
library  and,  appreciating  the  motive  of  its  work,  is  of  genuine  assistance  in  other 
ways  as  well.  The  assistants  report  that  the  children  of  the  neighborhood  are  fast 
learning  to  use  the  books  of  reference  and  no  longer  need  so  much  help,  and  that 
the  Library  is  increasingly  used  by  teachers,  debating  societies,  etc. 

The  lists  of  books  appearing  in  the  Greenpoint  Star  have  now  covered  almost  the 
entire  collection  and  the  consolidated  list  is  very  useful. 


STAFF. 


ASTRAL  BRANCH. 


The  registration  of  new  members  has  been 

Expirations  

Renewals  

Showing  a  net  gain  in  membership  of  


647 
377 
400 
290 
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The  growth  of  the  reference-work  has  been  remarkable  and  is  most  gratifying. 
The  new  assistant,  appointed  from  the  class  of  '99,  will  devote  herself  chiefly  to  the 
work  with  children,  and  a  written  message  to  parents  will  henceforth  take  the  place 
here,  as  at  the  main  library,  of  the  child's  guaranty. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  only  say  that  the  volume  of  work  accomplished  the  past 
year  is  quite  as  great  as  in  previous  years,  though  different  in  some  respects,  owing 
to  the  decrease  in  circulation,  and  the  use  of  the  time  thus  set  free  for  works  of 
revision,  correction,  etc.  There  seems  every  probability  that  the  coming  twelve 
months  will  be  busy  ones  of  the  usual  character. 

Allow  me  in  closing  to  commend  the  work  of  the  staff  and  to  thank  you  for  the 
many  kindnesses  extended  to  the  department  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully, 

Mary  W.  Plummer,  Director. 


The  Marion  Press,  Jamaica,  Queensborough,  New- York. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FREE  LIBRARY. 


To  The  Trustees. 

ENTLEMEN :  Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Free  Library 
of  Pratt  Institute  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1900.  While  the  circula- 
tion of  the  Library  has  continued  to  decrease  in  such  a  way  as  to  con- 
vince us  that  some  permanent  cause  is  at  work  contributing  to  this  de- 
crease, the  volume  of  reference-work  required  of  the  Library  has  greatly 
increased.  The  establishment  of  branches  by  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  city  is  doubtless  the  cause  referred  to,  as  many  persons  who  have 
used  this  Library  for  a  considerable  time  have  said  to  us  that  they  now  had  a 
library  much  nearer  home  and  should  as  a  usual  thing  make  use  of  that  instead  of 
coming  a  long  distance  to  this  Library.  The  work  done  in  our  Reference  Depart- 
ment is  not  likely  to  be  reduced  to  any  extent  by  these  branches,  as  the  new  libra- 
ries do  not  lay  stress  at  present  on  reference-work,  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  chief  librarian.  The  city  is  so  extensive  and  its  library-needs  so  great  that  we 
Can  but  welcome  any  assistance  in  the  provision  of  good  books  and  regard  the  in- 
creasing number  of  libraries  with  favor.  A  decided  step  toward  co-operation  has 
taken  place  in  the  organization  of  the  Long  Island  Library  Club,  with  the  express 
object  of  studying  and  solving  local  library  problems.  These  are  the  questions  which, 
it  seems  to  the  writer,  should  engage  the  attention  of  city  library  clubs,  giving 
them  a  practical  aim  and  focussing  their  energies  upon  a  definite  work. 

The  Library  was  represented  at  the  Montreal  Conference  of  the  American  Libra- 
ry Association  by  five  members  of  the  staff,  including  the  Director,  and  thirteen 
students  from  the  Library  School.  Two  members  of  the  staff  were  on  the  commit- 
tee to  prepare  a  programme  for  the  session  on  Children's  libraries,  one  of  them 
reading  a  paper  on  "  Picture-work  in  Children's  Libraries."  The  Director  received 
and  accepted  the  appointment  from  the  State  of  New  York  to  take  charge  of  the 
exhibit  of  American  libraries  at  the  Paris  Exposition  during  July  and  August.  She 
was  also  appointed  an  official  delegate  from  the  United  States  to  the  International 
Congress  of  Librarians,  held  in  Paris,  August  20  to  23,  and  presented  a  communi- 
cation at  one  of  the  meetings.  These,  I  believe,  cover  the  outside  professional  ac- 
tivities of  the  Library. 

The  publication  of  the  monthly  Bulletin  was  continued  more  or  less  satisfactorily 
until  February,  when  it  ceased,  owing  to  circumstances  over  which  the  Library 
had  no  control.  It  is  hoped  that  its  publication  may  be  renewed  under  better  au- 
spices within  a  short  time. 
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CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  from  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.  on  all  week-days  except  Fourth  of  July,  Labor  Day, 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  New  Year,  Washington's  Birthday,  and  Decoration  Day, 
and  from  9  A.  M.  to  9 : 30  P.  m.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Saturdays. 

REGISTRATION. 


Registration  of  adults,  at  the  Main  Library   2,443 

"           "  children  under  fourteen,  at  the  Main  Library   1,270 

"           "  adults,  at  the  Astral  Branch   280 

"           "  children  under  fourteen,  at  the  Astral  Branch   365 


Total  registration  for  the  year   4,358 

Total  renewals  (to  be  added)   3,608 


Total   7,966 

Total  expirations  (to  be  deducted)   5,989 


Growth  in  registration   1,977 

Total  registration  to  date   56,317 


The  total  active  membership,  June  30,  1900,  is  reckoned  as  37,193. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  though  only  twenty-four  hours'  wait  is  required  be- 
tween the  presenting  of  the  application  and  the  taking  of  a  card,  in  one  month 
alone  the  number  of  cards  made  ready  and  not  called  for  was  79. 

Of  the  registration  an  increasing  number  represents  teachers  who  take  the  teach- 
er's card,  allowing  six  books  at  a  time  for  one  month,  without  renewal.  This 
privilege  seems  to  be  more  and  more  appreciated,  and  its  good  effect  on  the  meth- 
ods and  quality  of  teaching  in  the  schools  must  be  considerable. 

The  dropping  of  the  guarantor  system,  which  took  place  in  October,  has  certain- 
ly been,  as  we  expected,  a  measure  of  conciliation.  The  new  application-blanks 
have  the  additional  line,  "  I  vouch  for  the  character  and  standing  of  this  appli- 
cant," with  a  blank  for  the  signature  of  the  person  serving  as  reference,  which 
does  not,  however,  place  upon  him  any  financial  responsibility. 

The  amount  of  fines  and  damages  uncollected  is  $46.65  as  compared  with  $23.74 
last  year,  when,  it  must  be  remembered,  the  circulation  was  larger  and  there  were 
more  delinquents.  The  time  necessary  for  revising  and  filing  a  second  blank  is 
gained  since  that  blank  was  done  away  with,  and  the  time  and  car-fare  of  the  col- 
lector in  trying  to  make  collections  from  the  guarantor,  and  these  two  gains  cer- 
tainly equal  the  small  loss  in  money  entailed  by  dropping  the  old  system. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  circulation  from  the  Main  Library  for  the  year  has  been  as  follows : 


To  borrowers  over  14  years  of  age   170,643 

"        "     under  "     "     "    "    30,451 

"  the  Astral  Branch   3,240 

"  City  Park  Chapel   200 

"  Vacation  Schools   80 

Circulation  of  books  in  the  French  language   3,261 

"        "     "      «    "  German       "    4,426 


Total  from  Main  Library   212,301 
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Circulation  of  the  Astral  Branch  (to  borrowers  over  14)   15,808 

"        "   "     "         "      (to  borrowers  under  14)   14,648 

Total  circulation  for  home  use   242,757 

The  circulation  of  books  taken  on  teachers'  cards  was   3,627 


The  percentage  of  fiction  circulated,  including  fiction  in  foreign  languages  and 
children's  stories,  was  63  1-2  per  cent.    The  Library  was  open  305  days,  giving  an 
.   average  daily  circulation  of  796.    The  circulation  from  the  open  shelves,  included 
"5  in  the  total  given  above,  was  16,446,  or  54  per  day.    The  circulation  from  the  open 
— '  shelves  has  increased  gradually,  as  readers  found  their  way  into  the  room  and  real- 
%   ized  that  the  newest  books,  not  fiction,  would  be  found  there.    Books  are  also 
brought  here  from  the  stacks,  and  the  assistant-in-charge  needs  to  be  quite  familiar 
+^  with  the  Library's  resources,  in  order  to  wait  upon  some  of  the  persons  who  use 
^  the  room.    Considerable  reference-work  is  done  in  this  way  by  persons  who  come 
.     for  a  short  time  only,  in  search  of  information  more  conveniently  found  here  than 

in  the  Reference  Department. 
%.      From  January  to  March,  one-fifth  of  the  circulation  from  this  room  was  fiction, 
d  Then  followed  travel,  biography,  history,  and  literature,  given  in  the  order  of  popu- 
L£  larity.     As  the  book-cards  for  these  books  were  filled,  they  were  filed  for  statistics, 
and  the  number  of  times  a  book  had  been  circulated  from  the  open  shelves  was 
compared  with  the  number  of  times  it  had  gone  out  from  the  stack  in  the  same 
length  of  time.    A  few  of  these  statistics  may  be  interesting  to  those  librarians 
using  modified  free  access,  whose  system  of  charging  does  not  enable  them  to  make 
this  comparison. 


Open 
shelves.  Stack. 


Hamerton.    Thoughts  about  art                                            10  4 

Wiggin.    Children's  rights                                                    16  9 

Mill  on  the  floss                                                                  24  15 

Whymper.    Great  Andes  of  the  equator                                  22  6 

Griffis.    Mexico  of  to-day                                                       7  3 

Mansfield  park                                                                    21  5 

Silas  Marner                                                                       27  12 

Livermore.    My  story  of  the  war                                            8  3 

St.  Amand.    Court  of  Louis  XIV                                           12  5 

Bishop.    House-hunter  in  Europe                                          13  3 

Wright.    Birdcraft                                                                  9  3 

Jewett.    Deephaven                                                            26  13 

Steevens.    Land  of  the  dollar                                               22  2 

Life  of  Lady  Burton                                                            20  7 

Sudermann.   Dame  care                                                       21  8 

Manzoni.   The  betrothed                                                      11  6 

James.    The  real  thing                                                        22  7 

Eggleston.   United  States  and  its  people                                 10  5 

Journal  of  a  spy  in  Paris  during  the  reign  of  terror                  13  8 

Bicknell.   Life  in  the  Tuileries                                               9  2 

Browning.    Poems  (1  vol.  ed.)                                              13  8 

Tautphoeus.   The  initials                                                     23  13 
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Certain  authors,  such  as  Scott  and  Dickens,  show  a  greater  circulation  from  the 
stack,  but  where  we  have  other  copies  in  the  stack,  it  seems  wise  to  retain  at  least 
one  copy  on  the  open  shelves,  since  there  it  is  likely  to  become  known  to  another 
class  of  readers. 

Through  your  kind  permission  to  carry  out  the  plan  outlined  in  my  last  annual 
report,  for  a  collection  of  duplicates  to  be  circulated  at  five  cents  per  week,  the 
library  has  been  enabled  to  satisfy  the  demand  for  new  novels  much  more  nearly 
than  ever  before. 

The  works  duplicated,  in  response  to  the  demand,  have  been 

Browning.  Letters.  Major.  When  Knighthood  was  in  flower. 

Cholmondeley.  Red  pottage.  Van  Dyke.  Fisherman's  luck. 

Churchill.  Richard  Carvel.  Westcott.  David  Harum. 

Crawford.  Via  crucis.  Whiteing.  No.  5  John  St. 

Ford.  Janice  Meredith.  Zangwill.  Children  of  the  ghetto. 

Johnston.  To  have  and  to  hold. 

Of  these  a  total  of  51  copies  have  been  bought,  in  addition  to  the  free  copies, 
and  the  amount  received  from  their  circulation,  to  and  including  June  30th,  is 
$57.70,  or  an  average  of  $1.13  per  copy,  showing  that  the  collection  has  very  nearly 
paid  for  itself.  I  would  suggest  that  another  year  these  receipts  be  applied  direct- 
ly to  the  purchase  of  new  books  for  the  collection,  so  as  to  make  no  drain  whatever 
upon  the  regular  book-appropriation.  No  dissatisfaction  with  the  arrangement  has 
been  expressed ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  seemed  to  meet  the  wants  of  many  readers. 
Even  those  who  do  not  care  to  pay  the  fee  are  benefitted,  as  fewer  persons  remain 
to  call  for  the  free  copies  and  each  borrower's  turn  comes  sooner.  This  would  not 
be  the  case,  of  course,  if  we  had  diminished  the  number  of  free  copies  from  that 
previously  bought,  but  this  has  not  been  done. 

Some  improvements  in  our  charging-system  were  introduced  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  by  which  the  time  of  the  assistant  and  of  the  public,  as  well  as  some 
stationery,  was  saved. 

During  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  the  presence  of  members  of  the 
Library  School  in  this  department  at  stated  times  enabled  us  to  resume  the  work  of 
the  Information-desk  at  certain  hours.  The  work  of  the  student  was,  primarily,  to 
answer  questions,  explain  the  catalogues,  and  serve  the  public  generally,  and  inci- 
dentally to  keep  some  clerical  work  at  the  desk  to  be  done  in  spare  moments.  Most 
of  the  questions  asked  show  the  value  of  such  assistance,  and  the  experience  has 
been  very  good  for  the  students. 

The  circulation  of  French,  3261,  and  German  books,  4426,  is  an  advance  on  that 
of  last  year,  and  some  demand  for  Italian  and  Spanish  books,  chiefly  easy  stories 
for  beginners  in  the  study  of  these  languages,  has  arisen. 

The  experiment  of  employing  a  young  girl  from  a  bindery  to  attend  to  the  mend- 
ing of  books,  recommended  in  last  year's  report,  has  proved  a  success.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  mended  was  as  follows : 

At  the  Main  Library   37,620 

In  the  Children's  Room   11,325 

At  the  Astral  Branch   6,022 

Total  mended   54,967 

or  an  average  of  180  volumes  per  day. 
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On  days  when  there  was  not  enough  mending  to  occupy  her  entire  time,  the 
mender  has  been  employed  to  paste  the  labels  and  plates  in  new  books. 
The  receipts  in  this  department  have  been  as  follows : 


From  fines,  Main  Library  $1,442.08 

"       "    Children's  Department   98.41 

"       "    Astral  Branch   139.88 

"    volumes  lost  and  paid  for,  Main  Library   31.66 

"       "         "     "        "      Children's  Department   1.90 

"       «         "     "        "      Astral  Branch   1.67 

"    sales,  Main  Library   113.29 

"       "     Children's  Department   3.30 

"       "     Astral  Branch  10 


Total  receipts  $1,832.29 


During  the  summer  of  1899,  books  were  lent  to  two  of  the  newly  started  vacation 
schools,  a  number  of  them  from  the  Children's  library. 


READING-ROOM, 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  A.  M.  to  9 : 30  P.  M. 


Attendance  at  the  Reading-room  of  the  Main  Library   53,017 

"  "  "  "      Astral  Branch   24,495 

Evening  attendance  at  Children's  Reading-room  (adults)   822 

"  "  "  "         (children)   2,641 


Total  Reading-room  attendance   80,975 

Periodicals  now  subscribed  for  at  the  Main  Library   218 

Newspapers  "         "          "     "        "      '  "    13 

Periodicals   "         "          "     "      Astral  Branch   38 

Newspapers  "         "          "     "        "        "    7 

Total   276 

Periodicals  received  as  exchanges  for  Pratt  Institute  Monthly   62 

"  "       "  gifts   23 


The  following  periodicals  were  added  to  our  subscription-list,  January,  1900. 

Columbia  University  contributions  to  Philosophy,  Psychology,  and  Education. 

Columbia  University  studies  in  History,  Economics,  and  Public  law. 

Engineering  Magazine  and  Industrial  Review. 

International  Review. 

Literary  Digest. 

Masters  in  Art  (3  copies). 

Municipal  engineering. 

Publications  of  the  American  Statistical  Association. 

Publications  of  the  Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers. 

Speaker. 

The  library  would  call  the  attention  of  children's  librarians  and  of  teachers  to 
Masters  in  Art,  an  excellent  magazine  for  reference-use  in  schools  and  children's 
libraries,  the  reproductions  of  paintings  being  very  good  and  the  price  of  subscrip- 
tion most  reasonable. 
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A  case  for  the  receipt  of  exchanges  and  gifts  has  now  been  placed  at  the  back  of 
the  first-floor  stack,  thus  relieving  the  reading-room  shelves  on  the  one  hand  and 
making  these  papers  more  accessible  than  when  in  the  basement  stack,  their  late 
lodging-place. 


REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT* 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9 : 30  P.  M. 

Attendance  at  the  Eeference  Department  of  the  Main  Library   23,897 

"  "  "  "  "      Astral  Branch   9,050 

Total  attendance   32,947 

Number  of  volumes  brought  from  stack  for  consultation,  Main  Library.  13,984 
"        "  "        «       "     "  "  Astral  Branch  1,125 

Total   15,109 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  attendance  may  have  been  underestimated,  as  the  as- 
sistants have  been  kept  so  busy  at  times  as  to  be  unable  to  keep  statistics ;  but 
taken  even  as  they  are,  the  figures  given  above  show  a  noticeable  growth  in  the 
use  of  the  department. 

The  lists  made  by  the  department  in  answer  to  a  demand  or  in  anticipation  of 
one  have  been  as  follows : 

Life  in  France  in  the  17th  century.    (By  request.) 

Citizenship  and  Municipal  government.    (By  request.) 

Holland  and  her  Queen.    (For  the  Astral.) 

Robespierre.    (In  October  Bulletin.) 

Butterflies.    (In  November  Bulletin.) 

Cardinal  Wiseman. 

Vegetarianism. 

Public  Playground  movement. 

Walter  Besant.    (For  the  Astral.) 

Wagner  and  his  operas.    (In  January  Bulletin.) 

Books  for  library  of  an  army-post.    (By  request.) 

Historical  novels  to  accompany  work  of  class  in  History  of  Costume.  (For 

the  Domestic  Art  Department.) 
Superstitions. 
North  American  Indians. 
Witchcraft. 
Paris.    (By  request.) 

Reference  books  useful  in  the  study  of  Literature.    (By  request.) 

The  shelves  of  standard  literature  in  the  general  reference-room  are  much  visited, 
especially  since  the  requirement  of  signing  for  the  use  of  these  books  has  ceased. 
The  books  are  considerably  used  by  persons  taking  courses  at  the  Brooklyn  Insti- 
tute. The  Text-book  collection  is  much  consulted  by  students  preparing  for  exam- 
inations. 

Books  have  been  reserved  during  the  year  for  a  number  of  classes  from  the 
Institute  and  from  other  schools. 

Report  of  the  works  on  pedagogy  and  psychology  reserved  for  Dr.  McVanners 


Report  of  the  Free  Library,  Pratt  Institute. 


9 


classes  seems  to  have  gone  abroad,  for  many  teachers  from  other  schools  have  come 
to  consult  them.  There  has  been  a  demand  expressed  in  this  department  for  easy 
Italian  and  Spanish  reading  and  for  Swedish  books ;  and  the  one  Russian  book 
which  the  Library  possessed,  a  life  of  Count  Tolstoi,  was  carried  off  with  great  de- 
light by  a  boy  whose  mother  could  read  only  Russian. 

The  Reading-lists  that  have  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  the  work  of  this  department.  Some  of  them,  notably  the  list  on  Wagner 
and  his  operas,  have  met  with  commendation  from  the  press  and  from  other  libra- 
ries, as  well  as  from  individual  borrowers. 

The  work  of  the  vacation-schools  during  the  summer  of  1899  was  soon  felt  by 
this  department,  and  the  work  for  the  teachers  was  a  pleasant  one.  Considerable 
illustrative  material  in  pictures,  poems,  and  stories  was  found  for  them. 

The  shelves  invented  for  the  bound  newspapers  have  been  in  use  throughout  the 
year  and  have  proved  a  solution  of  a  difficult  problem. 

The  most  important  accessions  to  the  department  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : 

International  Encyclopedia.  1898. 
The  Liberator,  1847-65,  lacking  some  numbers. 
Brewer.   World's  Best  Orations,  v.  1-5. 
Stevens.  Cyclopedia  of  Fraternities. 
Macaulay.   Works.    Edition  de  luxe. 

35  Early  printed  books,  for  the  use  of  students  of  the  Historical  course,  in 
the  Library  School. 

ART  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT* 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9:30  p.  m.,  from 
September  15  to  July  1.    Open  at  specified  hours  from  July  1  to  September  15. 


Attendance   13,488 

Number  of  books  and  plates  taken  on  cash  deposit   145 

"       "     "     "       "        "     "  department  orders   1,431 

"       "  photographs  taken  on  department  orders   4,170 

"       "  "  "     "  Director's  permit   203 

"       "         "         used  at  the  Library   3,995 


The  reduction  of  the  force  in  this  department  in  September  meant  that  the  work 
on  the  photographs  must  go  on  much  more  slowly,  especially  as  the  desk  require- 
ments have  been  greater,  but  the  work  is  at  last  about  finished.  The  work  of 
mounting  the  collection  of  textiles  is  the  next  to  be  undertaken. 

The  exhibitions  have  meant  much  care  for  this  department,  some  of  them  at- 
tracting large  numbers  of  persons  to  the  third  floor  who  did  not  realize  the  necessity 
for  quiet.  The  head  of  the  department  has  much  more  disciplinary  duty  than  is  at 
all  pleasant  or  than  would  be  necessary  if  visitors  were  as  thoughtful  as  they  are 
well-intentioned.  Students  from  some  of  the  Institute  departments,  I  regret  to  say, 
have  been  among  the  offenders  in  this  respect.  The  fact  does  not  seem  to  be  ap- 
preciated that  the  rooms  are  full  of  persons  studying  and  reading  who  have  a  right 
to  quiet,  and  that  the  noise  of  talking  and  laughing  in  the  halls  and  on  the  stairs 
carries  into  all  the  rooms  owing  to  the  echo  in  the  open  space  occupied  by  the 
stairs.    Another  year  we  hope  to  make  a  more  satisfactory  report  on  this  head. 
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The  exhibitions,  under  the  care  of  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts  of  the  Institute, 
have  been  as  follows : 


Grueby  pottery  and  antique  tex- 
tiles. 

Denton  collection  of  Butterflies  and 
Moths. 

Pictures  by  Ernest  Haskell. 
Landscapes  by  Charles  H.  Davis. 
Sketches,  studies,  and  drawings  by 

Eobert  Blum. 
Paintings  by  Theodore  E.  Butler. 


J apanese  prints  and  books,  lent  by 
Arthur  W.  Dow. 

Iridescent  glass,  brocades,  and  Ori- 
ental rugs,  lent  by  Daniel  Z. 
Noorian. 

Rookwood  pottery. 

Valentines,  lent  "by  Frank  H.  Baer. 

Laces  and  embroideries,  lent  by 
W.  B.  Mead. 


The  chief  additions  to  the  resources  of  the  department  have  been  as  follows : 


Volkmann.    Iconografia  Dantesca. 

Goupil.    Salon  for  1898. 

Sheraton.  Cabinet-maker,  and  Up- 
holsterer's Drawing-book. 

Vienna  Museum.    Year-book  for 
1899. 

Vienna  Museum.  Orientalische 

Teppiche. 
Bajot.    Profiles  et  tournages. 
Cole.  Ornament  in  European  Silks. 
Cripp.    Old  English  Plate. 
Crowe  and  Cavalcaselle.  History 

of  Painting  in  Italy  and  Northern 

Italy.    5  vols. 


Cellini.    Treatises  on  Goldsmithing 

and  Sculpture. 
Hugo.    Bewick  collector. 
Tissot.    Life  of  Christ. 
London  Graphic,    v.  1-26. 
Norman  Monuments  of  Palermo. 
Monuments  modernes  de  la  Perse. 
Ames  Memorial  Building. 
Buildings  near  Muttra  and  Agra. 
Die  Vier  Evangelien. 
English  Country  Houses. 
Georgian  Period  of  Colonial  Work. 


Lists  on  the  following  subjects  have  been  made  by  the  department  and  the  Li- 
brary School  students,  in  response  to  the  demands  or  needs  of  students : 


Auguste  Rodin. 
American  pottery. 
Celtic  ornament. 
Illustrations  of  laurel  and  bay. 
Modern  theatres — text  and  plans. 
Pictures  of  Japanese  and  Chinese 
children. 


Illustrations  of  musical  instru- 
ments. 

Index  of  modern  artists  noticed  in 
Art  periodicals  in  Art  Reference- 
room. 

Index  to  illustrations  by  C.  D.  Gibson. 


CATALOGUING  DEPARTMENT 


Volumes  catalogued  during  the  year   4,122 

"       plated,  labelled,  and  made  ready  for  shelves   7,953 

"       prepared  for  reminding   2,823 

"       discarded   1,770 

"      made  ready  for  the  Astral  Branch   226 


Of  the  volumes  catalogued,  189  were  in  French,  97  in  German,  48  in  Italian,  and 
3,788  in  English  and  other  languages. 

The  discarded  books  were  sent,  by  request,  to  the  Kings  County  Penitentiary ; 
Atlanta  Unitarian  Church;  U.  S.  Recruiting  Station,  Park  Avenue,  New  York; 
Hope  Hall,  Flushing,  N.  Y.;  Jacksonville  (Florida)  Library  Association ;  and  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue  Congregational  Sunday  School,  Brooklyn. 

The  reduction  of  the  force  has  meant  the  allotment  of  only  123  hours'  work 
per  week  to  this  department  in  lieu  of  189  last  year,  and  the  revision  of  the 
numbering  of  the  works  in  the  class  Literature  and  the  project  of  filling  several 
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years'  gaps  in  the  subject-catalogue,  have  had  to  be  indefinitely  postponed  in 
consequence.  In  the  first  quarter  of  1900,  the  department  was  relieved  of  some  of 
its  hours  in  the  Circulating  Department  and  hence  was  able  to  make  a  better  show- 
ing than  in  the  first  half  of  the  library  year.  The  sheep-bound  government  docu- 
ments have  been  renumbered  to  correspond  with  the  numbering  recently  adopted 
by  the  government,  which  will  make  it  much  easier  to  refer  to  them. 


ORDER  DEPARTMENT. 

4,722  volumes  have  been  entered  during  the  year. 

Additions  by  purchase                   3,594    Additions  in  English   4,247 

"        "  gift                              678  "  "  French   214 

"        "  binding  pamphlets  "  "  German   118 

and.  periodicals     450  "  "  Italian   32 

"      for  circulation                 4,237  "  "  Spanish   64 

"       "  reference   415  "  "  Latin  and  other  lan- 

Starred  books  *                                 70                          guages   47 

Total  number  of  volumes  entered  to  June  30,  1900,  including  vol- 
umes at  Astral  Branch   79,509 

Total  number  of  volumes  withdrawn  to  date   8,966 

Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  Library   70,543 

In  January  the  work  of  the  Order  Department,  with  the  exception  of  the  receiv- 
ing of  books  and  checking  of  bills,  was  removed  from  the  librarian's  office  to  the 
cataloguing-room.  This  has  given  much-needed  space  in  the  office  and  has  led  to 
rejoicing  in  the  Cataloguing  Department  on  account  of  the  easy  access  to  the  acces- 
sion-books thus  made  possible. 

The  principal  accessions  of  the  year  have  already  been  noted  under  the  Refer- 
ence and  Art-reference  Departments. 

A  serious  feature  of  the  Library's  outlay  has  come  to  be  the  replacing  of  discard- 
ed books.  We  have  mended  as  long  as  we  could,  rebound  as  often  as  the  books 
would  bear  it,  yet  since  July  1,  1899,  1,770  volumes  have  had  to  be  discarded.  If 
we  replace  all  these  —  and  most  of  them  are  constantly  called  for  and  need  to  be 
replaced — it  takes  at  least  half  of  the  fund  available  for  additions  and  the  new 
books  are  fewer  by  that  much.  There  is  no  greater  source  of  annoyance  to  the 
public  and  the  staff  than  the  presence  of  cards  in  the  catalogue  for  books  which 
have  been  discarded  and  which  cannot  be  replaced  for  weeks  and  even  for  months ; 
but  the  removing  and  re-inserting  of  the  cards  for  all  these  would  be  an  equal 
trial.  The  same  wholesale  giving-way  of  the  books  has  been  reported  from  the 
Astral,  just  three  years  since  the  last  general  coming-to-pieces.  This  seems  to  in- 
dicate the  average  life  of  the  book,  including  mending  and  rebinding,  as  three  years. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  fund  be  set  apart  for  the  prompt  replacement  of  books, 
based  on  the  average  number  of  books  discarded  during  the  past  three  years,  leav- 
ing untouched  the  amount  at  the  Library's  disposal  for  the  purchase  of  new  books. 
In  no  other  way  does  it  seem  possible  to  do  justice  to  all  of  the  Library's  borrowers 
and  to  keep  the  stock  of  books  what  it  should  be. 

*  Books  which  circulate  only  on  payment  of  a  cash  deposit. 
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CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  6  P.  M.  and  7  to 
8 : 30  p.  m.,  October  to  May;  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.,  May  to  October. 


New  members  registered   1,270 

Expirations  of  membership   2,210 

Renewals  of  membership   439 

Transfers  of  membership  to  Main  Library   217 

Circulation  of  books  for  home  use   30,451 

Evening  attendance,  adults   822 

Evening  attendance,  children   2,641 


The  number  of  letters  sent  to  parents  during  the  year,  notifying  them  of  the 
child's  desire  to  take  books  from  the  Library  and  requesting  their  permission,  was 
1,604.  To  these  1,035  answers  were  received,  in  nearly  all  cases  giving  hearty  con- 
sent, and  when  not  consenting  giving  a  valid  reason,  such  as  the  child's  extreme 
youth,  or  something  of  that  kind.  The  autumn  circulation  began  later  than  usual 
in  1899,  the  mild  weather  keeping  the  children  out  of  doors. 

Various  changes  in  the  methods  used  in  the  room  have  been  experimented  with, 
and  results  seem  to  show  that  these  changes  are  improvements. 

Delinquent  notices  are  now  sent  to  children  when  their  books  are  three  days 
overdue,  instead  of  one  week,  making  the  fine  smaller,  hence  easier  to  collect. 

Children's  cards  are  not  made  out  now  until  the  children  come  to  claim  them. 
This  resulted  in  one  month  in  a  saving  of  65  cards. 

All  the  books  have  been  made  fourteen-day  books,  much  to  the  relief  of  the  chil- 
dren, who  found  the  distinction  between  seven  and  fourteen-day  books  confusing, 
and  said  they  thought  the  length  of  time  ought  to  be  according  to  the  size  of  the 
book.  The  saving  of  time  in  charging,  using  only  one  set  of  stamps,  is  also  a 
recommendation  of  this  change. 

A  new  application-blank,  much  more  simply  worded,  has  been  provided  for  chil- 
dren's use. 

A  great  many  children  new  to  the  Library  have  come  to  us  the  past  winter,  mak- 
ing necessary  extra  effort  to  train  them  into  the  habits  of  the  room.  The  order  of 
the  room  has  been  very  good  for  the  most  part,  and  we  have  had  almost  none  of  our 
old  difficulty  in  keeping  the  children  quiet  in  the  halls  ;  but  the  steps  and  walks 
have  at  times  been  so  overrun  with  them  that  grown  persons  could  hardly  get  to 
the  doors.  Nothing  but  an  active,  vigilant  janitor-service  and  the  steady,  uninter- 
mitting  enforcement  of  whatever  rules  are  laid  down,  can  prevent  this  annoyance. 
The  children  should  be  kept  strictly  in  their  games  and  sports  to  the  south  end  of 
the  lot  and  not  allowed  to  play  on  the  walks  at  all. 

The  evening  attendance  at  one  time  showed  a  tendency  toward  gossip  instead  of 
reading,  and  the  atmosphere  of  the  room  became  so  social  as  to  affect  the  day  use 
unfavorably.  The  trouble  seemed  to  be  due  largely  to  the  presence  of  little  chil- 
dren, unable  to  read,  in  the  evening  hours.  This  was  quietly  done  away  with,  the 
older  children  being  advised  to  leave  their  younger  brothers  and  sisters  at  home, 
and  an  improvement  in  order  and  use  was  almost  at  once  manifest. 
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The  mending  of  11,325  volumes  has  been  accomplished,  379  have  been  rebound, 
and  465  discarded.  ( 

Shelves  for  picture-books  were  placed  under  one  of  the  Reading-room  windows, 
where  the  little  children  could  help  themselves,  and  a  cupboard  for  mending- 
materials  was  built  under  one  of  the  tables,  thus  enabling  the  assistants  to  keep  a 
more  tidy  room. 

The  reference-books  have  been  given  a  corner  to  themselves,  labelled  Reference, 
and  a  table  set  in  that  corner  is  much  used  by  the  children  in  looking  up  matter  for 
compositions.    Assistance  in  consulting  the  books  is  also  given  at  this  table. 

A  new  bookmark  was  given  out  to  every  borrower  on  the  day  before  Washing- 
ton's birthday.  It  bore  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Charles  Pratt,  with  some  of  his 
sayings,  and  on  the  other  side  some  reminders  as  to  the  use  of  the  Library.  The 
children  were  greatly  pleased  with  them,  yet  there  was  no  attempt  to  take  them 
without  permission  or  to  take  more  than  one.  It  seems,  as  the  librarian-in-charge 
says,  as  if  the  "  snatch  and  grab"  days  were  over. 

In  the  circulation,  40  public,  9  parochial,  and  4  private  schools  are  represented. 
Two  vacation  schools  drew  80  books  and  kept  them  during  the  summer  session. 

The  teachers  and  students  of  the  Training  School  resumed  their  use  of  the  room 
in  September,  a  use  which  has  been  much  more  intelligent  and  active  than  the  year 
before.  The  interest  of  the  teachers  has  also  increased.  A  list  of  short  stories, 
teaching  lessons  of  conduct,  not  too  pointedly,  is  now  in  preparation  for  these  stu- 
dents. The  exhibition-work  seems  to  have  been  suggestive  to  teachers,  as  well  as 
to  parents,  and  we  hear  of  similar  exhibits  being  planned  for  the  school-rooms. 
Teachers  grow  constantly  more  curious  as  to  children's  books,  and  some  have  spent 
hours  in  the  room  looking  over  the  books  and  observing  the  children. 

The  visits  of  the  librarian-in-charge  to  the  schools  have  been  made  irregularly 
during  the  winter,  owing  to  various  hindrances,  but  those  that  have  been  made 
have  had  an  immediate  effect  in  bringing  more  children  to  the  library  and  in  arous- 
ing the  interest  of  the  teachers. 

The  principal  bulletins  posted  have  been  one  on  the  Filipinos  as  they  live  in 
their  native  country  and  as  seen  at  their  settlement  at  Glen  Island  (this  bulletin 
has  since  gone  to  Paris  as  a  part  of  the  Library's  exhibit) ;  one  for  the  Dewey  holi- 
days ;  one  showing  school-rooms  and  school-children  in  various  countries  (this  was 
put  up  in  September  when  the  city  schools  opened) ;  a  Thanksgiving  bulletin,  in 
connection  with  which  the  room  was  decorated  with  harvest  pictures,  corn-stalks, 
pumpkins,  and  autumn  flowers ;  one  on  the  new  Zoological  Gardens  at  the  Bronx, 
in  connection  with  the  annual  Animal  exhibit ;  one  on  South  Africa ;  the  Pope's 
Jubilee ;  and  a  small  spring  bulletin,  the  center  of  which  is  a  card  on  which  the 
name  of  the  month  can  be  changed,  as  in  some  calendars,  so  as  to  correspond  with 
the  exhibition  of  flowers,  etc.,  that  may  be  going  on  at  the  time.  Other  exhibits, 
either  in  the  room  or  for  which  the  room  has  issued  permits,  have  been  those  of 
Denton's  butterflies,  visited  by,  at  the  very  least,  1,500  children;  the  Christmas 
pictures  and  decorations,  including  a  tree,  given  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Pratt,  which  was 
dressed  only  with  festoons  of  cranberries  strung  by  the  children  in  the  evening ; 
Mr.  Henry  Troth's  flower  photographs,  enjoyed  more  if  anything  by  grown  people 
than  by  the  children;  the  annual  Hero  exhibition,  etc. 

Children  coming  back  from  the  seaside  contributed  various  marine  creatures  to 
the  collections  in  the  room,  others  brought  minerals,  a  cotton  plant,  a  land-turtle, 
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etc.  Several  classes,  as  classes,  attended  by  a  teacher,  visited  the  Butterfly  exhi- 
bition. They  seem  to  like  coming  in  a  body,  and  the  order  is  better  when  they  do. 
In  one  or  two  cases  where  a  teacher  was  unable  to  come,  she  put  one  of  the  larger 
boys  in  charge  of  the  class  (in  one  case  a  colored  boy)  and  the  discipline  was 
equally  good. 

The  Christmas  exhibit,  aside  from  the  tree  and  floral  decorations,  was  composed 
chiefly  of  photographs  of  the  Madonna  and  Child  or  of  the  Holy  Family,  the  Luca 
della  Robbia  babies,  and  some  of  the  Tissot  pictures.  Under  these  last  were  hand- 
printed texts,  with  reference  to  the  place  of  the  incident  in  the  Gospels.  After  the 
Christmas  exhibit,  the  children  expressed  a  long-felt  wish  to  do  "  something  for  the 
Mr.  Pratts,"  and  were  allowed  to  open  a  penny  subscription  to  pay  for  some  ama- 
teur photographs  of  the  room,  showing  the  children  and  the  librarian-in-charge. 
The  necessary  amount  was  raised  in  one  afternoon,  and  could  have  been  in  an  hour 
if  the  penny  limit  had  not  been  strictly  enforced.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  evi- 
dences of  this  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  children  were  grateful  to  all  concerned. 

During  the  Hero  exhibition,  efforts  were  made  to  interest  the  children  in  the 
social  side  of  Washington's  life  and  old  Virginia  customs,  and  portraits  of  Robert 
E.  Lee  and  Stonewall  Jackson  were  shown  among  the  heroes.  The  colored  picture 
of  the  "  Birkenhead,"  issued  by  the  London  Graphic,  we  put  up  with  some  misgiv- 
ings as  to  the  effect,  which  were  not  justified.  Little  children  saw  only  the  red 
uniforms  and  the  trumpets,  and  the  older  ones  were  impressed  by  the  heroism  and 
pathos  rather  than  by  the  horror.  Many  children  went  to  the  desk  to  ask  for  the 
story.    The  effect  upon  boys  seemed  to  be  very  quieting. 

The  Troth  photographs  of  flowers  went  from  this  library  to  the  Kindergarten  De- 
partment of  the  Institute  for  a  week,  and  thence  to  the  Children's  Museum  of  the 
Brooklyn  Institute. 

A  change  in  the  evening  attendance  is  reported  by  all  the  assistants.  There  is 
more  responsiveness  than  for  two  years  past,  and  more  interest  in  whatever  is  done, 
be  it  reading,  story-telling,  or  discussion.  Some  of  the  best  stories  for  reading 
have  been  found  in  the  early  volumes  of  "  Our  Young  Folks,"  a  periodical  published 
from  1865  to  1873.  "Who  would  have  thought,"  said  one  of  the  children,  "that 
those  old  black  books  had  such  interesting  things  in  them?"  "  The  Prince  and  the 
Pauper,"  the  "  William-Henry  Letters,"  Jacob  Abbott's  stories,  and  some  of  Miss 
Edgeworth's  have  been  tried  here  and  found  to  interest  the  children  greatly.  And 
certainly  the  simplicity  of  these  stories  is  much  to  be  preferred  to  the  sensational, 
up-to-date  story  provided  for  children  nowadays. 

In  place  of  the  usual  lecture  this  year  the  Department  tried  an  experiment  in  il- 
lustrated story-telling,  the  Misses  Whitney,  students  in  the  Department  of  Fine 
Arts,  kindly  offering  their  services  to  tell  Miss  Alcott's  "Candy-Country"  story, 
accompanied  by  a  set  of  sketches  in  color  which  they  had  made.  Owing  to  an  un- 
fortunate choice  of  date,  the  attendance  was  not  so  large  as  was  hoped  for,  but  the 
children  who  came  were  evidently  much  absorbed  and  pleased. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March,  a  few  teachers  well-known  to  the  children's  librarian 
met  with  her,  the  director,  and  the  students  preparing  to  be  children's  librarians, 
at  the  Library,  to  discuss  the  subject  of  libraries  and  schools.  A  brief  report  of  the 
co-operative  work  already  done  by  the  libraries  and  schools  was  read,  after  which 
a  discussion  on  children's  reading  took  place,  in  which  the  Library  learned  some- 
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thing  about  the  course  of  study  in  the  public  schools  which  will  be  serviceable  in 
its  work  hereafter.    We  hope  to  be  able  to  follow  up  this  meeting  with  others. 

During  the  meeting  of  the  International  Kindergarten  Union  in  Brooklyn  in 
April,  as  many  as  three  hundred  kindergartners  visited  the  room.  To  many  of 
them  a  children's  library  seemed  a  new  feature  of  work  with  children,  and  their 
enthusiasm  was  gratifying.  An  article  descriptive  of  the  room  was  requested  by 
the  editors  of  the  Kindergarten  Magazine. 


First-year  Course. 

The  usual  twenty  students  were  admitted  in  October,  with  an  extra  one,  a  local 
librarian,  wishing  to  add  the  course  of  instruction  to  his  practical  knowledge  of 
the  work. 

The  states  represented  by  the  class  were  the  following : 


69  applications  had  been  received ;  54  persons  had  taken  the  examinations,  and 
from  the  35  who  succeeded  in  passing,  the  usual  number  was  selected. 

Of  the  class,  8  were  State  Normal  School  or  College  graduates,  or  had  had  a  year 
or  more  of  college  work ;  12  had  a  working  knowledge  of  German,  19  of  French, 
and  17  of  Latin,  and  4  had  had  some  experience  in  library-work  or  had  received 
some  library-instruction. 

The  work  of  the  class  has  been  remarkably  uniform.  The  term  examinations 
have  shown  percentages  ranging  from  80  1-3  to  99  1-2.  The  only  additions  to  the 
usual  work  of  the  second  term  were  two  lectures  on  the  character  and  standing  of 
the  various  publishing-houses,  while  the  Fiction-course  has  been  somewhat  differ- 
ently conducted. 

The  class  formed  its  class-organization  in  October  and  subscribed,  as  is  custo- 
mary, for  class  copies  of  the  Library  Journal  and  Public  Libraries.  Ten  of  the  stu- 
dents were  sufficiently  interested  in  the  Home  Libraries  to  offer  their  services  as 
visitors.  Five  libraries  were  assigned  them  and  they  began  the  work  in  January.. 
They  have  been  regular  and  faithful  in  their  duties  and  have  become  much  inter- 
ested in  the  children  belonging  to  their  libraries.  Two  other  students  have  joint 
charge  of  an  evening  at  the  library  of  the  City  Park  Mission. 

During  the  holiday  vacations  two  students  offered  their  full  time  to  the  Library 
as  assistants,  and  were  scheduled  in  the  Children's  Department  and  elsewhere, 
while  two  others  gave  a  part  of  their  time  to  the  inventory-taking. 

During  the  last  week  in  March,  instead  of  taking  the  usual  vacations,  the  class 
began  their  practical  work,  in  order  to  lose  no  practice  by  taking  the  trip  to  Mon- 
treal to  the  Conference  of  the  A.  L.  A.  in  June.  This  trip  was  decided  upon  this 
year  in  place  of  the  usual  spring  visit  to  libraries  in  other  cities. 


LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 


New  York  

Massachusetts 
Connecticut . . 
Georgia  


9 
4 
1 
3 


Ohio  

Pennsylvania 

Colorado  

Minnesota  . . 


1 
1 
1 
1 
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The  practical  work,  as  reported  on  by  the  heads  of  departments,  has  been  rather 
more  satisfactory  than  usual,  as  a  whole.  Openings  are  already  offering  for  some 
of  the  class. 

Although  it  is  usual  to  confine  the  lectures  by  visiting  librarians  to  the  second 
and  third  terms,  we  could  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  hearing  two  librarians  who 
came  to  visit  the  Library  during  the  first  term,  Miss  Wallace,  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary of  Atlanta,  and  Miss  Lord,  of  Bryn  Mawr  College  Library.  The  former  spoke 
on  the  change  of  a  subscription  library  to  a  free  library,  and  the  latter  on  the  Scope 
of  the  College  Library.  The  other  visiting  lecturers  to  this  class,  or  to  the  School 
as  a  whole,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Miss  Myrtilla  L.  Avery,  on  Traveling  libraries. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  on  the  Management  of  Branch  libraries. 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Cutter,  on  Expansive  classification. 

Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman,  on  Library  extension  in  Ohio. 

Miss  Helen  E.  Haines,  on  Impressions  in  library  criticism. 

Miss  Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  on  U.  S.  government  documents.  (Two  lectures.) 

Miss  Caroline  M.  Hewins,  on  Children's  reading. 

Mr.  Frank  P.  Hill,  on  Catalogues. 

Mr.  Thomas  Letts,  on  the  Care  and  cataloguing  of  maps  and  charts.  (Two 
lectures.) 

Miss  Isabel  E.  Lord,  on  the  Scope  of  college  libraries. 
Miss  Frances  Olcott,  on  Home  libraries. 

Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  on  the  Work  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission. 
Miss  Anne  Wallace,  on  Reorganizing  a  library. 
Mme.  Sophie  Friedland,  on  Russian  Literature. 


The  reading-lists  and  indexes  compiled  by  the  class  have  covered  the  following 
subjects : 


Modern  potters  and  pottery. 

Hague  conference. 

Fiction  in  libraries. 

Best  library  editions  of  standard 
English  authors. 

Municipal  publications  of  Brooklyn. 

Fiction  descriptive  of  places  in 
New  England. 

Fiction  descriptive  of  southern  life 
before  the  civil  war. 

Sketches  of  artists  in  the  "Artist" 
and  the  "Studio:' 

Non-fiction,  for  children  trans- 
ferred from  the  Children's  De- 
partment to  the  Main  Library. 

Biographical  sketches  of  American 
authors,  for  Children's  Department. 


Best  library  editions  of  standard 
American  authors. 

Government  by  injunction. 

Irrigation  in  the  west. 

Fiction  descriptive  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  California. 

Best  editions  of  English  fiction. 

Biographical  sketches  of  English 
and  other  foreign  authors. 

Gibson  illustrations. 

Stories  illustrating  conduct. 

Debate :  Was  England  justified  in 
the  Boer  war? 

Debate :  Effect  of  territorial  expan- 
sion on  American  character. 


Two  of  the  class  compiled,  by  request  of  the  Library  Journal,  a  reading-list  on 
Canada  and  Montreal,  which  was  printed  in  the  March  number  of  the  Journal,  in 
view  of  the  then  approaching  A.  L.  A.  Conference  at  Montreal.  Other  lists  made 
were  one  of  $100  worth  of  books  in  American  history  for  a  village  library,  and  one 
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of  books  for  a  Home  library,  with  annotations.  A  list  compiled  by  one  of  last  year's 
class  on  "Lives  of  artists  and  articles  on  art,  for  children"  was  printed  in  the 
Bulletin  of  Bibliography  in  the  January  and  April  numbers. 

Second-year  Course. —  Children's  Librarians. 

Three  students  entered  for  this  course,  one  a  graduate  of  the  class  of  '93,  one  of 
'97,  and  the  third  an  assistant  in  a  library,  who  wished  to  specialize  in  the  work  for 
children.  One  of  these  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  course,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
third  term,  in  order  to  take  a  position  as  Branch-librarian  at  the  Carnegie  Library 
of  Pittsburgh. 

The  course  may  be  briefly  outlined  as  consisting  of  the  study  of  children's  books, 
or  of  books  suitable  for  children,  the  study  of  children,  and  of  library- extension  in 
so  far  as  it  deals  with  children.  The  study  of  methods,  or  the  routine  side  of  the 
work,  was  divided  into  three  parts — the  social  side,  that  dealing  with  the  children, 
their  parents  and  teachers,  with  delinquents,  etc.;  the  aesthetic  side,  dealing  with 
exhibits,  bulletins,  scrap-books  or  collections  of  clippings,  furniture  and  decoration ; 
the  third,  the  mechanical  side,  treating  of  given  methods,  devices,  etc.,  and  the 
reasons  for  using  them. 

The  discussions  of  books,  with  the  exception  of  Reference-books,  Periodicals, 
Fiction,  Prose  and  Poetical  Literature,  Travel,  Biography,  and  History  have  been 
given  chiefly  by  visiting  lecturers,  books  in  Natural  Science  being  discussed  by 
Miss  Emerson,  teacher  of  science  in  the  Kindergarten  Department  of  the  Institute, 
those  in  Useful  Arts  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Williston,  Director  of  the  Department  of  Science 
and  Technology,  those  on  Art  by  Miss  Palmer  of  the  Art-reference  Department  of 
the  Library,  with  one  on  illustrators  of  children's  books  by  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Dow, 
and  on  books  concerning  or  composed  of  music  by  Miss  Mary  L.  Avery,  of  the 
Lenox  Library.  A  list  of  required  reading  was  made  out  and  the  students  allowed 
to  do  the  work  when  they  could  best  give  the  time.  Another  year,  discussions  of 
this  reading  will  be  had  at  regular  intervals.  Once  in  two  weeks  throughout  the 
course,  the  students  have  met  with  the  Library  Director  to  read  and  discuss  Froe- 
bel's  "  Education  of  Man,"  finishing  the  book  through  the  periods  on  Infancy  and 
Boyhood. 

These  students  have  also  listened  to  those  lectures  that  were  intended  for  the 
School  as  a  whole,  namely,  those  of  Miss  Hewins  on  Children's  Reading,  Miss 
Moore  on  Picture-work  for  Children,  and  Miss  Olcott  on  Home  Libraries.  The  sub- 
jects chosen  for  theses  by  the  class  were,  "Some  ways  of  interesting  children  in 
Natural  Science,"  "  The  Value  of  Kindergarten  Work  and  Psychology  in  the  train- 
ing of  the  Children's  Librarian,"  and  the  subjects  of  the  exhibits  to  be  presented  in 
addition  to  the  theses,  for  graduation,  were,  "The  Development  of  the  Navy"  and 
"The  Trades,"  showing  those  necessary  to  produce  food,  clothing,  and  shelter. 

On  the  date  of  the  annual  joint  meeting  of  the  New  York  Library  Club  and  the 
New  York  State  Library  Association,  March  8th,  sixty-two  members  of  the  Gradu- 
ates'Association  sat  down  together  at  luncheon  at  the  "Chelsea,"  previous  to  a 
brief  business  meeting.  It  is  a  reassuring  thing  to  have  in  this  way  once  a  year 
tangible  evidence  of  progress  and  continued  esprit  de  corps  on  the  part  of  our  stu- 
dents.   The  classes  of  1894,  '95,  '96,  and  1900  have  given  still  further  evidence  of 
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this  in  the  presentation  to  the  School  of  a  set  of  the  Peabody  Institute  Library 
Catalogue. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  set  down  here,  for  future  reference,  some  facts  in  regard 
to  the  School's  record. 

Beginning  in  1890  as  a  training-class,  or  rather  as  two  training-classes,  one  in 
cataloguing  and  one  in  the  other  branches  of  library  economy,  it  was  not  until 
1892  that  entrance-examinations  were  required,  and  not  until  the  fall  of  1895 
that  the  two  courses  were  made  one  and  indivisible.  176  students  have  finished  the 
year's  work  in  one  course  or  in  both  since  1891.  Of  these,  132  are  now  employed  in 
library  work.  Of  the  forty-four  not  so  employed,  sixteen  have  married,  nine  did 
not  wish  for  positions,  eight  took  up  other  kinds  of  work,  six  were  not  recommend- 
ed, one  died,  and  four  are  temporarily  disengaged,  at  this  writing. 


We  have  to  chronicle  two  resignations,  those  of  Miss  Hanford,  in  charge  of  the 
Astral  Branch,  who  gave  up  her  position  in  April,  to  be  married,  and  Miss  Wallace, 
from  the  Children's  Department,  to  take  charge  of  a  Branch  of  the  Carnegie  Library 
at  Pittsburgh.  In  losing  them,  the  Library  loses  two  most  satisfactory  members  of 
its  staff,  whose  work  has  always  been  marked  by  conscientiousness,  intelligence, 
and  public  spirit. 


The  resignation  of  Miss  Hanford,  the  assistant-in-charge,  and  the  consequent 
promotions  of  the  two  assistants  at  the  Branch,  are  the  principal  events  of  signifi- 
cance in  its  report. 

The  record  of  the  Branch  is  as  follows : 


The  circulation  for  the  year  amounted  to  30,456  volumes,  14,648  of  which  were 
issued  to  children,  and  61  per  cent,  of  which  were  fiction,  including  a  percentage  of 
26  3-5,  children's  stories.  3,240  volumes  were  called  for  from  the  Main  Library. 
At  the  Branch,  as  at  the  Main  Library,  the  gradual  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
the  attendance  and  reading  has  been  noticed,  the  large  proportion  of  teachers  and 
students  among  the  borrowers,  and  the  increased  reference-work.  1,125  volumes 
have  been  brought  from  the  stack  for  consultation  as  against  1,060  last  year.  An 
open  shelf  was  instituted  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  the  books  placed 
there  were  looked  over  so  eagerly  and  so  invariably  borrowed  that  in  March  the  ex- 
periment was  tried  of  throwing  the  stack  open  to  grown  persons  between  the  hours 
of  ten  and  twelve  a.  m.  More  men  than  women  have  profited  by  the  privilege  and 
these  generally  men  whose  work  was  night-work.  Those  who  avail  themselves  of 
it  seem  to  appreciate  it  highly. 

January  saw  completed  the  rough  finding-list  by  classes  printed  in  the  Greenpoint 
Star.  These  lists  have  been  cut  out  and  mounted  and  are  used  as  a  subject-cata- 
logue by  persons  who  do  not  like  to  use  the  card-catalogue. 


STAFF. 


New  members  

Expirations  

Renewals  

Net  gain  in  membership 


645 
618 
375 
402 
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Photographs  were  sent  out  from  the  Art-reference  Department  of  the  Main  Li- 
brary for  the  Christmas  exhibition,  and  the  bulletins  for  Washington's  and  Longfel- 
low's birthdays  proved  even  more  interesting  than  usual.  The  copy  of  "  Masters  in 
Art,"  hung  up  at  the  delivery-desk,  attracted  considerable  attention. 

The  Branch  contributed  a  quantity  of  unbound  magazines  to  the  Christian  Alli- 
ance, for  forwarding  to  Manila,  in  return  receiving  through  the  Alliance  a  copy  of 
Mrs.  Lawton's  letter  of  appreciation. 

During  the  three  years  of  Miss  Hanford's  incumbency,  we  may  record  the  addi- 
tion of  2,747  volumes,  which  were  prepared  for  the  shelves  by  the  Branch  assist- 
ants, the  discarding  of  635  volumes,  the  revision  of  the  card-catalogues,  the  renum- 
bering of  biography  with  the  Cutter  book-numbers,  revision  of  the  index  to  scien- 
tific and  technical  periodicals,  the  printing  of  the  classed  finding-list  in  the  Star, 
the  regular  engagement  of  a  watchman  for  the  evening  hours,  various  improvements 
in  the  furnishing,  heating,  and  lighting  of  the  room,  and  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
furniture  and  fixtures.  The  Reference-department  has  increased  in  use,  impor- 
tance, and  resources,  fuller  co-operation  with  the  schools  and  the  Settlement  has 
been  brought  about,  and  order  has  been  maintained  under  great  difficulties.  We 
feel  that  the  head  of  the  Branch  has  deserved  great  commendation,  and  take  pleas- 
ure in  bringing  to  your  attention  these  evidences  of  her  interest  and  faithfulness. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  W.  Plummer,  Director. 
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